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Protefiant Martyrs. 

The HISTORY of 

SitJOHN OUDCASTLE, 

LORD COBHAM. 



it HIS Gentleman was one of 

ihofe, in his Time called * Lol- 

lards J again ft whom Homai 

Arundel^ Lord Arcbbiftiop of 

Canterbury^ being greatly in- 

cenfed, caufed an Aflcmbly of 

the Bi(hops and Clergy of England to be fum- 

fnoncd, in the Beginning of the Reign of King 

< B Henrjf 

4 

• From the Latin Word Lolium^ which fignifiesCv/fi, 
or Darnel^ a pernicious Weed, growing among Wh^at^ 
and oftentimes cloaking it up. 
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, ^The HISTORY^/ ' 

. Henry V, [Anno. 1413] to meet at St Fauf^ 
Church in London, to confider of their I>oq. 
trines,.and reprefs the Increafe of the Herei^ 
as it was then called of the tf^ickliffites^ wbien 
was indeed rather to fupprefs the Light of the 
Gofpel, beginning to (bine forth, and fpread 
itfclf over many Parts of the Kingdom, thro"^ 
the Writings of John Wicklife^ , Reader of 
Divinity in Oxford^ and Rcdor of the Pa^ 
ri(h of Lutterworth in the County of Letcefter^ 
who wrote and difperfed many Books ; where- 
in he (hewed the primitive Purity and Truth 
of the Gofpel, and expofed the many grofs 
Errors and Supcrftitions which had crept into 
the Church, .^concerning the Sacraments, 
Images, Pilgrimages, Piirgatory, the Power of 
the Church, ^c. 

In the Affcmbly abovemcntioned it was 
determined to proceed againft the Lord Cob^ 
ham, and thereby ftrike a Terror to the whole 
Sed, as he was a principal Favourer and 
Maintainer of thefe Lollards and their Doc- 
trines. They not only accufed him of having 
fent fuch Preachers into, feveral Parts of the 
Diocefes of London^ Rocbejier and Hereford^ 
contrary to the Minds of the Ordinaries of 
thofc Diocefes, but alfo of having affifted them 
by Force of Arms ; in Oppofition to the Da- 
terminations of the Church : But confidering 
he was a Man of a great Family, and much 
in Favour with the King, they thought it 
would be pmdent to acquaint him with the 
Matter, and know his Pleafurc therein : Where- 
upon 
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&> JOHN OLDCASTLE. -3 

npon theArchbi(hop of Canteriury^wxibfeverzl 
of the Biihops and Ckrgy, went to wait upon 
tht King at Kingfton^ and there laid before 
him moft grievous Complaints of Hcrefy, and 
Sedition againft this Noble Lord, for favouring 
Wickliffe's Dodrines and Opinions. 

The King having calmly heard what they 
bad to fay, advifed them to treat him with 
Gentlenefs; faying, he could never approve 
of Force in reclaiming Heretics, fince Experi- 
ence had but too frequently (hewn, that vigo- 
rous Methods were as efFedual againft Truth, as 
againft Error : He told them, he would talk 
with Oldcafile himfelf, and try to rcflore him 
to the right Way: Accordingly fending for 
the Lord Cobbam^ he adnK)niflied him privately 
to fubmit himfelf to his holy Mother Church, 
and, as an obedient Child, to acknowledge 
himfelf culpable. 

My Lord, being thus advifed by the King^ 
replied, " That he was ready to obey his Ma- 
" jefty as a Minifter of God, and a Chrif- 
** tian King; and to him, next to God, 
^^ he ever would, ^ he always had hitherto 
** done, fubmit all he poffeffed eithcf* by Na- 
•^ ture or Fortune 5 but as to the^ Pope and 
** his Spirituality, he owed them neither 
** Suit, nor Service, for as much as he knew 
^^ him, by the Scripture, to be the great 
** Anti-Cbriji^ the Son of Perdition, the open 
** Adverfary of God, and the Abomination 
** ftanding in the Holy Place/' 

When the King had heard this Anfwer, he 
B z would 
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4 72^^ H I 8 T O R Y c/ 

would not talk any more with him, but wtnt 
from him in Anger : And when the Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury attended him for an An- 
swer to his Complaint, he gave him and the 
liifhops full Authority to examine, and pq- 
nifh him according to the Canons and Laws of 
tl c Church. 

The Archbiftiop, having received this Per* 
m'iffion, fent his chief Summoner with a (harp 
Citation to Cowling-Cajile in Kent^ where the 
Lord Cobham dwelt ; but the Summoner being 
afraid to enter the Gates of fo great a Man 
without Leave, returned without doing his 
Meffage ; and then the Archbifliop periuaded 
one John Butler^ Door- Keeper of the King^s 
Privy-Chamber, to go to the Lord CMam^ ai 
from the King, who taking the ArchbiChop^t 
Sutnmoner with him, told my Lord, That it 
was the King^s Pleafttre, that his L^rdfhip 
flioiild obey the Archbifhop^s Citation. But 
the Lord Cobham anfwercd, That he would ia 
no Cate confcnt to the devilifti Pradioes of 
the Pricfts. 

The Archbifhqp, hearing this, reiblved to cite 
him by pul^ Pfocd&, and a few Days after, 
in the Month of September ^ commanded Lct- 
tefs Citatory to be fixed upon the great Gates 
of the Cathedral Church of Rxhefier, whidi 
was bat three Miles from the Lord Cobhanfs 
Houfe; charging him to appear po-fonally be- 
fore him at Leeds-Cafiie^ on the Eleventh of 
the &me Month,, withocrt any £xcu& what- 

Jfocver; 
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foever ; But the &id Letters were foon taktP' 
down from the Gate$ of the Church, and con- 
veyed away by the Lord Cokbam*9> Friends 5 
botl> now and a few Day6 afier, when others 
.^ere put up. 

The Archbiftiop^ finding that the Lord 
Cohffam only laughed at his Proc^ding$, and 
defpifed his Authority, openly excooomuni- 
(ated him for his Contumacy} ^M then cited 
him again, under ifevere Threatnings, toappear 
.{lefore him on a oertain Day: And con;v- 
JD^anded all Peribq^ to affi/l hio^ ag;iioft th^ 
^d XorjJ Cobbam, that gr^t^poft^te. He- 
retic, and Adveriary of the }^o\y Churdji, 
. T:|ie Lord Cobbapf beginning now to con- 
fi^er.jtlje bangjer b? was in^ >A^rflfq the Con- 
teiJion of hi? Faith,, \vbich w^f the Af^fiiff' 
(^rf^, Ssrith ajPara^rafc qn foine I^rt of jyt, 
zxA \yent to Londtmto prefent k to the JClPg ; 
J;^t.jhe^ would not refeive it himielf, but com- 
'fj^a^edit to b^.delivercd tp thofc Perfonswiio 
swre to be bis |g^?s. The Lc^rd Cobkiim 
, wp)il4 then J}av;e, appealed &oxii the Arch- 
^ifl|pp/o tbe^^<y>f'; %t ^e KMg wAuid not 
.aUo^xr pf bis Aippeifdi and faid t^4Mlbi^P 
^^uld be his Jufige^; yrhe^up^ he iiirasar- 
^eii^ed hy the K.ji^g's Commanid, aQ4 i;om- 
mu;ed Prifooer tpibjC 7smerf^ Ifpndm* 
, 4 few D4^yf aftcr^Jv/;s,on the aqthiof Sep- 
Jemifr ^41 3- J^^ ^^^ C$bbam w^a^ hrou^t 
ii^We.^cwa^i Arurdd^ AxcW)i<lv)p 9f 'Ciwi- 
ierb^ry^ ^ ffthef BMhops, into ^h^^C^hapter- 
' ;; .. B 3 Houfe 
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Houfe of St. FauVt, by Sir 'Robert Mtn-ky^ 
Lieutenant of the Tower^ when the Archbi(h<^ 
fpoke to him to this Effedt : 

** Sir, In the laft General Convocation of 
*^ the Clergy of this Province, you wefe 
" charged with certain Herefies, and by fuf- 
•* ficient Witneffes found guilty of the lame; 
•* and thereupon you were cited before me, 
" by due Form of Spiritual Law : But you 
" refufed to appear, and for your wilful Con- 
^* tumacy, you were both privately and openly 
^* excommunicated, Notwithftanding, wc 
** are not backward to give you Abfolution, 
♦* fliould you humbly defire it/' 

The Lord Cobbam made as if he did pot 
bear, and fo defired no Abfolution, but putting 
his Hand into his Bofom, took put a Paper, 
and read it, and then delivered it to the Arcb- 
bi(hop : The Contents were as follow : 

« I John Oldcaftle Knight, Lord tiobBatti^ 
^ ^^ would have all Chriftians to know and un- 
«• derftand, that I call God to Witnefs, that 
^* it hath been, now is, and ever, by the Help 
"of God, (hall be my Intent, and MTill, to 
** believe faithfully and fully all the Sacra- 
^^ ments that ever God ordained to be qfed 
■ ** in his Holy Church : And moreover, I do 
" declare nay Opinion in thefe four Points : 

" L I believe that the moft worfliipful Sa- 
** crament of the Altar isG&rj^sBody In 
^ Form of Bread, the fame Body that was 
^r born of the blefled Virgin our Lady St. 
- - * « Mary 
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** itfldry, cracified 00 the Crofe, dead and 
" buried, the third Day rofe from Death to 
^\ Life, the which Body is now glorified in 
** Heaven^ 
^' IL As for the Sacrament of Penance, 
I believe that it is needful, that every Man 
who expeAs Salvation (hould forfake Sin,' 
^* and do Penance for the fame, with true 
^' Confefiion and Contrition, and due Satis* 
^V^faftion, as the Law of God tcachctb, clfe 
^* he cannot be faved. 

-' IlL As for Images, they are the Inven- 
^^ tion <rf Men.; and whofocver gives that 
^^ Worfliip to lifdcfs Images, which is due to 
^ God, or trafts to them for Help, is guilty 
*^ of the Sin of Idolatry. 
> ^ IV. Confining Pilgrimages, I know tha( 
all Men are. Pilgrims upon Earth, either 
to Happinefs or Mifery. He that will not 
f^vJb^Bow nor keep the Commandnoents of 
Qody whilfthe lives, though he go on Pill 
*- gfimage through the World, yet if he die 
" in this State, he (hall be dan)ned ; and he 
V that keeps God*s Commandments to his 
f^ Life's. End, he fl^all be faved, though he 
f ' never go any Hlgrimage at all. 
f I After reading th^ Articles^ the Archbifliop, 
B(hops, and others confulted together, and 
told ;tbe- Lord Cfibbam^ That fome Part of his 
Writiog was good, and they approved it ; but 
Ifi iO^her Points, he muft declare his Mind 
' more clearly. As, 

B4 «i 
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«*,I. Whether he did believe, and wbfald" 
« affirm, that in the Sacrament of tbd AlHt, ' 
"after CohfcCTation perforrhcd by a Prieft, 
«» there remaineth material Bread, or not. • 

« H. Whether -be ^id tfcliteVc concerning 
«« the Sacrameiit oif ^Pfenance, 'that every' 
« Man is boundto tonfefehis^insfo a Prieft." 
But the Lord €obbatn repRed',' he vS'frtld 
make no other AnAjHer ttothefe Pii^ttts/Mri' 
fn^iyat was contained in his Articles, ^^iJ^'be 
bad read and delivered to theitt; - • :. ■ 
"then the ArchWftw)^ wiAifed Mm to'con- 
•fider ferioufly of this Miairter; fdr if he 'dicl' 
not anfwer folly to thefe trfeirlgs, M -flitidli' 
by the Laws of the Hbly Chardhbifedjiid^etf 
an Heretic. My Lord atff*?eHsd, Dfe virfcat' 
jrda think heft, for I ^m:;ii!%-PbiBi ~ ^Hcn 
the Court a^joiirnedi kft<}iie'#a^'%'apj*ar 
another Day. - - " /* ! ■ ^'^ '' 

The LorA'€Mdm, -Ih tfR Ws ftftdre -EkSfei- 
nations, referred ^Mmfelftb th^fe- AVtWes hfe -had 
fcefore delivered^ atad jftftified^httn ^ WWcti 
being judged herefical, Ae ArchWihop pro- 
nounced this Sentence at left^th agiinttliitn, 
That he judged, declared, aftid cbndem^fed Sir 
John Oldcajile Knight- -^dtwd GoUim, 'a 
moft pernicious? and defffcftWhafr'ileffetic, -and 
being conviaed of the 'fattW^.'^nd iref»riihg tit- 
terly to obey-thte Chiircf*^S|^in5, ^ie -tJorthflfe^ • 
him fromtheftce'asaeoiidafiWitd'Iiei^icJc; 'to 
the Secular Jtiriei(5K>n, Pi^w<iMah^ Jtidgftieh^, 
to put him thereupon to Death. .' ' :-o ji 

The 
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Tfee Lotd CohhaiH lying dius under Sen- 
Uiice bf D&ath, was remanded back to the 
T^owtt, knd there continued fotae Time ; but 
at '4en|tfe, by th« Help of Sir Ro^er ABm^^ 
lASd* his jEfcape from his Imprifonment, and 
dyiftg ihto W'ala^ temained there four Years, 
The King took no Care tohave him purfued 
aftd apprehended, ^hfch plainly fixe^ed that 
hfe appro^ not of vigorous MeAbds, and it 
w& nofmall Concertt to the Archbiflbop and 
thfertilbf the Clergy, to fihd that he conti- 
ntteif ItiH ill the fathe moderate Sentiments ai 
W^^'Bdfort^hfe had refcotamended it ^b them,* 
W^C^blim^^^ wef€ 

fhifefto^tb aWtn'hls FfeaHr; attd xiKikeiitift' bi^ 
^t that the Ldlhi^^rhzd a 'Defign upoft h^ 
l^erfqrf , and v^re ^ ftrWing Gonfpkacies . td 
o%rtuttt the State. ' .. .- : -t 

•*'^,^ottie Attempts had been mide^in the laft 
Rtfign, by the Cbmmons, t?6 ftrip the C3erg^ 
c^' g66d PaVt of their Revenues; and this they 
ii(iip^itd to tfce Dddrinc of the Lol/amls: No 
Wondet '^hen, ttiat they bore*' tbenfi fo greai 
terisA;. an^'r^fohedif pofebTe to root th^ 
ofltS 'and*for tTiis a Idte Prpdaiwation a^alnft 
tlrfiii'i^lfcmfbKng^iVfe therti a fdir ©JDportortf ty^ 
fai ihi^ Lt)HM, notwitWlandbg^ the ProL 
clamatibn, c6n!tihu*3 ditir Meetings; but wirti 
kfl poffible Secrecy. It not ^beitog Mc for them 
to knetlibfe in ttoufes, for iFfe^r of being dif* 
centred, tJrey cortimotlly thoofc fome tirtfre- 
gtfetited^Wace ih the Country to worfbip 6od 

in. 
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in, after their own Manner. One of tfaefe 
Aflenablics was held at St. Gileses in the Fields^ 
a Pkce, at that Time covered over with Buihe^ 
and here they were betrayed, by fome falie 
Brother among themfelves, which gave their 
Eneqcues the Opportunity, they had long and 
eagerly fought for to deftroy them« 

The King was then at Eltbam^ about feveo 
Mites from Londdn^ where he. intended to keep, 
bis Chriflmas, and little expected any Confpi- 
racy againft his Perfon ; when fuddenly to- 
wards Night he was told, that Oldcajile was ia 
Sl Giks's with twenty Thoufand Lollards^ 
vfhoit Deiign was to kill the King, the Princes 
bis Brothers, and all the Lor<ls Spiritual and 
Temporal who were not their Friends. This 
improbable Story, (as certainly it was that 
twenty Thoufand Men (hould aflemble to- 
pether at the very Gat^s of the City, without 
being obfprvcd) gained fuch Credit with the 
King, who was naturally bold, that he re* 
iblved to attack them immediately, before 
they had Time to takis their Meafbres, He 
fu:rived upon the Place at near Midnight, and 
finding ^bout ^ourfcore or an Hundred Per- 
ibns, fell ppqi>; them, killing about Twenty, 
and upward? of Sbcty were taken Prifoners. 
The i£>//jr^/j had unhappily brought Arm^ 
with . them for their Defence againft their 
Perf«:utors, . wbiqb it is very likely was what;, 
in fome Mcafure, perfwaded the King of the^ 
ill Deiign s but this al(me would not have beepi 
V ^ capable 
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capable to have convinced him, that they had 
really confpired againft him, if, among tho& 
that had been taken^ there had not been fome 
who, gained by Promifes, or awed by Threatt, 
confefled whatever their Enemies defired. 
They fiiid, their Intent was to kill the King, 
and the Prinoes his Brothers, with moft of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in ^le Expec- 
tation that the Confufion, which after fuch a 
Maf&cre would enfiie in the Kingdom^ would 
prove favourable to their Religion. Some de- 
pofed, that, after the Murder of the King 
and Princes, they intended to make OldcaJHe 
Regent of the Kingdom, and that the Con-> 
^ii*acy was formed by the Direction of that 
Lord. Hereupon the King fet a thoufand 
Marks upon his^ Head, with a Ptomife i>i 
perpetual Exemption from Taxes, to any 
Town that (hould fecure him ; and befideft 
any Perlbn by whofc Means or Advice he could 
be feized or arreted, was to have five hundred 
Marks. 

It is hardly conceiveable, how a Prince, fo 
judicious, as jSi^ry, could foffer himiclf to be 
impofed upon by fo grofs a Fiction as this 
Plot. Had he found twenty Thoufand Men 
in Arms in Si. Oiks\ as he was made to be* 
lieve there were, it would indeed have been 
very fufpk:ious; but that Fourfcore or an Hun«» 
dred, among whom there was not a fingle 
Perfon of Rknk, fbbuld form fuch a ProjedL 
m extremely improbable. Befides, he himfeli 

knew 
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knew Sir Jpin QldcajlU to be a Man rfScnfe, 

dnd yet nothitig was cnorq wild than the Pro* 

je<^ fathered, upo^ him, which it was fuppofed 

hftwas. to execute with a IJandful of Men, 

V^itfhout being, prefent him,felf^ and without its 

beiijg kr^own .wljere he was, o^ having, any 

^«hier Leader .in his Roonit .And it is very 

Jikeiy^ th« r ^ihe King in Tii??e was convinced 

ijof ' the Falfe^cKxi of the F^^ when afjter the 

iAfiiaicft: Enqaity that could be made all over 

J^ Kingdom, to difcover the Accomplices of 

thiv pretenjied Cftpdpiraqy, npt a iflngle Pcffon 

.i^ouJid be loufid^ bdOulea tWe taken in «S^. 

Qihs\. .- i . ., \ -• , . 

But whi^^ i^ King wa^ employed in the 
j.Wars in -Fr^c^, Sir John, OUcaJie ^^sl^ zjgf 
'. pr^nded j^n Powis-Land^ \n Nortb^W4i^les^ 
-by John Grey Lft^d Powis, who fent him up 
^bi^undito thye Parliament ^t London^ wbo^ jn 
. tbe AWe^cp of the King, orjdeffd his Execu- 
:tion; and/PQtwithftanding_i^ia,^irth apd, Me- 
rit he was fentenced, as a Traitor, to be drf^wn 
' ihrougih'* Ij)0(iQn to the^r^ew paUovijs ip 5/. 
' ^ GHes\%y a^d.rfipre han^e^ l\y the ^^itjli^e 
, ^^ with a Chaig, ami buTA^^hanging/'.^^^^^^e 
1 latter Parfc^f hjs Senten^,; viz^ to be bUnjt, 
. it ihews that iie was co|qf)epined lor Her^y 
rsather tbaO co^^iring ^^"^i^^9 King. 

35is Execmimjarasiin J^mber Anm t^iy* 

- mmdA tbf Guri^ and .Iipprecations oiF ;t|ie 

^ Priefts and Mcwlw^ who javea Jaljoured to p»e- 

vcut the jRfl^Jibm p^5^ying for liina.. ^c 

^ ' was 
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WILLIAM WHITE- 13 

was the firft Nobleman who fafiercd on Ac- 
bount of Religion; and though he was put to 
Death in the craelleft Manner that could be 
thought of, yet he bore all with a wonderful 
Conftancy, and perfcdly anfwcrable to the 
Firmnefs wl^rewith he had all along main- 
fttincd the Dodlrine of Wickliffe^ which he 
profefied. 



The HISTORY of 

WILLIAM WHITE. 

JTTILLIAM WHirE was a Prieft 
yV of Kent, in the Reign of Hewy V. 
but not of the common Sort, hot fuch 
an one as was like the Morning Star in the 
Midft of aCloud, and ai the Moon at the FulL 
EiCchs. 6. He was a Follower of Wickliffe^ and 
was an upright, learned and eloquent Perfon. 
He ga^e over his Priefthood and Benefice to 
marry a virtuous young Woman, named y(?i7«, 
' yet did he not give over his former Office and 
Dtt^, but privately continued to promote 
Chrift's Glory, and to inftruft People in the 
Truth of the Cofpel, by his Reading, Writing 
and Preaching. The principal DoArincs which 
he taught were thefe : 

« L That Men (horfd feck for the For- 

givcnefs 
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^^ givenofs of their Sins only at the Hands of 
<^ God. 

** II. That the wicked living of thePe:^^, 
** and his Holinefs, isa deyili(h State, and an 
** heavy Yoke of Antichrift, and therefore he 
*• is an Enemy unto Chrift's Truth. 

" III. That Men ought not to worfhip 
•* Images, or other idolatrous Paintings. 

" IV. That People ought not to worfliip 
** the Holy Men that are dead. 

« V. That the Romi/h Church is the Fig- 
'* tree which the Lord curfed, becaufe it 
•* brought forth no Fruit of true Belief 

" Vl. That luch as wear Cowls, or are 
*^ anointed, and (horn, are the Lance Knights 
•* and Soldiers of Lucifer s and becaufe their 
*< Lamps are not burning, they fliaU be ihut 
*' out, when the Lord comet h/' 

Upon thefe Articles he was taken up at Can* 
terbury^ by Order of Henry Cbicbely the Arcb-r 
bKhop, in the Year 1424, and for fon»e 
Time maintained what he preached, but at 
length was prevailed upon to fubmit and ab- 
jure : But afterwards he went into Norfolk 
with his Wife Joan^ where he preached again, 
as he had formerly done, againft the Corrupt 
tions of the Church of Rome till a Letter wtis 
fent from the King to apprehend him ; where- 
upon he was taken and brought before John 
Wakering^ Biflbopof iVarw/Vi&,'and convifted 
of thirty . Articles, upon which he was con- 
demned, and burnt at Norwich in the Month 

of 
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THOMAS BILNEY. 15 

ofSeptemhr 1424. He was of fb devout and 
holy Life, that all People who knew him, 
had a great Reverence for him, and defired 
him to pray for them ; and one of his Fol- 
lowers, a Woman (aid. If any Saints might be 
prayed to^Jhe would pray to him. When he 
came to the Stake, he thought to have fpokc 
to the People, to exhort them, and confirm 
them in the Truth ; but one of the Bi^op's 
Servants ftruck him on the Mouth, and forced 
him to be filent; £) he patiently fubmitted to 
the Fire, and ended his Life in Peace, to the 
Grief of many good Men prefent, and many 
more all over the Counties of Norfolk^ and 
Kent^ who were well acquainted with his 
Virtues and Piety. 



The HISTORY of 

THOMAS BILNET. 

THOMAS BILNEr, byfomecal- 
led the Apollle of Cambridge^ was 
brought up from his Infancy in that Uni- 
verfity. This holy Man, and excellent 
Scholar, was firft converted to the genuine 
Dodrincs of Chrift by reading Lutber^s Wri- 
tings, again ft the Popijh Corruption 5 and Kkc 
the Man who loft his Sheep, and called his 
Neighbours to rejoice with him when he had 
found it, fo jB///?(?y, when he had found thcTruth, 
fparcd not to impart it to his Neighbours and 

Friends 
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Frjepds in the Univerfity ; by which means 
• he converted mapy of his Companions, and 
among them Thomas Arthur ^ and IJugb La- 
4imer^ who then, for his Zeal, wasi Crofs- 
Keeper of the Univerfity, and by his QfEqc 
he was to bring it forth on Proceffion Days. 
After fome Time, his Zeal ftirred bipi pp to 
a farther Communication of his Knowledge, 
thinking that he ought not to hide his Talent, 
or put his Light under a Buflicl ; jtnd there- 
upon being accompanied by Thomas Arthur^ 
they forfook the Univerfity, and went prea- 
ching up and down in divers Plapes, till at 
length they came to London^ and preached the 
Goljpel for fome Months there, in fuch Places 
as they could get moft convenient, inveighipg 
againft the incredible Infolence of the Clergy, 
the Negligence and Vanity of the Bithops, 
and the Ufurpation, and Pride of the Pope 
and Cardinals. 

Wolfey was, at the Time we are now fceak- 
ing of, in the Height of his Power and Graa* 
deur, and being grieved that the pure Gofpel 
began to be preached, whereby in a little Time 
the Hypocrify and Deceits then ufcd by the 
Church, might be detedted, he laid wait on all 
Hands to apprehend both Bilney and Arthur^ 
which he in a few Weeks effefted, and caft 
them into Prifon. Arthur was firft tried upon 
the common Articles, and being convided, 
revoked his Dodrine, and fubmitted himfelf 
to the PuniOiment and judgment of the 

Church 
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J&s^rdk % bot Bilney utterly refufed to rctura 
-to the Church of Rome ; whereupon he wm 
brought to a more formal Trial on the 27th 
of NiToemtfer 1527, before the Cardinal, the 
Bi(hop of London^ and divers other Bi(bopi^ 
fitting in the Chapter-Houfe at WeftminBer. 

Woljey asked him, whether he had privately 

or pubiickly preached, or taught the People 

> the Opinions of Luther^ or any other, coih 

demned by the Churchy contrary to the Do« 

termination of the Church ? Bilmy anfwered. 

That he had not willingly preached, or taught 

the People any of Luther's Opinions, or any 

other contrary to the Catholic Church, 

I Then the Cardinal alkcd him. Whether he 

had not once made an Oath, that he would 

not preach, rehearfe, or defend any oi Lutber-^ 

Opinions, but would oppofe the fame every 

;where. Bilney anfwered, that be had taken 

dfuch an Oath, but not. lawfully. 

The Cardinal then made Bilney fw^^ 
That he would make a plain and true Anfwer 
to fuch Artkles and Interrogatories, as (hould 
Jbe put unto him, concerning his preaching in 
the Oiogefe of London^ Norwich^ or elfewhere : 
And io he was difmifs'd at that Time, and 
fenr back to Prifbn. 

- The Depofitions fworn by feveral Witnc&s 
againft Thomas Bi/nej were : 

•VFirft,That in his Sermons in Cbri^- 
** Cktrcb in Ipfwicb^ he (hould preach and, 
/* iay (Hir Sayiour Chrift is our Mediator 
:" C between 
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^' between us and the Father: What need i«b 
^ then feek to any Sakit for Remedy ? That 
-•* k is a great In^ry to the Bkxxl of Chrift 
^ to make Aich Peti^ns, and bkipbemetb 
f** our Saviour. 

",That Man i« fo impwfca in himfetf^ 
'^ that he pannot mewt by hk Works^ 
^ ** That the Coming of Chrift wat long 
•** prophefied before^ and defired by the Pro- 
'^' phcts: But y^bn Baptifi vra* more tban^si 
<♦' Prophet, ana plainly Chewed Chrift, faying 
*^ to the Jews, Beboidtkt Lamb ^f God thut 
** taketb away tbe Sim of the fTorUf What 
*V Injury is it then to Chrift to be buried in St. 
^* FrancU% Cowl, to remit the fourth Part of 
•• Penance? This is a great Kafphemy to 
^ the &ood of Chrift, that taheth away the 
^* Sinsof theWorkL 

^ *• Akb,. That it iaa great Folly to go on 
'* Pilgrimage ; and that Preachers m TioMt 
'^ paft hate been Antichrifts, and if hath 
*^ pleafed Ahnighty God in fome meafure to 
^ difco^r their Fal&ood and Errors^ ' 
^ '' Alio, That the Miracles done at Wnt^ 
^^ Jinghanty at CmOerbury, and there in Spfemb^ 
^ were done by the I>e?il (throo^ the 
•* SuflFerance of God) to blind poor PeopK 
* ♦* And,, That the Fope bath not the Keys 
•' that Peter had, esccept he foHow F»frvk 
•/ his Living^ 

^ ** It was alfbdepofed againft hkn, *• That he 
^^ was notonoufly fuj^6ked as an HeretiCj«nd 
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^'ha'd been twfce pullecf oat of the Pulph ia 
^ the Dloccfc 0^ Norwidk 

^* Alfo, That he had in the ParMh Church of 
^. Wtlidon^ exhorted the People to put away 
^ their Gods of Silver and Gold, and leave 
" tKeir Offerings unto them ; for fuch Things 
^ as they offered^ have been knovvn oftentimes 
^' Co tfe after\^ards given to Whores and StewR 
**' Alfo, that y&ws and Saracens would have 
*j* becon^e CHriftians long ago, had it not 
^ been for the Idolatry of Chriftians^ in ofr 
** fering Candles, Wax^ and Money to Stockl 
** and Stones."^ 

; Other Articles were depofed againft hinj, 
gathered 6ut of a Sermon, which he preached 
in the Parifti Church of St. Magnus^ London^ 

That he had iaid, ** Pray ye only to Glod, 
^ and to no Saint, rehearfing ihc hitany^ 
^ till he came to San^a Maria^ Or^ pro mtt\ 
*• hefaid, ft^y tfeefe. 

*5 That he had faid, Chriftian Men ought 
^ to worfhip God only, and no Saints. That 
^' Chriftian People (hould fet up no Light9 
•* before the Images of Saints : For the Saintj 
•* in Heaven need no Light, and their Itoagw 
** have no Eyes to fee: 

•• That he had faid^ as /Z^x^^i^/V^ deftroyeii 
^ tlie t)ra±en Serpent that Mofes, made by the 
•*\CoaHnand of God, even to (hould Kings 
y* an5 Princes now a-days deftrpy and buri^ 
**' the. Imaqjes of the Saints fet up in Churches'. 
i C 2 •• That 
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" That for five hundred Years ptft thcrft 
'^ had been no good'Pe?/^, nor in all Tiijac 
5' pad can we find but fifty; for they had 
•* neither preached, por lived well qr com- 
^ formable to their DJgnityj^, wherefore till ^ 
^ now they have borne the K^ys otSjimonyA 
*^ Againft whom» good People, we niuflt 
** preach, and teach unto yoii^ for wc canpot 
" come to them, it is great Pity : They ^lavc 
*^^ fore (landered the Bbod of Cbrift. 

•* That People of late had foolifhly ufed 
Pilgrimages, when it would have beea 
better to have flayed at Home, 
"That many had made certain Vo^s, 
•* which It was not poffible fof them to fulfil^ 
" and thofe nothing meritorious. 

*' That Preachers before this have been 
*' Antichrifts, and aow it has pleafed our 
*' Saviour Chrift to ftiew their Errors, and to 
^* teach another Way and Manner of the 
Holy Gofpei .of Chrift, ta the Comfort of 
** your Souls. : 

I *^ I truft there flial! and will conae others 
** befides me, who (hall (hew and preach to 
^* you the fame Faith, and Manner of Livings 
** that I do (hew, and preach to you; which 
^* is the very true Gofpei of our Saviour Chrift, 
f^ and the Mind of the Holy Fathers: Whcre- 
-** by ye (hall be brought from the Errorg^ 
** wherein you have been long feduced/' 

The Bi(hop of London publi(hed the Do- 
pofitions of the Witneflea with his Anfwer^ and 

having 
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THOMAS BILNEY. « 

fiaving cauled them to be read, be asked Bilr 
ney if he would return to the Church, and re- 
nounce his Opinion, or no? But he anfwer- 
hxgFiatyuftttia^(Sc. and the Bifhop finding be 
would anfwer no otherwife, he pulled off his 
Cap, and crofljng his Brcaft and Forehead, 

i>rbnounced Sentence upon him in the fof* 
owing Manner: 

/John Stokeflcy, Bt/J«f ^London, by the 
Counfeland Confent of my Brethren here prefent^ 
do pronounce /i&^^T^homasBilney, who haft been 
accufed of dhers Articles^ to beconviSted ofHe^ 
refy^ and for the refl of the Sentence, we wiii 
take Deliberation till To-morrow. 

The next Day, the Bilhops being again 
aflembled, and Biiney brought before them, 
the Bifhop of London asked him again. Whe- 
ther he would recant, and return to the Unity 
of the Church ? To which Biiney anfwercd. 
That he would not (lander the Gofpel, and 
trufted he was not feparatcd from the Church j ' 
"but however defired a Day or two to delibe- 
fate with himfelf and his Friends, whether he 
might abjure the Herefies wherewith he wa8 
defamed, or no. Which being at length granted, 
he appeared before the faid Uifhops, and faid. 
That he was perfwadcd by Mr. Doncajler and 
other Friends, to fubmit himfelf, truftmg that 
they would deal mildly with him, both in 
jthe Abjuration and Penance, which was thus . 
performed : He fubfcribcd his Abjuration, and 
bring abfolved, bis Penance was, to bear a 
C 3 Faggot 
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Faggot at the ProcefliDft to §t Pauh^ b«»* 
bea(ted, ftand before the preacher aH theTioM 
of the Sermon, and remain in Pri^m till lie 
9ras releaied by Cardinal Woljif. Thus wat 
the Spirit of this good Man broke and over^ 
comt by the Evils be hadiiiff»^, md ^ 
Apprcheniion of dill greater; fa that he j^ielidod 
to tlie Suggeftions of Flefli and I^ood, and 
renoonced that Tmth of which he bad been 
fo tohg a Confefibn 

But after this Ab^qratiem^ he waa^dee{% 
lafFeded with Sorrow and Repentance fdr wfaitt 
he had done, that he was near the Point c^ 
pefpair } for when he fetomed to Com^idge^ 
he had fuch. Conflids in htmfelf, that hi$ 
Friends were afraid to leate him alone, and 
•were forced to be with him Day and Night, 
to comfort him; but nothing would do. If 
^ny P^flkgp of Scripl!iire was mfnti^md to 
appeafe his Sorrow, hQ would be in as great 
jin Agony as if he had been wounded to the 
li^cart with a Dagger; for he thoogbt all 
jScripmre was againft him, and feund^ to his 
Condeoindtion. Neither Meat nor Drink did 
him any Good^ and all Things that coold be 
alledged for his Comfort, feemed lo bbfn to 
make againft him ; ib vehemently was this 
good Man pierced with Grief for almoft two 
Years : But at length, by God's Grace and 
' Counfel, he came to heat Quiet c^Cooicience^ 
and foHy refolved to give u^ Ut Life for the 
Confellion of thf^ Ttifl*J> whHA hf^hatfl re- 

nounced j 
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Amno^i iod thercupoo^ at ten o'Clocktf 
hiightg took his L€bv€ in TrtMty^HaU, otfomtt 
af bis Ffiends^ and departed immedialely fad 
ibe CouAty of Ihrf$lk^ where he pleached 
fidi^ prtwtely b Houirs, to confirm the Bre* 
tfaieo aod ^tn^ aod an Ancborefs, whom he 
bad fbmierly converted to Cbrift : Afterward 
be preached openly m the Fieidi^ confeffing 
bU'Pai^ti and incukafing the ]>odrine9 he 
bad afcjnred ag the vetj Truth, and . defirod ^ 
Kmk to take Warmng by him, and never 
tmft tbetr carnal and wc^idly Friends in Mat-* 
Hc% o£ Rrligoa^ 

Then be went to N^rwici, where he had 
not been bng before he waa apprdieoded, and 
0arried to Prifon^ there to remain tsU Biibop 
Pi^ fent up for a^ Writ to bora hkn* 

Wh^i the Writ waa come, Bilmy was 
again brought before Dt. Peiles^ the Bishop's 
Chancellor) and b^g after a ihor.t Exami* 
aiation condenMMd by him^ was degraded by 
^firagan Underumd^ affilled by feveral Friers 
and Ck)dors, and thto committed to the Lay*> 
Pbwer, the Sberifs ol N^wcb^ <tf whom 
fh^mas NeSfm^ a Friend of Bilney^ was one ; 
He was lorry to ace^ bim, but by his OU 
#De eookl not amid it » yet being in his Cufto- 
dy, he afforded bfin att wH aad friendly Ufage 
m be was4aatted one to fnfier. 
' Tbe Nigbt before whidi, be was obferved 
to eat aa at other Time^ with achearfui Coun^ 
temncei a»d a coiApofed and quiet Mind: 
C ^ Whereupon 
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Whereupon a Friend faid to bim, ThsX be 
va8 glad to fee bim take fucb a hearty Re-- 
fre(hmeot at that Time, when his ibrrowful 
and painful Departing was fo near at Hand. 
To this he made Anfwer, T^bat be found bimftlf 
in the Cafe (f a Mun wbo dwelt in a ruin$u$ 
Houfe^ and yet beftowedCofi <m tbe Repairs^ fi$ 
long as be continued bis Abode in it^ 
** As he was dticourfing with his Frkfids, and 
edifying them by his doua Sentiments and 
ExpremoQS, one oUerved to him» that though 
his Body was going to be expofed to the Rags 
of the Flames, yet the Comfort of God's^Spir 
rit would cool it fo |is to be an everlafting 
Refrefhment to bims. The Martyr at thete 
Words put his Hand to the Flame of thft 
Candle, as it burnt before him; and feeling th(^ 
Heat of 'it, as be had often done before, he 
faid, that he felt by Experience, and could ac^ 
count for it by Pbilofophy, that Fire waa hot, 
but that he bad learned from the Word of 
God, that fome, who had pat their X^uft 
nn him, had felt no Heat in the Flame, nor 
Confumption in the Fire v that ^ for hinofcif, 
though the Stubble of his Body fhould be 
wafted, his Soul would be purified by it ; and 
he would not regret the Pain whicb would be 
followed by unfpeakablc Joys. 

At his Execution, Anno i53i» he (dmie 

.Dr. Warner^ Parfoii of Winterim^ bis old 

Acquaintance, to be with him for his Gboftly 

Comfort , apd zx the Stake made Confe^op of 

bit 
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Im Fmh in the Words of the Apoftlcs Creed. 
Dr. Wamer was fearce able to bid him ferc- 
well for weepings when the Martyr faid to 
him in Latih^ Pafce gngtm tuum^ pafcegrt^ 
gem tuum 5 ut eum venerit Ddminus^ inveniat 
U fie facieM4m % that is, Feed your Fhck^feed 
ymr Fkek i that when the Lord cometb^ be may 
find you fo dtnt^. 

He communed tyo more with Flefh and 
Bloody but with great Patience and ChearfuU 
nefs fubmitted to the Flames^ which the 
Wind c^ten blowing from him^ he fufiered ex* 
traordinary Torture equal to the Wi(hes and 
Malice of his blood-thirfty Perfecutors. He 
was burnt without the Gate of the City of 
No^wcb^ called BiJht^^Gate, in a low Valley, 
commonly called Tbe Lollards Pit, under ^t. 
Leonards Hill, which^ with other Hills» fur* 
round it. 

. The Bifhop hearing, after Bilnefs Death 
how holy and good a Man he was^ faid, he 
feared he had burnt jibeli and Bifliop Lati^ 
pier^ preaching in the Reign of Edward VI/ 
before the King, calls him tbat bkjfed Martyr 
f^Gody and in his SernK)n before the Dutchefi 
of Norfolk^ Saint Bilney. 

Sir "Tbomas More, Chancellor of England, 
at the Time of Bilnefs Matyrdom, and Mr. 
Q^, ^ve it out, that he had again recanted 
hh Opinions ; but Mr. jR^x at large confiitea 
thatSlla&der. 

The 
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The HISTORY of 

friLLUM TINDALLa 

« 

MR. TINDALL wz$ oi Magdakn^ 
Halt in Ox^ri^ and had been bred op 
b that Univerfity from his Gfa^bood, vrhem 
lie took his Degrees, and improved in the 
Knowledge of Languages, and the Liberal 
Arts, but more cfpccialty apply'd himfelf td 
the Study of the Scriptures; upon which he 
ormtely read Lcfturcs to fome of the Peli 
Wws and Students in the Cdlege with him, 
'' Prom the Univerfity he removed to one Mr. 
Wekb'% in Ghucejierfhire^ to be Tutor to hit 
Oiildren ; where living at an hofpitabte TaMe, 
Iseetften met with Abbots, Dcans^ Archdeacons, 
(md other Doftors, whom in Difcourfe about 
CHurch AfFaifs, he thought himfelf obliged to 
oppofe, for the Sake of ^ripture and Truth. 
His Difpates were borne with for fome Time^ 
either as Table-Talk, or for Di%utation lakcj 
but at length Mr. TUndalfs Opponents finding, 
that he was zealous in condemning the Romijh 
Errors, and maintaining the Truth, contrary 
to their Opinions, allcdging Scripture for his 
lincontroulable Voucher, as they were in general 
much di(J>ieafed with bim^; fo one of thdhr 
great DexSlor^, berng one Day preflfed whh Hit 
Arguments, faid, that we had better he mtbmt 
G^s Laws than the Pope's. This Speech fo 

provoked 
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^rof ekfid Mr. Tindall^ that he faid, he defied 
the P9pe and all bis Laws ; and told him far- 
ther, that if God ipared hW Life, in a kw 
YearSi he would caufc a Boy that drives the 
plough to know mott of the Scripture than 
that l)o£tor» 

This 7ka\ for the Truth fttrred hiai op 

0iany Enemieaj who having given it out con* 

<Gerning bim, that he was an Heretic in Sopbt* 

firy^ Logic, and Divinity^ he knew he could 

not be £ife in his prefent Habitation, and therew 

fbre caking leave of Mr. Wekb^ his kind 

F!»tron, he went up to London \ but the fame 

Fears ftill (Hirfuing him thither, he went into 

Qirmany^ and after he had been a while in 

Saxony ^ where he ccmxcrfcd withLi//i&^, he 

came into tht Netherlands^ and fettled tt 

4ntv^. While he was here, he often 

thought oi the miierable Deception of the 

People of his own Nation, for want of jhc 

Knowledge of the Scripture; and after many 

ferious Cofifiderations, determined with him^ 

fiiF, That except the Scriptures were (o plainly 

kid before the Eyes of the Laity in their Mov 

ther-Tongue, that they might fee the Piroccft, 

Order, and Meaning of a Text, it would ha 

impoffible to fecure the right Interprtttttion of 

it, againft the carnal Glofles jof the Churdi 

tk R6me% forafmuch as the Pofnjh Dodorii 

irrtaild fometimes darken the right Senie of a 

Text with Arguments of Philofophy ; fomc^r 

times with Worldly Similitudes, or {he fcem^^^ 

ing 
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sng Reafons of natural Wifdocn; fotnetimef 
perplexing Allegories ; fo that though a Man 
felt in his Heart, and was fare that all they 
had faid was falfe ; yet without having the 
whole Scripture laid before him, as it welre in 
one View, he could not folve or unfold their 
iubtle Riddles, 

He firfl: began with tranflating the New- 
^efiament^ which he finiihed in the Year of 
^ur Lord ,1527, having, as he lived in Flanders 
and Germany^ at that Time conferred with 
Luther 2Lnd other Learned Men; and pro* 
ceeded foon after to the Tranflatlon of the 
£vc Books of Mo/es, in the 0/</, with the 
AHlftance of Mr. Miles Coverdale^ who being 
a Perfon of accurate Knowledge in the £&- 
Mrew^ was employed in all the other Verfionj 
xA the Bible, which were made in the Reign 
^oi Kxvig Henry Vlll. 

When Mr. lUndall had fini(hed xht New 
TCefiamenty he added an Epiftle to. the latter 
End of it 5 wherein he defircd all learned Men 
to compare the Tranflation with the Original, 
and to amend what they found amiis : This 
Invitation, though it (hewed a fincere and 
honed: Heart in the Author, wis rejected by 
the Papijls with great Scorn : They faid, there 
were a thouiand Herefies in the Tranflation ; 
that it was not to be corredied, but utterly 
fuppreffed : Others faid, that it was impof- 
£ble to tranflate the Scriptures: Others faid^ 
that it was xontraty to Lawj ^nd that it 

would 
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jTOuld make the Pebple Heretics^ or encpurage 
them to take up Arms again ft the King. All 
which may be found in Mr. Tindali's Frcfacc 
before the firft Book of Mojes. 
, 'Thefe were but the Clamours of the in- 
ferior Clergy and Bigots, the Bifliops and 
higher Powers^ being incenfed and ipfianied, 
noc at the Scriptures, but at the Defign of the 
Trajaflatqr, yvno w^s about curing the Blind- 
^efs o£ the Peopk,fct their He^ds together to 
find out Means to fupprcis the Tranflation^ 
and deftroy the Author. To efiedl the former, 
they^ took great Pains to imbitter the King 
XSenry VIIL] againft the Work, and at length 
prevailed upon him to iflue out his ProcU- 
^ipation againft the Reading of ^indalH Te- 
iiament, cur any of his other Booksi 
!. .After which it was publiflbed under the 
Niaroe of ^oma% Matthews^ and made more 
perfcift by having. Marginal Notes, and alfb 
a Tranflation of the remaning Part of the 
^Jlpocbrypba,. yfhich had beeo omitted by Mr. 
^indaU\ and/ this Bible, through the Intercft 
qf thp Lord , Cromwell and ArchbKhop Cr^ «- 
mer^ was approved of by the King ; and . a 
Xine in red Letters was added to the Title, 
with thefc Wqrds : Set fort^ , with the King's 
moji gracious Licenfe. l- 1 J . 

.Such as accounted it Herefy i;o make any 
T|^anflatipn at all of the BiUe into a Vulgar 
Language, ^ which indeed Is the; general Doc- 
trine of the R(imi/h Cbufi^R)^. j^opld not be 

offended 
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bjfended at this Book; when 1>efldes tfii 
Tranflation of the Bible, there was a Table 
added to it, at fuch Texts as rcAified the 
Errors of the Romijh Church, concernii^'tlte 
t^ori^ Supper^ and juftified^ the Marriage of 
Ifritfts. It was here alfo faid, that the Efac- 
limine of the Mafe was not to be found \ti 
the Scripture. It was therefore not longW 
fore the Sale of this Bible was refcrained^ as 
well as that of the other^ notwithftanding ft 
had obtained the King's Licenfe. 
' The Reformers, under this Perpfcxityi ref 
'£)lved on printing another Tianflation ajt 
Tarhy withbut Comments, or any of the 
exceptionable Articles, which before had giveli 
Offence ; and obtained the King^s Letter^ to 
the French King to countenance and licenfe 
the Undertaking. This was done about the 
Year 1537, when Dr. Bonnif was theXing^ 
*Amba(udor at the Court of France j to 
which Station he had been recommended 
\>y the Intereft of the Lord Cromwell, who 
efteemed him as a Perfon of Worth, and'a 
iealous Affertof of the Word of God j where- 
fore the next Year he procured his Nomtn^« 
tion to the Krihoprick of HereforJ, and fiic 
Months after that, to the See (a London,' both 
in the Year 1538. 

* Bomer was fo zealous for the printing thjs 
Book, or rather to recommend himfdf to tfie 
Favour of the Lord Crmwell, who had tttc 
Affair muchatHeart^ tittt there Was fcflte^ 
t - Day^ 
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Day but be invked the Print^s to dine ftod 
fyf with him : He vifited the Prefs, that be 
imght him&lf fee the Work go fctrward, ttid 
. ipcwld ccwtmue there fometimes the grealeft 
Part of the Day. He caufcd the Workmen 
to print a N^v? T^^am^m in EngUJh and Latin^ 
ai which he took a great Namber, and d(* 
ftribated them among his Friends. 

The Printers procttded in this Work tiU 
$he wJbple was finithed^ and two tboa&nd five 
hitlidred Bibtei were printed under the Co^-* 
fftftioa of Miki Qr&erJak: But the Fnncb 
laking^ d Ptetence on a fudden^ to ^Mrrd 
wttlf the Prtntere, the Bibles were all fiezed at 
ParU \ and an Order was iflued for bumkig 
^^em. However, fome few of them were »• 
covered^ which the EngHJb taking with them 
to L$nion^ reprinted, and made (everal Im- 
«preffi(»isof them. 

This Bibfe continued to be read and al* 

towed of, t^l the Down^ of the Locd 

Cr9m%»eUy in the Year 1540 ; at wtncfa Time 

Bmm^i AfkGticm for the Oofpel, and Gn(« 

tiMde K> €if!9mmeily ceafed together i for as he 

wa$ heard tooiH Crmimetty ylSt wtry next I>ay 

«ft» his Diigraosy kniod snd vHe Heretk^ fo lie. 

^joined wkh WilKbefter^ Imown fwom Enemy, 

't» obtain th^Ptoh^ition of liieKble; againfl 

-^ich the chief Matter of Ofcjcaion wa^ 

That thoo^b the former Notes of IhmMS 

^Matthews were onoitted in it, ^et there wei« 

£indrj Marks or Hands, wHh a f>ointed Fin* 
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gpr, inserted in .flKt Margin, to -fige^i .itet 
there. oQght to have^ bieen Notes, in tba(b Fl^i^ei. 
After m\» thj^c .wa# no Tranflation of the 
-Bible allowed ^of ; duiii^ the Jleign ^f J&iflg 
Henry VIH. 

Yet there was an A^, which 4>af{e4. b^ tiv^ 
Year .i543, l^ thf Int^eft erf <>ij|f«*fi-,.tl»t 
Bibles (not of TimhlN Tranfladoji) ««ght be 
.received-: But m or4imry Wman^^ Artificer^ 
'ApJ>n9tve^ Journ^mm^ Serving^Mmy-Hm^ 
^iafidman, cr Labourer^ might hok intotif^ Nei- 
ther did Bifliop CUirdimr feem wholly a?effe 
fa an Und^naking of this Nature ; but it was . 
even then plain, that he could be no Favourer 
of the Defign, for he required % Condition 
.in the Performance of it, which would haye 
made it almoft ineflfeduah 

He faid, that there were many Words of 
fuch Majefty in the Latin New Tefiamenf, 
that they <Hight not to be tranflated, but 
muft Aand in the Englijh Bible as they wer;e 
in the Latin, . and gave in about a hundred of 
them } the Catak)gue b^an with thc^; Ec-' 
clefia, Panitentia^ Pmtifex, Ekmenta, J^^a^ 
tnentum^ jidorare Simuhtbrum. By keeping 
of which two laft Words in Latin {Adt^are^ 
to worjhip, Simukcbrum, an Jm^f) it ia 
manifeft, he could have no o(her Intetaijia 
than to prevent the People from diicc^nir^tb^ 
vifible Oppofition . which lies between the 
Scriptures and the Kfimijh Churchy k| the 
Matter of Images. . ^ 

And 
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And it migbt be judged from a Trania&ion 
of the feme Year 1543, tliat Bminer (though 
h« bad Ibdaken the Lord Crpmwelt) mi^t 
Dei^rthelefs have favoured a Traoflation of 
the Bible^ wherein the Encroachments of 
Popery are (o eaiily defcried, at ' leaft it ap» 
peared from what happened this Year at Afur- 
JeiUe$^ that Bonner had no great perfonal Re« 
fpcd: for the Pope, {Leo de Medich, ) nor the 
Pope for him : For being fent by the King 
with a (harp MeiTage to the Pope, who was 
ibfsa at Marfeilks, he delivered it in fiich 
rai&ng Terms, and with fo much Fury, that 
tbt? Pope talked of having him thrown into a 
Caldron of melted Lead, and burning him 
alive : Upon which he made his Efcape.* 

Mr. Tjndall, not daring to return to his 
Native Country,^ continued beyond Sea, pro* 
pofing there to enjoy his Life and Liberty, 
and to plant the Word among the Engltjh 
Merchants in Flanders, by many of whom 
he was revered as an Angel or Meflenger of 
God : But he was not to efcape the Malice 
of his Enemies, who joining with Sir Thomas 
JMore^ then Lord Chancellor of England, tryed 
all Means to bring about his Deftmdtion; 
They examined all Perfons who had been 
convef&nt with him in Antwerp, or the Parts 
adjacent, as to his Stature, his Drefe, the 
Houfehe lodged in, &c. and having fufiicienc 
Marks to find him outj they fent over one 
Henry Phillips, with a Servant, as if he had 

D been 



Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



34 3*if H I ST O R'Y of 

bcefi a GentlcmaB, wiiling to paf^ iome 
Time at jintwerp^ end there iniinuating him* 
fclf into Mv4*^indaifs Acquaintance, he be- 
trayed him to. the Emperor's Procurator* 
General, by whom he was fent to theCaftle of 
Filford. 

Wbcn the News was brought to England^ 
that Mr. Tindall was arrcftcd, the Govern* 
ment forthwith reclaimed him ; not fo much 
to rescue him from Bonds, for tbofc might 
have been prepared for him in England^ but 
becaufe the Emperor and the King were at 
that Time upon captious Terms. There was 
at firft oo grcat^ Difficujty made to the De- 
mand of furrendering him 5 only the Lord of 
the Caftlc of Filford faid, that the Bngli^ 
had lately put fome of their Countrymen to 
Death in Smitbfieldi To which AeMeflengcr 
anfwered, that they were Anabapijisi and if 
hi& Lordfliip, or any other Lord» had writ for 
them, they would have been fiirrendered to 
him : Bat the treacherous Phillips^ who had 
been fent to work his Ruin, ftill puriued him^ 
andallcdged that the Me0enger, whofcNanae 
was PointZy was himfelf an Heretic, and bad 
harboured and entertained the Priibner in hk 
Houfe at Antwerp 5 and that all this Stir in 
Behalf of Tindall was owin^ to him : Where- 
upon Points^ was himfelf apprehended, and 
put to great Trouble, being kept long in Pri* 
fon, from whence at length he made his Eicape. 

Mr. Tindall was foon after condemned and 

brought 
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brought to the Stake, in Virtue of a Decree 
of the Diet oi Augjburgb\ and halving there 
prayed to the Lord, with great Fervor and 
Zeal, for the King of England^ that God 
would c^en his Eyes, he received the Crown 
of Martyrdom, having firft, during his Im-* 
prifonment, converted his Keeoers, and the 
Keeper's Daughter, with otners of hia 
Houftiold. 

All who were converfant with him, while 
he was iniprifoned in the Caflle, declared that 
if he waS' not a good Chriftian, there was no 
knowing who to truft in ; for he ibidly coU'* 
formed himfelf in all his O^nver^tion to a 
divine Remark he bad made^ which is to be 
found in one of hb Letters, That as Lowlinefs 
of Heart makes us acceptable to God, ib Meek-» 
nefe of Wotds engages the Affedions of Men. 
The Emperor's Ajttoraey gave him the Char 
rafter of at^mo Docfus, Pius and Bonus^ a ieara« 
ed, pious and good Man s (hewing that he look- 
ed upon him only as condemned by Reprifal j 
arid that though he promoted it, he was 
^ieved at the Septeuce^ 



^ » Thjl 
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Thfe HISTORY of 

JOHN L4MBERT. 

JOHN LAMBERT, zXmNicbolfon, 
was born In Norfolk^ bjrought up at i^m^ 
bridge^ and converted by Bilney. By his 
Studies in the Univcrfity^ he became a good- 
Profident in the Greek and Latin Top^^. 
in wb)ch he exercifed himfelf by traniktii^ 
divers good Books into Eftgli/h-j but being 
foon after his Ordinatic^, by the Suffragan 
Bifhop of Norwich, into Priefts Orders^ forced, 
through th? Violence of the Times, to get 
out of. the Nation, he fled to Mr. Tindall^ 
a.nd fg^e Other Friends, , who were with hiin^ 
and was m^de preacher and Chaplain to the 
Bnglijh Fa(Jtory at Antwerp ; but not being 
on* of the Reach of Sir Thomas More, Lord 
High .Chancellor of England, he wae^ by 
the H^p of one B^rkw^ apprehended and 
brought to London, /where being in Cuftody 
X while, hp was. carried before Archbifhc^ 
If^arham^ firfl at Lan^etb, and ihm at O/- 
fard.jtQ t)e e:!camined upon fwjy Articles: 
Anfw^ls to which werei deKvcred to tjbe Atch- 
bifliopi in wder to hifi s^pen Trial, which was^ 
iow after to have folloirfd ; but Plrovidciice 
'prevented it, pardy by the Path of the Arch* 

bilhop. 
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hUhop, and partly by the King's Marriage 
wiA ^nne Bolen-, which produced a general 
Eamon and Rclcafe af all Pr ifoncrs.. 

Lambert having now got his Liberty, fet 
up a Saho:4 to teach Gr,eek and Latin pin the 
Stocks, afterwards calfed Sttfcks Market, and 
intending to marry, renounced his Priefthood. 
\ In this Station he continued five Years un- 
mole&ed, at the End of which happening to 
go to St. Peter's Church in Oornhill, he heard 
Dr. Tdylor^x^ch concerning Chrift's corporal 
Prefencc in the Sacrament : At which being 
difl&tisfied, he went to fpeak with the Dodor 
about it after Sermon. But the Dodor rc- 
fijfing any Conference on that Subject, bad 
him write his Mind, which he did ; and 
alkdged, thatfince the Words of ChriftfTA/i 
Cup is the New ^eftament'] do not change ei- 
ther the Cup, or the Wine corporally into the 
Blood of Chrift, neither is it reafonable to 
believe, that the Words of Chrift fpoken of 
Brted, faying, This is my Boify^ (hoold turn 
the ifoead corporally into the Body of Chrift* 

Again he alledged, that it is againft the 
Nature of bn human Body, to be in two or 
mocte Places at one Time ; fo that Chrift's na- 
tural Body cannot be at the Right Hand of 
God in Heaven, and in the Sacrament at once. 
And he ferther added that a natural Body cari 
oot be without its Form and Shape, Conditions 
and Accidents; even as Accidents and Condt-> 
tiopt caqqot be without their Subje^ or Sub^ 
D 3 ftanca. 
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fta^cc. Then forafrtiuch as in the Sacra- 
ment there is no Quality, or Qaanlky,'/|Dr 
Condition of the Body <Jf Chrift, and finally 
no Appearance at all of Flefh ; it is therefbrc 
plain, thit there is no Tranfubftantiate Body 
of Chrift in the Sacranfient. 

Thefc Allegations John Lamiert delivered 
to Dr, Tayhr*^ and he (hewed them to one 
Dr. Barm, to have his Advice^ ^bout them : 
And he advifed him to ftiew them to Thmai 
Cranmer, then Archbiihop of CanUrbury, 
which he did : By which Means thi$ private 
Affair became public ; for the Arrhbiftlc^ fent 
for Lambert, and brought him into opert Court 
to plead for himfelf, where being over- born 
by Authority, he was forced to appeal to the 
King f^Henry VIII.] Stephen Gardiner, Bifhop 
of JVtnchefier, had now got the Opportunity 
he wifhed for 5 to fupprefs the Progrds of the 
Gofpel^ and going to the King, tells him, that 
though he was in great Hatred with the Peo- 
ple for abolifhing the Pope*% Supremacy, fup- 
preffing Monaftefies, and divorcing his Queen, 
yet he might now pacify the Minds of all, 
if he would fhew himfelf zealous in criifhing 
the Heretics, which he had a fair Opportu- 
nity to do in this Matter of Lambert. 

The* King did not unwillingly ghre Ear to 
fhis Advice ; but hnmcdiately fent out h\% 
Commiffion to all the Nobles and Btfliops of 
the Realm to come with all Speed to Lomhn^ 
to af]ift him againft the Heretics, and Herefy, 

^ then 
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^ then maintained, for he wuold fit himielf in 
J«i(%ment upon them. 

On the Day appointed they all met^ and 
there was a great Appearance, wheq Lambert 
was brought forth, and placed oppofite to the 
Royal Seat. Then the King hirafclf cam« 
in as the fupreme Judge, cloat 
^ on* his Right Hand fat the £ 

in Purplei and behind them 
OQ his Left Hand fat the Peei 
and the Judges; and behin 
Gentlemen of the King's Privy-Chamber. 

The King looked very fternly on Lambert^ 
and then comounded Dr. Day^ Bi(hop of 
-C^Ubefter^ to tell the People the Caufe of his 
calling them together, which he did in a long 
Oration ; wherein he faid, '^ It was the King's 
" Pleafure^ that all States and Degrees of the 
** Nation (hould be admoni(hed not to con- 
ceive any finifter Opinion of him, lince he 
had ahpliihed the Authority of the Bi(hop 
of Rome ; as if he meant to (pctinguifh all 
Religion, and to give Liberty to the 
Herietics, with Impunity, to didurb the 
Church of England^ whereof he was the 
Headt Moreover, they (hould not think, 
that they were affemblcd at that Time to 
make any Difputation about heretical Doc- 
trines, but only that by the Induftry of the 
Biibops, the Herefies o£ all fuch like, (hould 
be refuted, or openly condemned in the 
^' Prcfencc of them all." 

D 4 When 
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When the BUbap of Cbicbeftir had ^ndcd 
his Speech, the King ftood up, kanmg upon 
a Curtiionx of rich Tifliie ; jtnd tujroifig hlm- 
felf to Lambert^ wiih % frowning aiwl 
threatening. Countenance, faid, Ho^ ga^dFel- ' 
low ! what is thy Name."^ 

Then Lambert kneeling faid. My Name is 
John Nicholfon, thUi^b many call me LAOihttu 
What\ faid the Kin& bave^you two Namfs? I 
would not trujl you that have two Names ^ though 
you were my Brother. 

O mojl noble Prince^ {faid Lambert) ym$f 
Bijhops forced me to change my Name. And 
after manv Words, the King conunandedhim 
to go to the Matter, and to declare his Opi*' 
pion concerning the Sacrament of the Altar. 

hambert hereupqn began to make a long 
Speech; but the King with an angry Voice 
interrupted \i\vci^i2L^\vi^^Icamenot here to hear 
my cwnPraifes painted out in my Frefence : Go 
to the Matter. Tbefe Words of the King fo 
dafhed Lanfbert^ that he remained iilent for 
feme Time, when the King b«ing hafty, faid 
with Anger and Vehemence, Why Jlandefi 
thoujiitli Anjwer concerning the Socrament of 
the Jiltar^ whether dofi thou faj^ that it is the 
Body (^ Chaiji^ or wilt (hou deny it ? Lambert 
faid, / an/wer (at which Words the King pot 
off his Cap) with Augaftine, that it is the Bor 
dy of Chri^, after a certain Manner. . jinfwir 
tn^ not^ iaid the lting» by. St. Auguftinc, Mioriy 
(he Authority of aj^ other i but tell me plainly^ 

whetbtr 
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iBhetber tbou faffi it is the Body of Chrifi, or 
no. Tbefe Words the King'fpoke in Latin. 
Then, a»fwered Lambert^ I deny ittobetbi 
Body ofCbrifl. Mark -well, replied the King, 
for tbou Jhak be condemned by Cbriji's own 
fVords^ Hx eji Corpus meum. 

Then the King commanded the Archbidiop 
to refote bis Aflertion ; which he endeavoured 
to do, ^nd fo did feveral Bifhops one after 
another. And Lambert anfwered them all in 
their Turns, that it was contrary to Reafon for 
the natural Body of Chrift to be in the Sa- 
crament, The Difpotc was long, and con- 
tinued from twelve at Noon till five in the 
Evening j and then Lights were brought in. 
And the King faid to Lambert : Wbat Jafji 
tbou nowy after the great Labour tbat bas been 
takenioitb thee, and alt the Rea/ons and Injiruc- 
tions ofthtfe learned Men, art tbou not yet fa- 
tisfied? mit tbou live or diet Jhu bajifree 
Choice. ' 

Lambert anfwered, lyhld andfubmit myfelf 
voholly to the Will of your Majefiy. Then iaid 
the King,' Commit tbyfelf into the Bands of 
God, and not to mine. Lambert replied, I com- 
mit my Soul into the Hands of God; but my 
Body J wholly yield andfubmit to your Clemency. 
7ben, replied the King, 'you mu/l die, for I 
will be no Patron to Heretics. And fo bad 
the ImiA Cromwell, his Vlcar-Gencral, read 
the Sentence of Condemnation againft him. 

ypOB the Day of bis Execution he was 

brought 
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brotigbt to CromweWs Houfc, and being car* 
ried into a private Chamber, it is reported^ 
that Crorn'mll aiked bim Pardon lor wimt he 
had done, for he was a Favourer of thefe 
People called G^/ilr/. 

Lambert was then brcmght into the HaH^ 
and having (kluted the Gentlemten there, iat 
down to Breakfaft vvith thetli, (hewing no 
Manner of Sadnefs, or Signs of Fear. Break- . 
faft heing over, he was carried to SmithJUId^ 
and there fa(lened to the Stake to be burnt i 
but was ufed cruelly l^ the Officers, for when 
his Legs were burnt off, two of them ftruck 
their Halberts into his Body, and lifted him 
up as high as the Chain would penmt, he 
holding up his Hands, at the feme Time^ all 
in a flaming Fire, cried out Nam but Cbrifi^ 
Nont but Chrifi. Then being let down again 
by their Halberts, this holy Martyr fell into 
the Fire, and yielded his Spirit. His Execu* 
tion was in the Year of our Lord 1538. 



The.HISTORY of 

RICH4RD HUNNE, 

RICHARD HUNNE was a Mer. 
chant-Taylor of London^ and a Free- 
man of the fame, who living bad a Difpute 
with the Parfoiji of St, Mary Maffekn (now 

JVbitecbapel) 
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fVhitecbapel) nbout the Be&rliig-6heet which 
cowred hit Child at im Burial, and wu 
ckimed by tke £ud Parfi){i ac ^ Mortuaiy» bat 
defiiod by Hunm^ was, in Revenge, acct^ of 
Herefy, and being appi^betM^ and impri- . 
fotied in tbe Lothrdi Tower belonging to &t^ 
PmFs^ was ai length exwnincd by Dr. Fi/jfc- 
y^mei^ Btfliop of JUndm^ upon thefe Artides, 
f , That he taught that Tithes were nat or^ 
dAined by God's Laws. 2. That he oMliaately 
d(^nd(xl that Biihops and Priefts were the 
Scribes and Pfaacifees that crucified Chrifti 
and that they are Preadiers, but not Doprs of 
the Law. 3. That he had in his Pofleflion 
(fivers Books prohibited by the Law, as the 
Cqfocls, Epiftks, Revelaticms, &c. 

wliatAnfwcr Hunm gave to thtfe Articles 
we do not find^ but after he was remanded to 
Prifon, he had not been there above tvvo 
Nights, but he was found hanged in his 
Chamber, by the Sumner's Boy, who ufuaily 
carried him Meat. The Boy, and fome others 
that were with him, feemed furprized at this - 
Accident, and went diredly to acquaint the 
fiifliop's Chancellor with' it j who prcfefttly 
getting his Officers and Servants about bim, 
went to the Prifon to fee what was done, 
and immediately fpread it abroad among the 
People, That Richard Hunne had hanged him* 
felfinlMpair. 

The Qtizens of Londm knoviring the Ho«^ 
ncfty and Goodnefs of the Man, vehemently 

fufpe<3:ed 
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SxfyeiBkd fame foot E^lings^ and tfaercopom 
ouifed tim Coroomr to fammon a Jary^ iearch 
the'Body, a^d ezsufeiioe ftridly into the Mat*- 
Mr; whldi they accordingly did,' and £;>iu)d^ 
by good and fiifflrieat Evidence, that Dr; 
Ht^fiy^ the Chanoellar^ Charles Ji^K »b^ 
Sunoiitf, and Jtim Spaiding, the J^U-ringer/ 
had pniriiy and malidouiy commttted this 
Mntdka", and tndifled them as malicions 
fdm&dcccs, and diey were tried. as ^SBob ; but^ 
by Qurdinal Wdlfefs Intereft wiih the King, 
they were pardoned ; yet thus far ai^mtting 
HuwtB of bis Sei£^Mter(kr, that Ins Goods ta* 
the Value of 1 500/. were reftored to his 
Children. 



the HISTORY of 

ROBERT TJCKINGTOK. 

M^.PACKIhlG'rON ^^ a Mer- 
cer in Cbeapfide^ a Man of 5ubftance, 
and very ijevout. He ufed every Day to go^ 
to Prayers at St. Thomas oiAcres^ now called 1 
Mercer's 'Chapel I and as he was croffing the 
Street 4n a mifty Morning, about five o'clock, 
was (hot dead : Several Labouifers ftanding at 
the End of Soper-Lank, heard the Noife of 
tbeOon, but faw pot the Perfon whodii^ 

charged 
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cbarged it. For fome Time the Mitfderec! 
was not known, or what profoked hmt to the 
PcrpetrattOQ of fo horrid a Deed ; bat at length 
Dr. Mcenf^ Dean of 8t. PmI% being upon 
his Deatb-Bed, confeflo}, that he had hired an 
Batian Brdvo^ for fixty Crowns, to do the 
l^ttfin^ repoiting himfelf greatly thereof. 

The Caitfe of tlus Hatted to him was, that 
being oas of the Reprefentattres for the Chy 
10 Parlkibeat, he had fpokm in the Hoi^ 
(h^ply of the Covetottfne6 and Cnteky of- 
the Ckc^, who theeefwe bc^e him a Grudge 
whkdi Dr. hiani thus paid by kitting htm« 



The HISTORY of 

JOHN TEWKSBERRT. 

HE was a Lcathcrfeller of Tjondori^ and 
converted by reading ^indalfs Tc- 
ftament, and a Book t:d!A!^WicieiM4nmon^ . >^ 
out of which Bifhop Curtbkrt Tuf^all having **%: 
fcledcd fcveral Affcjrtions, examined lewkf- , 
^rry about them, viz. Whether Faith only 
jnftifieth a Man? To which he anfwered. 
That if he (hould feek to be juftjfied: by 
Works, he ihould do wiclwdly, for Works 
followed Faith, and Chrift redeemed m aU 
with the Merits of his Paffion^ 2. That the 

Law 
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Law of God fafibf^thm Meriu. To which 
be anfiMred, Tkst k plam enonglx 3. That 
fbe Law of G^fequkes Things knpdfibk (^ 
lis. To this he anfwercd. That the Law erf 
God requires us to love God with all <xi( 
Heart6| and our NeighbojUras ourfeWes, which 
no Man could ever do. 4. That there is no 
l^w tMifrto hiwthiC believeth, and it juftt- 
fied by Faith* To this he anlwered^ He- 
foand no III in ir. 5. That good Works muft 
be done without any Kefped to Pf^fii Vb be 
bad by-them. To which he faid, k is Troth. 
6. That Alms defo-ve no Reward of God. 
To which he anfwered, It k true. 7. That 
the Sedfcs of Mohks^ Francifcans^ Dominicans^ 
&c. are damnable. To this he replied, St. 
Paul fpeaks again ft them. Thcfe Anfwerr 
the Bifliop reputed to be Herefy, and prayed 
htm to reh^rm, and fbrfake bis Errors. Afibsr 
many Perfwafions and Threats, he at length 
iiibmitted to the Bifliop; and abjured his Opi- 
nions^ and was, on May tht 8th 1529011** 
joined the following Penance. 

I. That h* (hould keep well his Atjuration, 
under Pain of Relapfe. 

II. That the next Sunday following he 
ihould in open Proceffion in St. PauFs Chorc!^ 
carry a Faggot, and Hand at Paufs Ctoik 
with the &me. 

HI. That the Wednefday following h^ 
ihould carry the faow Faggot about New^ 
gate-Market and Cbeapfide. 

.IV. 
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burnt him in Smitbfield, December 20, the 
Eve of St. Thomas. Anno ist^u 



The HISTORY of 

RICHARD BJTFIELD. 

RICHARD BAT^IELD, who 
was once a Monk of St. Edmondjbury 
in SuJUk^ was converted from the Errors and 
Superdition of Popery by Dr. Barns^ who 
oune often to the Abbey ^ with whom Mr< 
Bayfield had fi> much the more frequent Op- 
portunity of oonveriing, as it was his Bufinefi^ 
whenever he came^ to provide him with Lodg«. 
in^^ Mr. Bayfield being Chamberlam of the 
Abbey. 

Dr. Barrn^ in order to confirm the piout 
Arguments be had made ufe of to worlc his 
Converfion, prefented hkn with a New Te^* 
ftament in Latin j as two other religious Per- 
sons bad likewifft foraiihed him with TtndalP^ 
Teftameat in EhgHfi, and the Book^ called 
7%e Wkhed Mammon ; and another entitled. 
The OkSena^l^ Q>Afiim'Man. 

^ the Smdy of tn^ Boi^ be became 
weB inftnided in the true Religion^ for which, 
about two Tears after, he was confined in the 
Prifon belonging to the Abbey^ where be vras 

E Icvercly 
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levcrely whipped with aGagln his Mouth, and; 
then put in the Stocks. . In this barbarous Du- 
rance ht continued for the Space of three Quar- 
ters of a Year, till at length Dr. Barns found 
Means to procure his . Releafe, and then took' 
him with hina to Cambridge^ ixom whence he 
went privately to London^ and was conveyed 
beyond Sea. 

There Mr. Bayfield fpent his Times in im- 
proving in the Knowledge of the Gofoel j and 
being got into Germany^ he affifted Mr. jT/V 
dall and Mr. Frith^ to whom he had brought 
Relief out ol England^ in the Tranflation of 
the Bibles He alfo contributed his Aid to them^ 
by felling their Works \n France and England^ 
and for that Purpofc came to London^ where 
he was at length betrayed ; and being appre- 
hended in Mark-Lane, was fent to the ic/- 
iards Tower, and afterwards to the Biftiop of 
London's Coal-Houfe, where he was cruelly, 
ufed and tormented, to make him difcovcr 
who bought his Books ; but he would not» 
nor could they make him xecant his Opinions. 

In this Place he found a Prieft^ whofc Name 
was Patmore^ under Sentence of perpetual 
Imprifonment for being married. This Man's 
Conftancy was a great Confolatiop to Bayfield 
in his AfHidtion ; which he needed much, as 
many Cruelties were, ufed to oblige him to 
recant ; but having built his Fabrick on a Rock, 
he ilood firm to ius Religion and Confeffion of 
Faith. 

He 
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He was thrice put to the Trial in the Con- 
fiftory of St. Pauhy whether he would ab* 
jure ? Bat he ftiU anfwtredi that he would 
difpute for his Faith. Which accordingly he 
performed, to the great Confufion of his Pcr- 
fecutors; telling them, with aWarmth anfwcr- 
ing to his godly Zeal, that they themfclvcs were 
the Heretics, living fo unfuitably as they did 
to the Chara<!^ers of Spiritual Men ; and not 
only leading wicked Lives, but in many In- 
ftances defending Wickednefs, and alfoufing 
their Endeavours to hicic the Key of Know- 
ledge, and to prevent Mto from defcrying the 
Paths of true Holinefs ; that their Belief was 
not taken from the Gofpel, and their Aftions 
were againft the Precepts of it. 

There can be no doubt but this haflened 
his Sentence ^ and they proceeded againft him 
as in the Cafe of a Relapfe, having fome time 
before con)pelled him to fign a Recantation. 

He was degraded on November 27, 13 ^t, 
by Dr. Siokesley^ Bifliopof London. When 
kneelinff, in order to it, on the higheft Step of 
the Hign AUar,the fitxctPopiJh Bimop gave him 
fpch a Blow on the Breaft with his Crofier, 
that. he fell down backward, his Head was 
broke with the Fall, and he fwooned away. 
When he came to himfelf, and had coniidered 
what was done to him, heexprcfled (as he had 
jufl Reafon) his utmoft Difdain of a Religion, 
whofe Votaries were io cruel 5 returning 
f hanks to God that he was delivered from 
E 2 . the 



ir 
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th.cir bloody Church, cdling it miligiiamt and 
Antichriftian. 

He \vas then led forth through the Choir 
to NrWgate , where spending abotit an Hour 
in Prayer, he went with Courage and Joy to 
the Fire, wherein he fuffercd great Torments 
for half dirt Hour, but continued in Priycr 
without moving, trofting, as h^ bad told hia 
Perfecutors juft before, that being now a Mem- 
ber of the true fihcere Church of thriji Jefus^ 
militant here on Earth, he (houjd he forthwith 
received into the Joys of Heaven, there to 
reign with Jefus Cbriji^ and the Chirch Tri- 
bmphant for ever. 



The HISTORY of 

JAMES BAINHJM, 

MKJAME^BAINHAM wat 
the Son of a Knighl, in the County of 
Qkucefier^ who, having been learnedly and 
virtUoufly educated by his Parents, was lent 
by diem to the Middk-TempU xo ftudy the 
Law, lu which he proceeded with Diligence 
and Succefs. 

He Was a Mart of unblameable Manners^ 
juft, devout, charitable, and in all his Cbtt'* 
vcrfation and Condudl a Angular Exan^ple of 
mpright and coAfcientious Living, 

He 
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He married the Widow q( one Simpn Fijh^ 
who bad been accufcd ojfHerciy, which cauied 
him to be fufpcfted by Sir Thomas Mon 
Lord High ChanceHorof England^ who had 
him arretted by a Serjcjint of Arms, 4nd car- 
ried to his Houfe at Chelfea ; where he con- 
tintted fora while a Prifonef at large, till Sir 
Thomas^ finding thgt he would not he prevailed 
upon to renounce his Opinions concerning 
fiieligbn, he made him dofe Prifoner, and had 
him whipped at ^ Tree in his Garden^ which 
he called tne Tree of Troth : After warda he fcnt 
him to the Tower to be racked, whereby he 
was lamed ; Sir Thomas More being himfelf 
prefent at the Execution. 

The Reafons alledged for this crael Uiage 
were, becaufe he would not accufe the Gea- 
tlemen of the Temple^ who were faid to be in-* 
feded with the fame pretended Errors j or dis- 
cover where his Books were kept ; for which 
latter Caufe his Wife ^as alio fent to the 
Flect-Prifon, and all their Gc)ods confifcated. 

Having been thus worried with Imprifon- 
metit, Oppreffion, andWapt, he was vyjrought 
upon to ugn a Recantation : But what Quiet- 
ne6 it procured him, and wh^t was the in- 
ward Gonpun6Hon of ^is Heart, at the fign- 
in^ the fatal Inftrument, he foon made appear, 
Iiileis than a Month, he ve;ent into St, Ai^in's 
Church, near St. Pauh^ with the New fefta- 
ment xti his Hand, and the Book cajled, Tba 
Obedience of a Chriftian Man^ written by Mr 
E 3 William 
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WilUiam ^indall, in Jiis Bofom ; wh«c ftand 
ing up before the People in a Pew, he openly 
(declared with Tears, that he had denyed his 
God, and prayed the People to forgive hiro, 
warnipg tl^m againft following an Fxample, 
which drew fo much Evil after it : For, faid 
h?, if I (hould not return again to the Truth, 
tbis Word of Qed (meaning the hew Tejla^ 
ment which he held in his Hand) would damn 
me, both Body and Soul at the Day of Judg- 
ipent, 

He added alfo, that from the Time that he 
had abjured he had fuffered the Torments of 
Hell, and would not again be expofed to the 
like, even for the (hort Space he had bore 
them, for all the Goods of the World, 

After this he wrote to the Bithop of Ltmdm^ . 
to his Brothers. and others, to the fame Pur- 
pofe i fo that, (hortly after, he was again ap- 
prehended, and thrown into the Coal-Houfe 
Prifon, in the Stocks, where he by a Fortnight 
with Irons upon his Legs. Then he wascar<r 
ried to theLbrd Chancellor's, and there chained 
to'aPoft two Nights, afterwards he was fcnt 
to the T'ower^ and fcourged with Whips. . 

The Period of his Sufferings being now 
come, he wasfcntenced a$ a relapfed Heretic, 
and delivered to the Cuftody of Sir Richard 
Grejham^ pnp of the Sheriffs of Lon4qn^ who 
committed him to Newgate 5 and on the 30tb 
of j4pril^ 1532* caufed him to be burnt in 
i^mitbfield. 

When 
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When the Fife had half con fumed his Arms 
and Legs, he called to the Papi /is then pre- 
lent, and fpoke.thcfe Words to them with aa 
audible Voice : " Ye look for Miracles, and 
** here now ye fee one ; for in this Fire, I feel 
" no more Pain, than if I was in a Bed of 
" Down, y^a, it is to tnt as a Bed of Rofcs " 
And having thus faid, he went away as in a 
;Sleep. 



The HISTORY of 

ANNE ASKEW. 

ANNE jiSKEfTy or Jfcougb, the 
daughter of Sir WiUiam Afcougb Knight, 
was marri^ to Mr. KimCy in Obedience to her 
Father's Defire or Command, tho' ^lot much 
to her own Liking: However, (he demeaned 
bcrfelf as a Chriftian Wife, and bore him two 
Children ; after which, by reading the Bible, 
fhe fell from Popery^ which fo offended her ' 
Husband, that he violently drove her out of his 
Houfe; (he fought for a Divine to protedf her, 
but finding no one of that Sort, (he would not 
return to her. Husband becaufe of bis cruel 
Ufagc, and fo went to Court, where, on the ♦ 
Queen's *Side, fhc was much cfteemed for her 
E4 Wit, 

C^ueen Catharine Parr^ 
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Wit, Beauty, Leu-nmg, and Piety ; bat being 
as much hated by the Popijb Bifliops and Ckr^* 
gy, ihewasat length apprehended ^8 an He- 
retic, and &]1 a-ViAim to the tidoody InouU 
fition, which waa raif^ againf): the Profeuora 
of the Gospel, iq the Year 1 546. 

This Lady's Sufferings were under the 
Reign of a Prince, ^ who rather in Oppo^ioa 
to the Pcpf than to Popery^ fet up himfelf at 
an infallible Guide of Truth, (hewing no Fa* 
vour to the Proteftants upon any other Con* 
fideratJon, than aa he knew them to be ready 
%o join with him in rcjedling the Pope's Au- 
thority, wh|ch for Confcience Sake they could 
notfuhmitto. . 

So that when for the &me Reafon they 
could not agree to the Doctrine of Tranfoln 
ftantiatton, or the Ufe of prival^ Ma0bs5 and 
Auricular Coofeflion, they were adjudged to 
be burnt by Laws of the Pope's Procurement, 
though at that Time not by the, Pi^'i Ao^ 
thority ; for the Ki^i by his Book agaiaft 
Lufher, had fo far enga^ himfelf in a Dct 
:^ce of the Eriors «^ Popery^ that k became 
afterwards highly dfficuk for a ftlan of hit 
infleipil;^ Spirit tx> renounce thefn. And it 
might not ha?e leflbned his Inclination to 
adhere to them^ thsit Pope Leo had &id, that 
k appeared he had been affiftedby the Holy 
Ghoft, in drawing up that BqcJ( againft Xv^ 
(ber, 

Though it is probahki that h»d tt not been 

for 
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UxMs Cmk^ and his Apprehenfions of the 
Couocil of Tnnty which was foon to meet, 
and fomc other Worldly Confiderations, he 
might have been induced^ in bis great Learn- 
ing and Wffdooii in wli^h no F^inee of his 
Time excelled him, to fhew greater Fa?our 
to the Goipel ^ and h much the more, as it 
is credibly reported, that the King made this 
Anfwer, when a Rcmonftrance Was read to 
him againft the Rmiijh Religbn, ^a Man 
JkauUgo t0 pull down an old Stone trails and 
be^inat the Fbundation^ tbi upper Part thereof 
mtgbt chance to fall on bis Head. Bat t6 re- 
turn. 

Mrs. Anne JJktvo was examined before the 
Inqueil at Saakf^s Hall in London^ upon the 
federal Articles of Tranfobftantiation, Private 
Mailes, and Avricular Confeifion, which the 
King reouired aU M«n to believe, on Pain of 
Peath: But flie, either declining to anfwer at 
all, or making foch (harp and ingenious Re- 
plies, that they gave her Adversaries no Ad- 
vantage over her, was foit by the Lc^-d Mayor 
of London to the Compter', who declared he 
would not admit her to Bail. 

In ane of her Examinations, the BiihopV 
Chancellor rebuked berfor quoting and dealing 
in theSeilptttres: For St. Paul, he feid, forbad 
Women to tajk, or to fpeak of the Word of 
Ood. She anfw»ed him, ttett (he knew 6t. 
JP^mA Meaning as well as he ; the Words con^ 
Ifimng only a Probibktoo for Womm to teach 

in 
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in' the Gongregatlon : She then asked him, 

how many Women he had fcen go into the 

Pijlpit and preach ? He iaid, he never faw any* 

Then, replyed fhc, you ought not to findFadt 

with popr Wpmeh, unlels they tranfgrefs the 

Law. 

When (he was asked, whether it was true^ 
that (he had faid, ihe had rather read five 
Lines only in the Bible, than hear five whole 
Maflcs in the Temple, (he confefTed that 
ihe had faid no lefs ; though not in Difpraife 
of the Epiftlcs or the Oo^els (which are con- 
tained in the Mafs) but becauie the Bible did 
greatly edify her, and the other nothing at all, 
being pronounced in Latin; for^ as we find, 
faid (lie, i Cor. xiv. 8. if the Trumpet givetb 
an uncertain Sounds who will prepare bimfelffor 
the Battle. 

When (he declined anfwering ^xihoip Bonner 
upon this Quftion, Whether the Scripiuresdo 
fay, that the Bread in the Sacrament is the 
Body of Chrift ? Repeating often that (he 
believed as the Scriptures taught her, he asked 
her. Why (he returned her Anfwers in fuch 
few Words? To this (he faid, ThiXdWoman 
of jew Words is a Gift of God i taking her 
Anfwer from Eccks. xxvi. 14, 

In her laft Exaniiination, the Lord Chan-* 
cellor Wriothejly asked her Opinion concerning 
the Sacrament of the Altar •/ To which Ihe 
anfwered, ** That I believe fo oft as I in a 
^* Chriftian Congregation do receive the 

" Bread 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



ANNE ASKEW. 59 

** Bread ia Rcmejtnbraace of Chrift's Death, 

** and with Thankrgiving, .according to his. 

.** holy Inftitution, I receive therewith the 

^^ Fruits of his moft glorious Paffion " 

[ Then the Biflliop of fPtncbeJier, Dr. Gar- 

Jiner^had her make a dired AnA 

plied, . She would not Jing a neu 

Lord in a firange Land. The 

fhe fpoke Parables. She made ^ 

Hi^as bejifor bim^for if fhtjhouldj 

Truths be would not accept it. 

When the Lord LiJU and LordE^Ar required 
her to confefs the Sacrament to be Flefli, Blood, 
and Bone, ihe (aid, it was a great Shame for 
them to counfel contrary tQ their own Know- 
ledge. To which they anfwcred, Tbey would 
gladly all Things were well. 

Wincbeder faid, that he would fpeak with 
her familiarly. So, faid (he, did "Judas when ^ 
lie betrayed hjs Lord. Then he defired to 
fpeak with heralne: But that (he refufed. 
He a§ked her^ Why? Becaufe, laid (he, in 
the Mouth of two pr three WitnefTcs every 
Matter ihpuld be beard; after the Doftrine of 
Chrift and the ApoAIts. Matt, xviii. 2. 
Cor, xiiL 

The Lord Chancellor exainined her again 
about the Sacrament ; (he asked him now, 
Kqw long bf! would halt betnpeenbotb ? He faid. 
He would fain know where (he found that: 
iShe faid in the Scriptures i Kings xv'nu 21. 
WUJ) that he went out of the Court, and the 

Bi(hop 
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Biftiop told her, That (he ihoold be burnt: 
She anfwer^d^ Thtt {he had fearched all the 
Sa-iptuFes^ yet could not find, that Chriil: or 
hk Apoftlcs bad put any to Death. Then 
they bad her go aiide, and they drew a Wri*< 
ting about the Sacraoient, to which they 
^ould have had her fet hcr.Ham!, but Ihc 
fwouldnot. 

.The Sunday ^ter, (he was taken very HI, 
and defired Mr. Latimer might come to her, 
bat it was not permitted i tben (he was fent 
to Nmgate^ being in groit Pain; and a little 
Time after, (be was brought to Guild-Hall in 
Lmdm before the Inqueft^ who told her, that 
(he was an Heretic^ acKl condemned by Law^ 
if (he (lood to her Opinions. She anfwercd, 
£he was no Heretic, neither defenred to die by 
the Law of God. Bui^ as fiwr her Faith whicn 
(he had uttered i)efi)re th^ Council, flie would 
not deny it, becauie (he knew it to be true. 

Then they wouki needs know, if ihe would 
deny . the Sacriaicttt to be Chrift's Body and 
Blood* She faid. Yes: B^' tbe fame Sen of 
God, faid (he, that v>a$ km of the Firgin 
Mary, u mm glorious in Heaven, and will 
come again from thence attbelafi Day, like ai 
bf went up, A&i U And as tor that which 
ye call your God, it is a Piece of Bread; and 
for Proof hereof, marie it, tod you wiM find, 
that if you let '^it lie m th* Box bet three 
Months, it will be mouldy, afid fo turn to 

- nothing 
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nothing that is good : Whereupon I am per- 
fifindcd it cannot be God. 

They then ad?ifed her to lAVea Ptieftto 
conlefe her; btft flie fchlled, and (lid (he 
would con&ls^her Faults to^God, fbr flie Was 
fare he would hear her with Favour, 

Upon thefe Anfwers, and nincb niore to 
the ^ofie Purpofe, (hfe waa condemned and 
refiianded to Newgate^ where having remaitaed 
a little while, (he was removed to the To^r^ 
and the^ pat to the Rack, to oblige her to 
confefs from whom {t» had , received Relief 
whilft in Prifon ^ and bec^ufe fli6 lay ftiH, and 
did fH>t cry^ my Lord Chancellor, and one 
Mn IWf l^i took the Pains to rtck her with 
their own ' Hands, till (he was nigh dead ; 
(having firft asked her if (he was with Child j 
to vphicb flie anfwered, that they nctA not 
fpare her for that;) whkh Ptr!/i(bit«nt the 
ChanceUor inflicted upon her himfelf, becaufii 
he thought that Sir Antbony Kneoet^ Lieu«> 
tenfaiiC of the iTower^ had been too gentte to 
her when (icA was -racked before. And It b 
probable, tiiat they were the more ^urneft to 
find otitibch Perfonsasgave her Comfort md 
Suceour^ becaufe the King was defirousto 
know who thefe Perfons were. 

They fufpeaed the Ladie^iSisr^x, Hartford, 
Dennis and Fitz-WiUiams\ and fought to ex- 
tort from ha- a Teftimony aeainft them ; but 
(he faying. That if (he ihould pronounce any 
thing againft tkcm> (he was not able to prove 

it. 
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it, they kept her long on the Rack; aind when 
the Lieutenant caufed her to be lopfed, (h&^ 
fell in a Swoon : Then rccovcripgherfelf, (he 
fat on the bare Ground for two Hoiirs, rea-. 
foning with tbt Lotd Chancellor^ and dc^nd-^, 
ing her Itightcous Caufe. ; 

On the Day of her Execution, ihe was 

• brought to Sniitbfield in a Chair, becaufe ^ 
Rack had fo lamed her that (he could vibi 
yralk J and being tied to the Stake, Du Sbax^ 

^on prftached the Sermon 5 which (he openly 
condemned when he ipoke amifs, and ap^. 
proved when well faid. ' , 

The Lord Chancellor JVmtbefy, the old 
Duke of Norfolk, tht Earl of Bei^ord, and 
the Lord Mayor of London, wcreprefent at hec 
Execution, and offered her the King's Pardon, 
if (he would recant; but (he replied^ (he 
would not deny her Lord and Maftcr. ^^ere* 
upon fhe Lord Major crying out. Let Jufiice 
be done, the Fire was kindled, and being fbpn 
eilcompaffed by the Flames, (he gave up this 
morul Life. 

; There wcrci buriit with hev Nicholas Be^ 
lamy^ a Prieft of Sbropjhire^ John Mams a 
Taylor, and John Lacelles a Gentleman of the 
Court. 

i 
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f 

The HISTORY of 

Mr. COL L I N S. 

THIS Gentleman wai a Student of the 
Law in London^ who havbg a beautiful 
but unchafle Wife^ that left him to live with 
her Paramour, it fo afle<^d him, that he ran 
mad: In which Condition became into. a 
Church, where a Pricft was faying Maf$, and, 
according to Cuftom, lifted up the Hoil above 
his Head ^ Collins feeing this, took up hi9^ 
Dog, and lifted him above his Head, in Imi- 
tation of the other ; which fo angered the 
Pneft, that he had him taken up, and tried 
and examined for his Miidemeanor, which 
was adjudged fo grofs, that inftead oF fending 
him to Bedlam^ he wa€ condemned to the 
Fire, and wa& accordingly hamtm Smithfield 
with his Dog, Anno 1538. 

— ' ' 1 II ■■ ■ I I ■! II Ill I III I I I I I 

The HISTORY of 

Mr. R G%E R S, 

MK.JOHN ROGERS, Vicar of 
St. Sepulchre's io Loudon, was the firfl 
that fu|f«r(!d Martyrdom in the Reigo of 
■4 Queen 
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Queen Mary. He had been edacatedin the 
Uniwrfity of Cambridge^ and was afterwards 
cbofen Chaplain to the Merchant Adventurers 
at Jntwerp in Brabant. During the Time of 
bis bting there, he became ac(|uainted \%4th 
WilUam TinJall and Miles Coverdale^ by 
whofe Caovefiittion he attained to the Kdow». 
ledge of the Holy Saiptures^ and joined hioi- 
UM with them, in Tranflating the Bible inta 
EngUfi. 

Hiring that King Edward VI. had aba* 
iilhed the Si;tpes(liiion» and Idolatry of the 
Church of Rome^ he retwoed to E^knd^ 
and preached in L^ndany where he fbon became 
acquainted with Dr« Ridkyt^ then Bi(hop of 
that See» who i»ade h'un Prebendary o( St^ 
Pauh I he was alfo appointed Di?inity-Lec« 
ti»:er of that Clmrch^ by the Dean and 
Cbatpta*. 

Thefe Stations^ with his uncommon Abili-^ 
fiies^ gave him feveral Opportunities of exert* 
ing his Zeal, not only for tl^ Frat^gm Re* 
ligion in Oppofition to Popery ; but likewiie 
for retftifying the diffolutc Manners of the 
Court ; where it foon appeared, that theXrath 
of a Religion does not always evidence itielf 
by the Juftice £ind integrity of the ProfeiTort 
of it. 9 

He beheld with Sorrow the fccrUc^us Ha- 
vock which was made of the Church £ftatea| 
which might have been fo much better appKe4 
to the opeSiog Sdiools and Hofpitirft ; (a^Chia^ 

rity 
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irity, which in many Inftances has been ba- 
diibly fupplied by the Piety of the fucccedihg 
Timesi and particularly of the prefcnt) and 
accordingly he openly preached againft, and 
fcverely rebuked the Coi'ctoufnefs of the then 
Favourites, at St. PauPs-^Crofs > for which he 
was called to anfwer before the Council, to-^ 
gether with other godly and zealous Men, who 
bad in like Manner given their TcftinK)ny 
againft thefe Pradices. At which Time it is 
remarkable, that my Lcw^d T^orthumberland^ 
a Papift^ diffembled his Religion, and pre-' 
tended AfFcftion to the Gofpel, chiefly that he 
might aggrandize himfelf and Family on the 
Rninsof his own Churchi 

Confidering the Troubles that Mr. R&gers 
was expqfed to, even under the Government 
lif King Edward^ it may be faid of him, that 
as he obtained a glorious Name in the Mar^ 
tyrology of the fucceeding Reign, (o he was 
no lefs diftinguiflbed by the Charadler of a 
Cbnfeflbr in the prefent : And thar^ not only 
for his Preaching againft the Mifappropriation 
of the Church Eftates,^ but itiv boldly accu-' 
fing the Court of their other Vices, charging 
them with negleding to Iwi itfter the Precepts 
of the Gofpel, and ^wHfe kittle Care they 
took in reforming the UPPby (hewing any 
Example thcmfclves of true Godlintfs and 
Religion. 

The pious young King having ended this 
Life^ in the Year 1553, after a very ftort 
keign^ and being fucceeded by a Romi(h 

F Princels, 
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Pfincefs, Mr. Rogers jo6gt& h nfccefTary to be- 
gin early with exhorting the People to beware 
of the Enticements of Popefj/y rfnd to ftand 
faft to thfe Truth, giving them notice of the 
Jiripcnding Storm^ and the prefent Danger 
that threatened thertl. This he did in a Scr* . 
mon pronounced at St. Paul's Crofsy whetc, 
as it is already Mentioned, this Preacher df 
RighteoKfhefs lifted up his Voice, in the pre- 
ceddidg ReJgri. 

The Report of \i being carried to Couf f, 
he was fummoned to appear before the Coun- 
dl, but for the prefent no Evil enfued to bifti 
upon It J for anfwering as a wife and difereet 
Man, he obtained bis Releafmcnt j yet in Ih* 
Ikmc Year all Preachers having bttn inhi- 
bited to interpret, or hold Difcourfes in the 
Pulpit on the Word of God, except they firft 
took out Liccnfcs from the Lord ChaQcello* 
for fo doing, he was fertt a Pirifoner to NtHB^ 
gate^ for contmuing to preach, without hiving 
obtained fudh Licenfe. Not but that he, 
with others, judged that the Inhibitidn ought 
to have been corAplied with, and fubmittcd to^ 
Ibr the fake of jwtrlic I^eace^ if it h^d dftjy 
affcfted fonid plft^ltr Perfohs y but, a(s the 
Cafe flood, ^^^NMp ^ot think themfelve^ 
obliged to pay i^mcnce to, it, becaufe the 
whole Company of the reformed- Pteachcrfr 
were by this Means filenced ; and it appettre^, 
that this was done with no other View, thaa 
that others might have, an Opportunity t0 fe- 

dttce 
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Aiceaiiddcccii^ the reformed Congregations, 
tnd alienate their Heartt from the Lovb of the 
Gofoel. 

^ He was at fir ft indeed confined to his own 
Houfc ; from whence, if he had thought fir, 
he might have eafily made his Efcape ; and 
ibere were fundrjr Motives which might have 
induced him theretd; as a View of the defpe- 
rate Condition of the Gofpel at that Time in 
England s the Acquaintance he had in Ger-- 
many^ for he had formerly been a Paftor of a 
German Church at Wtrtembergb -, his having 
a Wife and ten Children wholly unprovided 
for ; but all thefc Things fet apart^ when he 
wm called toanfwer in Chrift^'s Caufe, he would 
Aot depart, but iloutly ftood in Defence of the 
fame^ and for the Trial of that Truth was con- 
tent to hazard his Lilc^ 

After a long Confinement^ he was often 

brought before Dr, Gardiner^ Lord Chancellor 

of England and Bi(hop of Wincbefier^ and others 

in Commifiion with him. My I#ord Chancel-' 

lor asli^d him, whether he would unite himfclf 

to the Catholic Church, and acknowledge the 

P<^ to be Head of it ? the chief Accufatioa 

i^tnft him being, that he refufed to own the 

pope^a Supremacy, which fapth Hoofes of Par-» 

lament bad unaniqptoufly mbmitted to« 

:/ To this Charge, Mr. Rogers learnedly an- 

fweied from Scripture, (hewing that he could 

Qot with a fafe Confcience unite himfelf to 

the Church of Rome^ or acknowledge the 

F z Pope^s 
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Pope's Jarifdidion 5 alledging, upon this Hcad^ 
that they themfelyes, in the Reign of King 
Htnry VIII. had utterly rejeaed the Pope's 
Authority, by preaching and writing Books 
againft it. 

Upon this they pronFiifed him the Queen's 
Mercy, as a Motive to induce him to return 
to Popery, to which he anfwered, by defiring 
he might be allowed to expUin himfelf, and 
make his Defence in Writing : But this was 
refufed him; and to colour that Refufal, 
the Lord Chancellor, wrefting the Words of 
Sr. Paul^ ['Thus iii. 10.] alledged, that he 
might not difpute with an Heretic^ but rather 
efchew him after the Jirji and fecond Admo^ 
nition j knowing that be that isfuch^ isfubverted^ 
and condemned (f himfelf. To which Mr. 
Rogers replyed, by difowning that he was an 
Heretic, and challenging them to make it 
appear from the Text ; but in cafe they did, 
offering to acquiefce inthe Canon. But they 
had nothing to do with fuch Proofs, their Ar- 
guments were Power and Violence, fupported 
by a fierce inhuman Zeal, by the Authority 
and Decretals of finful, profligate, carnal 
Men ; by the Adverfaries of Truth, and Juf- 
tice, himrod and Antichrifl. And fo he was 
condemned upqn tnefe two Articles, for affirm- 
ing the Roman Catholic Church to be the 
Church of Antichrift, and difowning the Real 
Frefence. 

After his Sentence of Condemnation was 

read^ 
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read, he was fent with another to the Clink 
Trifon^ there to remain till Night; and when 
it was dark he was carried by the SherifFand 
armed Men, through the Bifhop's Houfe, and 
St. Mary Overfs Church Yard, into South- 
wark, to oyer the Bridge, and through the 
City, in ProccHion to Newgate, 

It is to be taken No ice of, that when the 
BiO^op had read his Condemnation^ he de- 
clared that he was in the great Curfe, and what 
a vengeable dangerous Matter it was for any 
one to eat and drink with thofe that were 
accurfed, or to give them anything: ForalL 
that did fo, -fliould be Partakers of the fame 
great Curfe. 

*^ Well, my Lord, faid Rogers^ here I (land 
" before God and you, and all this honourable 
** Affembly, and take him to Witnefs, that I 
*' never wittingly or willingly taught any falfe 
" Dodlrine, and therefore, have 1 good Con- 
** fcience before God and all good Men. I 
*' am fure that you and I (hall come before a 
*^ Judge that is righteous, before whom I 
" {ball be as good a Man, as you: And I 
** nothing doubt, but that I (hall be found 
^' there a true Member of the true Catholic 
" Church of Chrift, and everlaftingly faved. 
" And as for your falfe Church, you need not 
" to excommunicate me out of it, for I have 
" not been in it thefe twenty Years, the. Lord 
'^^ be thanked therefore: But now you havq 
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^ d6ne what you can, my JLord, I pray yoa 
^* yet grant m6 one thing" 

What is that? faid the Bifliop. 

That toy poor Wife, anfwered he, being ^ 
StrangeV, may tome, and (peak with me fo 
long as I live ; for flic hath ten Children that 
jire hers and mine, and fomewhat I would 
counfel her, what were heft for her to do. 

No, quoth the Bilhop, (he is not thy Wife, 

Yes, faid Rogers, my Lord, (he is, ^d hath 
been fo thefe eighteen Tears. 

Well, faid the Bifliop, fuppofe I allow her 
to be thy Wife, 

She is fo, replyed Rogers, whether you al- 
low it or not. 

But (he (hall not come near thee, cryed the 
PKhop. 

Then, anfwered Rogers, I have tried out 
$11 your Charity. You are highly difpleafe4 
^t the Marriage of Priefts, yet maintain open 
Whoredom ; as in Wales, where every Prieft 
hath his Whore openly dwelling with himj^ 
^nd lying by him 5 even as your Holy Father 
fufFereth all the Priefts in Dutcbland and 
f ranee to do the like. 

The Bi(hop m^dt no Reply to this, an4 
Rogers departing, faw him no more, but was . 
carried as before-mentioned to Prifon, where 
he was not caft down, but (hewed an abfo* 
lute Reliance on the Word of God j being 
thoroughly pcffuadcd, that God would bow 
^own ^Vi Ear to the Application of his Saints^ 

an4 
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€nd wkhin a (hoct Time re-eftabli^h h\% Church 
«i Peace and CdHafoft, of which he gave Af- 
fiiraoce to one of his FcHow-Prifoncrc, as if 
he ha^i received it by Revelation, teHing him, 
that he (hould live to fee the Religiofi of the 
Pope, withif) tjhefe Realms, bitterly abali(hed, 
and the Gofpei freely preached ^gainj fothac 
^vhen his Pardon was o^ed hio), he abfo- 
tutety fde^cd it, beiflg fiiMy revived that iiei- 
liher PrtneipaUties^ nor P^wen^ JhwidfipuraU 
him from the Low tfChrifi. And -to evidence 
the more wfiofe Difdple ^ wae, he prayed 
at the Staice for bis Envies. 

It was owing to the fame DepcQdafice oa 
fhe Mercy and Providence of God, that he 
looked upon his Wife and Children, as he was 
led toward &fnifl^eld^ t^p Plac;e of his Exe- 
cution, without appearing to be moved ; feel- 
ing ipwgpd ?re<p|c% thpt he, for the t^pve of 
whom he died, would not forfiaice his Family, 
or fufFcr his innocent Seed to beg their Bread.. 

iTh* jttay /of bis ^^mion^ ftf r. Wo^dr^fe, 

f^fiasS i^% Sterffi^ (CsJiyipg ^t^ M5«# i^sked if 

be daroNbld fi«yQl$$,l)is^b<^i>^e D(9^f^e, p;id 

jbis 0viil <^ptfti<;)n {(^ ^h? ^crati^p^ of the 

. Mat. Wr. 6^fri^9^f^€d,^hftn^ 

;qt»th IVjCr, Wmdr^^^^ th9» ar* ^ J^etic. 
I3)atfii^hknmff, -replys^/^^^^^ ^jt the Day 
ffj^^gminf. W^, qsH>^ ^Wr^?^, I will 
fiwer psay ifor thug: ^uf f^ MiX Rfgefs, will 
f»Vf fiv you. And fo he was* brought the 

F 4 faaiQ 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



72 fbeU I S T O R Y of 

fame Day, which was on Mmdiiy the 4th pf 
February 1555, by the Sheriflfs to Smitbfield^ 
fa)ring the Pfalm . Miferere by the Way, all 
the People wonderfully rejoicing at his Con- 
ftancy, with great Praifes and Thanks to God 
,for the lame: And there, in the Prefence of 
Mr. RDcheffer^ Comptroler of the Queen's 
Houfchold, Sir Richard Soutbwelfy both the 
Sheriffs, and a prodigious Number of People, 
he v^iis burnt to A(h^, wafliing his ^ands in 
the Flame as he was burning. 

A little before bis Burning at the Stak^^ 
hisP ardon was? brought, if he y^rould haye 
recapted ; but he utterly rcfufed it. 



The HISTORY of 

Mr. SAUNDERS. 

AFTER Queen Afory, by jfablic Pro^^ 
clamation, in the firft Year oPher Reign, 
had inhibited the fincere Preaching of God-s 
Holy Word, divers godly Minifters of the 
Gofpel, who had the Care and Charge of Souls 
committed to theni, did, notwithftanding, 
according , to their boiinden Duty, feed 
their Flock faithfully, not as Preachers au- 
thorized by public Authority, but as private 
Paftors of particular Flocks, among whom 

Jjflureme 
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J^aurence Saunders was one, a Man oi gen* 
jeel Birth and Education. 

He was brought up firft at Ettm School, 
from whence he was removed to King's Colltgt 
in Cambridge^ wljere he continued as a Scho*- 
Jar in the Houfe for three Years; and was 
IJiortly after bound Apprentice to Sir William 
Chefier^ a Merchant, with whom he did not 
continue long: For being obfovcd to moura 
in his private Devotions, and to be entirely 
addicted to his Studies, and fpiritual Contem^ 
platioii, it was judged that ho had no Liking 
{o the Bufinefs wherein he was placed; where- 
upon his worthy Mailer wrote to his Priendp 
and gave him up his Indentures : Soon after 
which Mr, Saunders xttxxmt^io his Studies 
at the Univerfity of Cambridge^ and conti^ 
nued there till he was. Matter of Arts. 

In the Beginning of the Reign of King 
Edward VI, when God's true Religion began 
to be reftored, having obtained a Licenfe to 
preach, he was fo well approved of by thofe 
in Authority at that Time, that he was ap- 
pointed to read a Divinity-L^dlure in the 
College oi Fotkeringh(fy \n Northampton/hire^ 
where by his Dodtrine, add his godly Life^ 
he edified many, drew the Ignorant to Cod's 
true Knpwledge, and ftopt the Mouths of his 
Adveriaries. 

He married about that Time, and in the 
married State led a Life unblapeable before 
villi Meq. The College of Fptberingbay being 

diffolved. 
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difTolved, he yriiS f^stctd to be Reader in the 
Minfter oi hitcbjieldi where he fo behaved 
himfelf bod^ ii) his Living and Preaching, that 
^ vcfy Enemies of the Gofpd gave him the 
Chara^er of a learned afid godly Man. 

After fome Time he went from Litchfield 
to a Benefice in Leiceft^Jhire^ caBed Church- 
Langton^ where be always refided, teaching 
diligently, and keeping a liberal Houfe ; from 
whence he was orderly called to take tfee 
-iBenefice of AHhallims Breedftreet^ in London. 
rYet he did not refign the Paci(h of Cburck- 
iLangion^ kft it^htoald faH into the Hands of 
^ Papiji. 

' Thus paflfed he to and fro, preacbing until 
the Proclamation was pubKflied, beforc^men- 
tioned: At which Time he was at his Be- 
nefice in the Country ^^here, notwithftanding 
the Proclamation, he taught diligently God*s 
Word, confirming the People Sierein, and 
atmimg theih againfl: J&Ke Doiftrine^ utKi! be 
was not only commanded to ceafe, but alfo 
refifted with Force, i<^ tl^t he cGuld not pro- 
ceed. S(n»e of hisFriend3 hearing how he was 
menaced, advifed hkn to fly out ^ the Reaim, 
wbich he refiifed 5 but feeing he was with 
Vblence kept from dcmyg Oood in that Place^ 
lie teturned to London^ to viflt bis Flock 
there. 

. Qvi Saturday the 14th' ofOBoier^ as he was 
coming towards London^ Sir John Mordaunty a 
-^xvri CounfeUor to Queen Mary^ overtook 

/ * him^ 
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%m^ arid asked him thither he was going ? 
To which he anfwcred. That he had a Care 
in London^ fitidi was going to inftrud: mSTPco- 
pie according to his Duty. If you wiM foHo^;^ 
my Counlel, replied Siry^J», I would let them 
ilone, and not go near them. To which Mr. 
Saunders anfwercd, But how fliall I then be dif- 
charged before God ?If any he fick, and defirc 
Confolation-, if any want good Counfel or 
need InftruiJlions, or jf any (hould flip into 
Error, and receive fake DoiSrinc • — Did not 
you, faid Mor daunt y preach fuch a Day, and 
jiamed the Day, in Bredd-fireet in London^ 
Yes verUy, faid Saunders^ the fame is vaj 
Cure. I heard you myfel^ continued Mor^ 
daunt^ and will you now preach here again ? 
If it pleal? you, anfwered Saunders^ To^ 
morrow you may hear mc again in the 
fame Place ; wnere I will confirm, by the 
Authority of God's Word, all that I faid then, 
and whatfoever before that Timue I taught 
them. 

I would counfel you, quoth the other, not 
to preach. If you can^ and will forbid me by 
tawmil Authority^ then I muft obey, faid 
launders. 'Nay, iaid the other, I will not 
foibid you^ I only give you Counfel. And 
Having faid {his, they were come Into *hc City, 
and took leave of each c^her. 

Thjs Advice ^iven him by Sr John Mor- 
iaunt^ the Privjr^Counfellor, did indeed feem 
to pi'oceed from fome Concern For his Safay ; 
but (his Confideration could have but little 

Weight 
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Weight with a Man, who was fo united to 
Chrift, and fo crucified to the World, that 
nothing feemed to him fafe or eligible, but 
* that very Crofs which he was advifed to de- 
cline. And therefore the next Day, which 
was Sunday ^ in the Forenoon, he preached a 
'Sermon in his Parifli Church on the Words of 
*St Paul^ 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3. / have ejpoufed you 
to one Hujhand:, that I may prefent you as a 
chajle Virgin to Ghrift : But I fear ^ lefi by any 
Means y as the Serpent beguilded Eve through his 
ISubtilty^foyour Mindsjhould be corrupted from 
'jhe Simplicity that is in Cbrijl. 

From which Words he recited the Sum of 
\he true Chriftian Dodrine, by which he had 
efpoufed them to Chrift, to receive of him free 
•Juftification through Faith in his Blood. 

"The Popijh Dodripe he compared to the 
Serpent's beguiling} and left they (hould be 
deceived by it, he fliewed them the manifeft 
and clear Difference between the Service of 
the Church, fet forth by King Edward in the 
Engli/h Tongue, and tht Popijh S&cvico in 
Latin: The firft, he fa id, was good and a- 
greeable to the Word of God, i Con xiv. and 
conformable to the Primitive Church. The 
©ther, he faid, was Evil ; and though it had 
fome good Latin Words in it, yet it was like 
a little Honey riiixed with a great deal of Poi- 
fon, to make them drink it all up. 

This was the Sum of his Sermon; but com- 
ing tq preach again in the Afternoon, he wa$ 
f . ipterrupte4 
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interrupted by an Officer which Bonner^ BMhop 
of London^ had fent for him. This Officer 
charged him, upon Pain of Difobfcdience and 
Contumacy, forthwith to come to the Bi(hop 
his Mafter. Thus, as the Apoftlcs were 
brought out of the Temple, where they were 
teaching unto the Rulers of the Priefts, fa 
was Laurence Saunders brought before the 
Biihop in his Palace of London^ who had in 
his Company the aforenamed Sir "John-Mor- 
daunt y and fome of his Chaplains. The Biftiop 
laid no more to Saunders's Charge than Trea- 
fon for breaking the Queen's Proclamation, 
Herefy and Sedition in his Sermon. 

The Treafon and Sedition his Charity was 
content to let flip, till another Time ; but art 
Heretic he would now prove him, and all 
ihofe, he laid, who t|ught and believed that 
the Adminiftration of the Sacraments, and all 
Orders of the Church are moft pure, which 
come neateft to the Order of the Primitive 
Church, for the Church was then but in its In- 
fancy, and could not abide that Perfection 
which was afterwards to be furniflied with. 
Ceremonies. And for this Caufe Chrift hinrifelf, 
and after him the Apoflles, did in many Things 
bear with the Rudenefs of that Church. 

To this^ Mr. Saunders anfwercd, with the 
Authority of St. Auguftine^ that Ceremonies 
were even frprh the Beginning invented and 
ordained for the rude Infancy and Infirmity 
of Man J and therefore it was a Token of the 

great 
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greater PcrfeAion of the Primitive Cburcb^ 
, that it had kw Ceremonies; and of the Rude* 
nefs of ^eP#^/]/2r Church, which had fo many^ 
p^urtly blafphemoaS)' and partly difguilful and 
unprofitable. 

After more Difcourfe of this Sort, the 
Bidvop ordered him to write down what he 
believed of 7ranfubftantion. Mr, Saunders 
did fo, faying, My Lord you feek my Bloody 
and you fhall bave^it: I pray God, that you be 
fo baptifed in it, that you may ther^fter 
loath Blood -fucking, and become a better 
Man. 

The Bi(hop kept the Writing for his owtt 
JPurpofe \ and when he had his Will, lent Mr,, 
Saunden to the Bifliop of Winchefier^ the 
Lord Chancellor, as Annas fent Chrift to 
Caipbas -, and the like Favour found this good 
Man as Chrift bis Mafter bad done befort 
him* The Chancellor not being at homye, 
when Mr. Saunders firft went, he waf obIige4 
to tarry for him above four Hours in an out^ 
Room, where one of the Biibop's Chaplaint 
^nd other Gentlemen were playing at lablte^ 
All this while Saunders ftood very modeft^ 
ly and bare-headed near the Screen ; Sir yobn 
Mordaunt, who was his Guide thither^ walking 
up and down by him* When the Bifliop 
came home, Saunders was called before hia 
to be e:xamined. He asked him, how it hap- 
pened, that notwithftanding the Queen's Pro^ 
clamation to the contrary, he had undertakea 
to preach? 

Mn 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



' 



Mr- SAUNDERJ5, . 79 

Mr. Saunders denied not that he had 
pleached, but (aid, that fiDrafoouch as he faw 
perilous Times now at Hand, he did but (ac« 
cording as he was adijfM>ni(hed and warned by 
Ezekiel the Prophet) exhort his Flock andPa^ 
riftiioncrs, to perfevere and Hand ftcdfaftly in 
the Dodrinc which they had learned ; (aying 
ftlfo, that he was naaved and excited thereunto 
by that Place of the Scripture, wherein the 
Aperies juftify thcmfelvcs, by obeying God 
rather than Man. Whether it be right in the 
Sight (f Gad, to hear km unto you^ more than 
unto God, j^dgeye, (A^iv. ig.J and that by 
preaching, he bad difcharged hisConfcieoce* 

A goodly Confciente furcly, faid the Bi(hop: 
According to this your Confciencc, or Opinion 
if ^bi^s^ you look upon the Queen as a 
fiafturd, or mifbegotten. 

Mr. Saunders anfwered. We do not fay that 
^ Queen is bafe, or mifbegotten, or in any 
^& countenance fuch Notions; but as for 
tbtsCbarge, let fucbtake Care, whofe Writings 
are yet in being, to the Reproach and Shame 
of the Authors, meaning the Biihop himielf ; 
who bad before (to obtain the Favour of 
12^;^ VIIL) written, and puWiibed in Print, 
a BcK>k, entitled, Trjie Ohedien^e : Wherein 
he hid openly declared Queen Mary to be a 
Baftard. 

The Bifliof^ being forely pinch'd at this, 
cry'd out. Here, carry away this frenzy Fool 
to Prifon. To which Mr. Saunders anfwered, 

that 
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tfeait Ae gtvc God Thanks, who had gf^^enf 
,hhn a- Place ol Reft and Quictnefs,- where he 
migbft:pniy for tbcBifliop's Coavcrfion. 

' Wbifc he lay in Pf i/on, he learnedly an-* 
fwe/ed and cleared ^im&lf^ in Letters addreifed 
tothe Bifiiop, of all chat wa^unjuftly laid to 
bis Charge. But a$ ta his Religion, he ftill 
pe^Jifted boldly to bear Teftimony to it, de- 
cktf irtg a &tm and ur^aken Reliance on the 
Twitb of it ; and faying with St. Paul^ 
(A6is %%\v. 1 5 J This I confefs^ that after the 
Waf -which they ctill Jierefy^ fo worjhip I the 
Gad of my Fathers ^ bejkving all Thingi which 
are written in the Law and the Prophets^ and 
kave HoptJ(Wards God. 
.-* So entirely did he refign himfelf to tbe 
Dcfeoce of Chrift's Caufe, that he forbad hfe 
Wife to fue for his I>eUvery 5 and when fonie 
of his Ffjeads had,.by Suit^ almoft obtained 
it, he difcouraged them, fo that they did not 
purfoc their Defign. The Lord Chancellor 
threatening him with Death, if he would not 
f^canr, he anfwei^d. Welcome be it to mc 
whatibever is the Will of God; if it be hie 
Ple^fure that I (hould live, then I make 
Choice of Life 5 if Death be my Lot, I have 
learned co die. 

'While Laurie Saunders lay in the Prifon, 

ftrift Charge was given that no one (hould 

' fpeak whh him. 'His Wife neverthelefs came 

to the Prifoa-Gate with her young Chiki in 

her Arms, to vifit her Hufband, The Keeper^ 

thoT 
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the' he durft not hSct Jxtto entar, took the. 
Aittk Babe but of her AtiUs, and broi^fk imx 
to his Father. Whet eupon' Mr. Sau^krs was 
greatly rejoiced, ami* faid to the Staiuters-byy 
whopraifcd the Bea<ity df the Chad, What 
Man fearing God, wottld not \ak this pre- 
&nt Lifb^ rather than, by prolondng it mre, 
have this Boy adjadged a Baftard^ nig Wife 
a Whore, and himfelf a Whoremonger? Yea, 
if ^hcre was no other Caufe, for which a Man 
rf my Condition (honld lofe his Life, yet 
^ho would not give i^, to avouch Htm Child 
to be legitiniate, and his Marriage to be lawful 
and ho^ ? * • 

Being convened before the Qaeen*^ moft 
honourable Privy Council; fundfy Biihopa 
being prefent, the Lord Chancellor began to 
Q)eak to him as followed*. 

L. Chan. It is not unknown that you have 
been a PrifoncTi for fbch abominable He- 
refies andfalfe Do£trine, aj'hath been fbwn by 
you ; and now it fe thought good that^ Mercy 
be ihewn to fuch as feek it : Wherefore now 
if ybu wilt conform, and come home again^ 
Mercy is ready. We moft fey that we have 
fallen in a Manner all; tfurnow we are rifen 
againi and leturried to the Catholic Church j 
ybu ttuft rife with us, and come home dhto 
it. Give us forthwith a direfl: Anfwen 

SdOful. My Lord, andmy Lords all, may ' 
it pfcafe ydfar Honours to'^hfemc leave to aa- 
fwerwith Deliberation. ' -*•* ^ ' 
*^ G L.Chan; 
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yc aT^, to t^^^y/jajfe^iBip yoiw gjociooa 
Words. Anfiv^,,y^, ofinay.; " 

<iM4t,A Mb t .nrA if U lyj Tiip^ for mC. DOW, 

e» there is, no great 
j.n^e. MyLs^ingi 

. alQ4^as.^pKidbe8c•op 
;q9|i^> ajt,aH. Not-»^ 

oneitipanfjvertfJiyqiir: 

qoqiidaing-that onp, 

e{il$ are lUce to.falk 

ugp^QO me,; Ifte iqURg.o^" a. good Cjoofi:ience„ 

or tbe loung thh my Body and Life. And t 

; both Life, and Liberty, 
ip|) without hurting mf 

■^\ y^,h»yefi<pPfi;a||f,aW<i 
tfuce^ di^ding .ypwrfeWefr 
^qdburch. 

rs„ the K-nower of. *U, 
a^dt ,^s, to the Chaifgey 

i|et Chnrdbf, I, dt^.aflurcr 
ypU,, thftf I. Ji[«e^ the Faiijli^ wjicrcin I. haw, 
b(psj».,bw»sj^ mV /^W! li w^,|(w«W- Yearn 
oj4;i,|i?ins,,t^l^. that,th|^,Pow*r of, theBir- 
l^m^f J??/??f isi bpli ttf»rpc4> . w«hix^awy. o^f , 
Abuies tU0fsm^ Yea, t^s,J,b|¥e;reQcijred4: 
evpnat y^njf, Hafl^s^ whp »fe,.bcffi,.pre(fl»t;».a8 
ajpiiii^Aejjepd upott.ljji tt<c,^?aiPN«P Gfafg^r?!?,. 
4nd publicK Authority. 

JLCban, 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



]V^^ S^AUNDEftS. 83 

Ii.Cbart. Vta; namty, l^M'firay'haie;poji 
received by Con&nt and Auth<M-ify alT jrour 
^erefies of the filt^'&Daauiehtof the Al- 
tar? 

5aiwftif. My .Lord, it is fefiX 
off an'-Ai-iri, Hatfd,' or JcJiftt of 
t6= ctit off Ms Head j for the W 
thoi^gb he kcks an A^iti, H«i 
arid £6 be cannot widiout hft H^ 
. atf>thc ^vbole Sort of ybri, ' have 
<^-the Siiprentacy of the Fi(^< 
^;^£fotik"now you will have to be 
tbfe Chiu'fcfragain. > 

Bijh^ ofLokd. Mifk p^fe yoiir Lordfliip,' 
I iia^ bi^ Hand agaihit this "Bl^ued Sacrament : 
Howlay yoiilo that ? ' 

Saind. What rha[ve written, that I have' 
writ^cnj' and" farther I Will' n6t accufe myietf^ 
Nothing have yoir td bUrd^ me' withal/ for 
breaking of ytiur Laws iitice t|^ey were'io 
F^rce.' 

jL.'C^rf)l' Wellj yoU' arfe obftinatei aii^ irei 
fafe Liberty. ' 

Saund, "bibj Lord, I may not buy Liberty 
at'fuch a PHce-; -but 1 fc^feech your Honours 
to be Means to die Qu^s Majefty for fuch a' 
Kitioft'for us, that We may live and keep our 
Oonfcieuo^j uncloggedj and we fliall five as ' 
ntbft^obedicnf S(ibje66t Otherwifc, I iiiuft 
fay for myfelf,' that; by God's Grace, I will 
abide the btmofl Extremity, tif what Man can 

G 2' do 
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do a^ainft tpc,^ rathef tl^an a^ ^gai^ft my 
Confciehcc. / '" .-i. 

". L. Chan. A^, Sirrab, you .will live as yeu 
lift. Tb6 Dondtijls defircd to live in Singula- 
rity I but indeed <hey were not ifit tCLliyc on 
Earth, no moire are you'; and that you (hall 
iin^ftand within thefe feven Days: And 
thcrefofe away with him. • 

Sound. Welcome be it, ; whatfocvcr the Will 
of Gbd (hall be, either Life or Death: And 
I tell, you truly, I have learned to die ; but I 
exhort you to beware of flicdding innocent 
Blood/ ^Truly it will cry. The Spirit of* God 
reft upbh all your Honours. Amen. 
' On the Fourth of February^ the Biftiop of 
London came tor the Prifon where he was to 
degrade* him 5 which when he hacj done, 
Laurence Saunders hi6 to hkn, I thanlcGod 
I am none of your Church. 

The Day following in the Morning, the 
Sheriff of London delivered him to Ibmb of the 
Queen's Guards, who were appointed to^ carry 
him to the City of Coventry ^ there tO; be 
burned. . , , , . 

' When he was oh the jWay, the firft Night, 
at StjiBahs^ one MuGrimoald came, to vifit 
him. Saunders loiowing ^this p^ri;^aj/i to bo 
but a lukewarm Chriftian, tobki Cup In his 
H^nd, and demanded, if ^e would pledgp 
him of the Cup, he woulci* begin \o him ; 
wiici'cat jCwA^ji^, (hrogglng,- up his Shoul- 
d^s^ Md, Yes, yes, of that Cup in your 

Hand, 
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Han^, Wt not of the other, you mean. Wcll^ 
iaid Mr. Saunders^ my, dear Lord Jefus Chrift 
hath be^p to me of a more bitter Cup than 
mine ia likely i^ be^ and ijball not { chear- 
fully pled^ ray dcarSavioor f No denbt but 
1 {halh4et others do as thc^ pleaie. 

Aft^ Ifc was CQme to Coventry^ the iam^ 
Night f fx>or Shoemaker, who was wont to 
. jferve him with Sbqes, rcame to ^ him, aod iaid, 
P> ^y good Mafteri God ftrengtben and 
comfort you. (^ramercy, good Shoemaker, 
faid Mr. Suunders^w^ I befeech thee pray for 
^e, fori am the unfitted Man for this high 
pffice, that ew.r was appointed to it 5 bnt my 
gracious God and dear rather, is able toanaj^ 
^c ftfOQg enough. 

The fame Ni^Ht he yirap put intp the com-; 
TOpn (jfoal amon^ o^her Pri&ners, where he 
flept littlfcj but fpent thclJight in Prayer, and 
inftrufting others. The, neyt Day^ which 
was the Eighth of I^irUary i^SS^^ washed 
to the Place of Executipn in the Park without 
the City, going in an old Gown, and a Shirt, 
bare-foot^, land often Tjimeji fell iia^ on the 
tOround and prayeii; When Jie was come 
near the Place of Executiox^ the Officer, ap- 
pointed to ice the cruel Work performed, 
^id to Hm, that he was ope of tliofe who 
majrr'd tlie Queen's R«ilm with falfe Doc- 
trine and Herefy, and therefore deferyed Death; 
,but yet, faid he, if thou wilt revoke thy He- 
fffies, the Queen hath pardoned thee ^ if not, 
G 3 yonder 
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yonder Fire is prepared for thee. T9 jxrhoiji 

S/lv/Saunders rtplkd^Tt is not I, nprtay^Fcl- 

Jow -Preachers dl* God's Truth, Who have hur; 

Ihe Qjicen*§ |lealm,' but it is yc[«rfelf, and 

fuch a^ yqu are/who have always refifted 

GodVHoly Words it is you, who have an(i 

dopiar the Queen's Realm. I hold no He- 

refies • But the Doflirine of God, the BJeifed 

Gofpcl of Chrift, that hold J, that befieve t, 

that I h^ve taught, gnd that i wiH never f^ 

voke. With tniat the Tormeijtor cried. Away 

with him; ap3 a^yay from Jiim went Mr.' 

Saunters with Gour|g6 tp the Stake. He feli 

to the Ground and prayed, then rofeup acain 

ahd took tlje Stake to which he was goirigto 

be chained in his Arms, and kiffed it, frying, 

Welcome the Crofs of Chrift ; Weicpm? 

eyetlatting Life. Thep being made faft, and 

tfie Fire jjut.'to him, he fweetly flept ih the 

Lord. 
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Jl ancf Graduate in the Uniyeriity of Ox- ^ 

jdr<^, where Ke applied hinifclf tp a (lili^nt J 

Searcli into ,the Holj^ Scriptures, beting of I 
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<ilo(}, ia moil eftTQcft Prajfers^ that be muxld 
^nlightea his^ Un^erftanding^ and ;guide him 
in the right Way. I|i the Rqgn of King 
Henry VII L be. w^ an Dpgofer of^he fix 
Articles,; which jhc Z>Q^r6dfthat Univer- 
iity undcrftanding, they fo hated him, that he 
was forced to leave Oxford^ and retire fird 

' iinto the Country, to Sir T/hmas Arundeh^ 
Where he was his Steward, and then into 
France^ and laftly into Oermany and Swit^ 
j^erland^ where he married ^Burgundiun Wo- 
man, and ma^e a particular Acquaintance 
with Bullin^er at Zurich. 
\/Vhen King ^j^ar^d the VL camt to tbe 

. Grown, he refurned tp ^f^loind^ and ?oming 
to London, becam(^a vety .^a^ous a<id diligent 
IPreacbcr, much foUbwed by the commoa 
^People, and m^ch favoured .1^ the Court; by 
which Mean^, he was made j^iihopof 6iS^ 

^ejier^ by the CcAnmand i^ the King, and pot 
Joi^ after ^ifl^op eA W^rxefier^ which Sees b^ 
Jlield both together. 

It feems, that after be was Bifla^p, fomc 
tCereapioniea vvere predfed upon him, as tbe 
Wearing a Chamere, white Rochet, and 
Square Op^ which he di^ufi'ed as Remnant3 
cf Pi^ry, and tberefottput up a Petition to 
the Kiag^ that he might be d^fpenfed witb 
Refu£tl of tho& Ceremonial Orders, or be 
^if^i^rged of hit Bi(hoprick. The King c©n- 
&nted to his Petition, and Wrote to the Arch- 
]^i(bop to omit thofe C£re0K)nie$^ and difpenfe 
©4 witb 
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with him as tatli^Pfeof tfieiii r' jft did'ldio 
the Bwl of ^r«*V^-aftef#irds Duke of 
PJorthutnheflandv -bijithei'K&oi^ wdWd not 
yield, feying, ti«y wfcrer T«->flei, vattd.ihkt his 
Smbfeortifefe >ind Self-wtii was not to be endu- 
red : Whereupon" Dr> .Ji<ioper w« .forced to 
f^brhit, and havidg^^prcatheid before the King 
HI his Pori^ficals, b< retired to his Diocefe. 
' Bfei^g cottoe to hJsElock, h(6:eA»pl^c^hi6 
TiiW'vi^ilh aU Dil»g«hcc for the Et^ficar«i©n 'of^ 
bis People, fefckiftg all Means hOw'Zto inftfda 
knd iH\j)roVe \be*n in tht Way of Salvatidh, 
going about his EHocJefc,^ a'nd preaching to 
the Fdiplei vifitiflg '8choolsj hearing Caufes, 
&nd difcharging with all Faithftilncfs the <»* 
ik:«0fagc»*B**0p. ■ • ■ '- '- '^^ 
'His Pala^ appeared ^s if it vwe a Church 
Of Temple'. Th^rt V?* not^fenV Gorriter Of it, 
withdht the Savour^ fomd Viituej or worthy 
Example; his Pomefticks being 'contiflaall^ 
occupied in Fcadia^-the-SeripturcSjf Orin fonie 
good Converfetion. ;- • 

• His Cttftom Was to relieve a certain Nam- 
btr Of poor People every P*y with a Wnnef;... 
■whom either hJmfelf or his Deputies ^»mi>» 
ned, about' the Lord'? Prayeri the' Articles of 
their Faith, aftd theTenGOinn>and|Heiit«} dien,- 
he fat down to Dinner, and not befo?ei. :■' ' :. 

• Two Years continued he thu& tQ,<kecate' 
the OflSce of a careful and -diligent Paftor %, at 
the End of which Time JCing£(^wtfi!*/ died, 
knd Qyjia^tiMary coming to the Throftft, thii 

; ; .. ' ■' worthy 
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^worthy Kfliop was one if^c ^ firft ^ A '^m 
'fent for'by la iHiffui^anl, 'fdr'ti*o CatflS ;^i; 
T^o anfwer td Di.^fiabi^ Vhafe Sfe^ *ftc bad 
poffeflcd*^hipfelf 6f,^that1Kttiop bekigide^ 
priced ftk hit Popi/b Opirflorts; ^.^To rttitfdr 
an Accoiirtl td Dr.Bdnnif; Bifliop' of Lorlddii; 

*wa^ an Atxtifer of that Bi(bop's Mttt»emivk)ur 
to tW King's Ordinance at 8t/Piid/*^CI^§^,^ in 
\he opfeh Cbn^rcgation. "' Hr wae ficft C^ied 
befor&the<^tl^en and hcrCoundl^ where the 
"Biihop of Wincbefier ireccrwd hhn bopfobii- 
oafly^ and failed at hibi as an Heretic, and 
Ironv thence fent him td Piifon, where he re^ 
paained fome Time. 

The next Year, March the 3t 9th, 1554, ho 
was fummoned to appear before thefitlbq^s 
^iWincheJler^ Lcmdori; Durham^' Landaff^ and 
Ci/r^^y#rr, who wwc appointed' Commfiilon-^ 
ers^ by the Qaeen^ for nis Examination and 
Trial. At his coming bcfore^ thetii, the Lord 
Chancellor asked him, if he was married ? To 
Which Dr. Hooper made Aftfwcr, that he was, 
and^would not be unmarried, till Death un*' 
inar^ him. That, faid the Bifliop of Dwr- 
bamin Miatter enough to deprive you. Not, 
my Lo'i^dj'iPeplyM JE%»r, * except yda do it 
againft Lav^>' ^ "• " ^' /" ' . - . 

The Bufinc(s of the Mawkgfr was lib ttore 
talked of then fot fome Time i'bntnhe <!:6ih^ 
miffione<l, as well as thfofe tvho ftood by^ 
piade fucbhaltei«^ing, laughed,' and uftd fi/ch 
^ V If. ' Geftures, 
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Gefture^ as wei» very unfectnly for the 
i^Iacc and fiafiqefe tbey were upon. The 
jBi^op of (2&iia&^^^r, l)r, ti^^^^ called Jmoi Hy- 
pocrite with yehcnjeni'Vi^ord?, arid a fcornful 
iti)untena«ce. Rlfeap ?(?i^^/ called him. Beafl ; 
^ did ^mith^ ooe of the Clerks oif the Coancil, 
■ajid ifivers otbcrs who ftood by. At length 
jthbB Bifliqp of Winch fier laid, that all Men 
m^ght ^e chdle ^ tbey wourld, ^md brought 
in this Textj, Matt. xix. 12. That fome had 
Mmdt tbemfehes Runucbi for (be Kingdom ff 
Heuven^ J3r. llogpjsr J&id, that Text proved 
not that all Men poiild live cb^fte, but fuch 
ouly to whom^t was given^ aj)d .cead the prer 
cecdingVerfcjJf//il/(?;? cannot refeive this Saying, 
jfaoe tbey Jo whom it is given : Adding, that it 
^keiviife appeared by the Qld CARons, called 
•th^ Decrees, that Marriage {veas not forlnddea 
to Biii^ Wb^eupon^ to conf^e MfP^ ^iifj 
$be^er fent ibr the Clementines -^ but Boope^f 
faid,, that was iWtthe Boole he hamecji : you 
(hall Iiave no otber,^ replied ff^inchefter^ untij 
v.QU arc judged by this. Then began fuc]^ a 
t^foife .and Tuii\aJi qf many fpeaking together ' 
svho ^voured not the Caufe, that fipthing 
<X)uW be heard diftinSly, 

Afterwards Judge Mnrgan began tp rail at; 
hin^ ibr the Severity of his Diicipline ztGlou-^ 
c^er^ and faid, there never was fuch a 2j^- 
roarfj a Charge, which, with Hatred and 
Ill-will, is always the Portion of tbe a6:iv« 
and godly Magiftratc : Froai which the 

Bifliop 



J Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



Dr. 1.0^ N Ugt01E!MK. ^ 

l^ihpp was fo fgr fcqm e^cpoaiog to be ex? 
.ecn|)ted, tKj^ he decided it ioi)e a^FoUy fiir 
j^ny Man pi;oifefling Chrift truljr^ tr. truly ac^ 
quitting bimfe^ of ibe .J^Mtici if aCbri/lian^ 
V^ look for .the Xopve.oJf the World. 

The BUhop of Cbihbefter told him, that 
the Council of Ancyra^ which was before the 
pQuncil of Nice^ was agaipft the Marriage o£ 
Priie^s. Thea cried out the jUord (ChaoceUor^ 
and pthers with hjim, that Ho(^ had never 
f ead the Councils. Yes, my Lord, laid Hoch 
p^r^ and mV Lord of Qiicbejier^ pr. Daj^ 
^nowcth^ that the great Council oi i^ice^ by 
the Means of one Papbnutiffs decreed^ that no 
Miniver (bould be feparated frooji his Wi&» 
put fuch Clangours and Cries wcfe u(ed, that 
the Council of Nice was not looked intcj. 

^1 of Talk 19 a brqtifii 
(ifhop of Durham^ al^d 
:r he believed the Corporal 
ament ? To which he an« 
none ftich, neither did hQ 
believe ^nj fuch Thing. Then Wincbefiet 
2.%t^ him what Authority moved him not to 
bplieve the Corporal Prefence? He anfwered, 
the iV^thority of God*sWord, and'alledged 
that Text, ^ep oportet ccelumfufcipere^ ufqut 
ad tem^i reftauratimh omnium. " Whom 
" the Heavens muft receive, until the Timc« 
** of the Reftauration of all Things." Mean- 
ing^ that if Chrift were to abide in Heaven till 
the refloring of all Things^ then could he not 

btt 
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be corp6ral!y' prcfent at the* Altar.. The'Bi- 
(hop w Wincbejier'yio\j\A not ajlow, that this 
Tejt Served at^aft to his Piirpbie, and (kid^ 
that Cbrift mlgl^ be in Heaven, and in the 
Sacrament alfo. Dr. Hooper would have iaid 
more^fo ha^ opened the Text ; but thofe who 
ftood next about the Bifliop, fo much ap- 
. proved of what he laid, and with fuch loud 
and clamotous Applaufe^ that Hooper vr2is not 
permitted to fpeak any ipore againft him. 
• Then they ordered th? Notaries to /writf 
down, that he was a married Man, And faidl 
he v^oiild not go from his ,Wife 5 and that he 
believed not the Corporal Prefence'ih the Sa-^ 
crament ; wherefore he was vvofthy to be de^ 
prived of his Bifhbprick, .* 

l^t following is an Account of Dr. Hooper-^ 

Ufage jft the F/eet Prifon, wrote by himfclf. , 

^* On the firftbf September, 1 wascoromit7 

" ted to the' Fleet from Ricbmoniiy to have the 

** Liberty of the Prifon ; and within fix Days 

after, I paid for my Liberty five poiiiifi^ 

Stcrhng^ to the Warden foir Fees J who. Mm- 

niediately upon the Payment thjqreof, cona- 

plaitied to Stephen Gardiner^ Biijiop of p%- 

•* chefter^ and fo I was committed to clofii 

** Prifon a Quarter of a Year, in the Towcfr 

^ Chamber of the Fleets and ufed extremely 

f * ill : But, bjT the Means of a good Gcntlc- 

*^ Syoliian, I had, after that. Liberty to come 

'^ down to Dinner and Supper, but was not 

"* ' , " fuffcre4 
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fufFcrcd tQ fpfak . wtth^sMty of .my Fticwlsr^ 
^V, but as foon as Dinner an4 S«pp?r!waajcbne, 
^*^,wa$ ojbligqcl to repair to iny.pbaix^bcragaim 
" And whilft J.canxe down thu8 JO D^ 
^' and Supper/ the Warde)i. and ;hU Wife 
*' would pick Quarrels witli^me^ and com- 
plained unjaftly of niq, toihcir great Friend 
- the BiOiop of /r/w/&r 
. ** After a Quarter of 
*• more, Bal^?jgfmthe\ 
" fell ou; with me, 
[' wicked Mafs : And tl 
^ went to the Bi(hbp of 
" tajned Leave to put 
** where I continued a I 
^* Bedding allowed mcj 
'* Straw,, and a rotten C 
" and a few Feathers tl 
*f being yilp and (linking, .until, by .God's 
^* Means, good People fen t me feme Bedding- 
*^ to lie on.l npi^ the one 5ide, of the Prifon 
^' is the Sink ,aAd Filth of the Houf^, and on 
*',the other the. Town Ditch, fo that tfce 
'^ Stench of the Houfe irifefted mc with fim- 
'^ dryDifeafes. 

" Puring the Time I was fick, the Doprs, 
" B^rs, Haip?, and Chains being all clpjfed, 
** and made faft , upon me,". I have mourjged, 
*' called ancj cry- d oujt for,y!(^pj but the War- 
^^ den, whe^ he, knew me ajanyXioaw ready ^ 
**' to die, and when the^ gppr Men ^f Uie 
!! W.^rds hareqajied to li^lp-ijsej, hatji fopi- 
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•^ inandW^^t^Da^ bekej^t^Mi and 
cbatg^^^tfa^^tie^ off hiiMen* (Hbdld^nie 

good RidddfiOii*ioi hi&r^ ankj alUdflgft^tn^riy 
^» oth(» TfeBcs,-hef;jcHd thtis ofirtbePi^h of 
^^'Oii^p 15 53 i ar many can witneisi 
:. '.^*^I {>ai(]^ at)^iiyft like a^ Bdrarv^td tbe&td 
« Warden, as weltiinFeeSj afr^farmy' Board, 
^^ vriskki wa^ Tw^my^ SMlfing^a Weok, be- 
S^- £dci my Maft^'Eable; iiiilU I was wrohg- 
« fully deprived oR my, Bifcoprkfks and after 
«• that Tinje, I paid ^ hiia ^s xl^ 'bfeft OentW- 
^^ nvan dotk:i»*hk Houfd,' yec^haeb fafi ufed 
«* ose. worfe, aiKi mfore vitety; thfan^hfe veryetf 
iiii came icPiim Hiilt Commons; 
Warden- attb ini^ijg^d my 
\^iD(iwmn-i and; fti'ippied' hioi 
:8t^ to fe«rah- fot Lfettcrs, but 
^ rcould fiad' ^ floul&i on\f a ' Htde Rfcittem-' 
^V'bwiKe of good Peoples Names,-: wbo gave 
<* mcitheir Aln?^ 10 telicfe nie4n ftUbft j and 
*^tb^ Warden, that he might 'und6 thdni 
*i^falfO| delivered that Pkpcr td'thefaidiS'/^/^i5<A? 
«^ ^G^i^iner^ God's JEiiemy and 'mkici 

** I fuffered Imprifonment alihoft eighteen/ 
^* Mdnthsy n*y- Goods, Livingj Friends^ and 
M Comfort t^k^frtktt me; the Queen omng' 
*^ me,*' byjuft Afectfanr,^ S^-Pbunds or* more/ 
** 'Shi put ln» inPfifcte^ ^ndgivd ine nothing' 
^^ Vto-mainteinVnie-th«{re, ni^itber Was any one | 
^* 'fefiWcd^ ta cemie ^o me, froin whbm; I' 
« ^ii%ht hdve*id-Rfelief. I ani> \irith a wicked ' 
^ : « MaQ 
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Mia and! Wpimn; to thftl^dfecrnp Jtoiiedf # 
i|v]ng.GQd'srH$^.'hst £fhall(te ciftfi«ray 
inJffrifctttibeforciIr^cQme. ttk^fKB^mfent:: mt 
** t/commk mjt Juft Caufc: to^. Ck)d, wboft 
« Will te: dancj: xwbcthtp it^bt; by. Life oi 

Thus much thtMfbop v/sob^mthihviovia 

Hft»di, , ■ -': .*-—•' \ /.. • 

ihef Wiand^n ef th^ifVSr^/^,■ wttrcohimartdod to 
briag. his Prifohcr. btfarc the ffiffioptof fFin* 
^bf/kr^ with dthcr,*B<(hop5. aiidjGon^miflkmcrsi 
at the Bifliop of Winchejier'^ Houfe, at SU 

Tfe^ Biihopi ift.tbeWama 6f himfelf-aHd 
the rd(^) moved: D^Mcopir earneftly to f<M> 
ft^Q the. eyll aiid^ eorrupC; Dodtrinri as: hd 
feFiiied7 it, preadilei;) in the Days of King Edl 
wardiVh aSttd' tOi return 10 tbe,Unitycfth« 
GiUhUcr Chdroby' ^i^d: to atknowkadgiB the 
]8^'6Ht>linseifht«t be Head of the ^meChurcb^ 
Recording: 19 the Deteirminalion of the vvhoit 
ParUameat'5 promifing, that as he himfelf^ 
with other hi*. Brtthrenv . had received the 
fiop^'^ BJetHng^ anditte Qaetia's Mercy^ even^ 
& M^ey was jreadtritofhe (hewed to hiin and 
prices, . if be would arife with them, and^con^ 
defdeM to the.Fopo'i HJ>EDcfe, 
' Pr. lio&p^ ajptjfweredy that forafmodiasthei 
B^pflF. t*pgfefc BoSrine alto^ contrary to 
the^Doafine cf Cbriji, he wSs not worthy to 
he: accounted arMemtcr of;C)&rj/?«Cb«ch, 

much 
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iRiicfa lefi'to teJIcad theitof^ wherefbre he 
woaki in no wUe- tdldfsieend to any AicK 
ofcft'ped Jorifiii^tion^ neither efteemed be the 
Church, wherao£ they called him the Head, 
•0 be the Cj/ftriKir Ghurdi^ of Ghrifi% for th<? 
Church only heareth the Voice of lief Spoufc 
eifer^y and ilieth^ the Strangertr* 

However, fa id he, if in any Point, unknown 
to me, I have offended the Queen's Majefty; 
i' Will moft hmnbly ibbmit myfelf to her 
Mcncy, if Mercy fti^^y be had with SafeQr of 
Cooicience^ and without the Di^leafure of 
God. , ■-. 

# Arifwer was made, that the Qoccfn wouU 
fliew no Mercy to the Pope's Enemies. Where- 
upon Bahingtm was conitnanded to carry him 
to the FUtt^ again ; who did fo^ and Shifted 
him from his former Chamber into another, 
near bis own, where he remained (k Pkysj 
arid, in the mean Time,- his other Chamber 
was'fcarched by Dr. Aforfi^and others, for 
Writings arid Books, which Dv. Hooper was 
ih^pofed to have made, but none was found. '- 

•On the ,20th of yanuafy^ Wincbefler^ fltid*' 
^ otbenCommiflioners fat again in Judgn^fent 
at St. MaryrOveries^ and Dr. Hooper appeared 
before them in the Afternoon, when after- 
much Reafoning and pifputatK)n to and &o,- 
he was bmtetbi to withdraw, titt Rogers^ who 
was then comcj, was Jike wife examined. Afterl 
ivhici*the two Sheriffi (£ London were com-^ 
manded t6 carry them, about Four of the* 

Clocks 
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C^dck, to the Counter in Soutbwark^ there td 
remain till the next Morning at Nine of thd 
Clock, to fee whether they would relent^ and 
Come honle again to their Catbblic Church. 
. At the Time appinted. Dr. Hooper went 
before with oiie of the Sheriffs^ and Mt.Rogeri 
came after with the other j and being out of 
\he Church Door, Hooper looked back, and 
fiaid a little till Rogers drew near, unto whom 
he faid, Come Brother JRI^ii'^n, muft we two 
take this Matter firft in Hand, and begb to 
fry thefe JFaggots? Yea, Sir, faid Rogers, by 
God's Grace. Doubt not, (2Ad,^Hooper^ but 
God win ftrengthen us. ^ As they went foiv 
ward, there was fuch a Preis of People in thd 
Streets^ rejoicing at their Conftancy, that they 
had much ado t6 pafs along. 

By the Way, the Sheriff faid to Dr. Hooper^ 
I wonder that you were fo hafty with my 
Lord Chancellor, and ftiew'd no toorePatiencc. 
He anfwered, Mr. Sheriff, I Wa^ not fit all 
impatient, though I was earneft iii my Ma* 
fter's Caufe, and fo it behoveth me to be, 
fince my Life and Death dependeth upon it. 
Hot the Life and Death of this World only^ 
but alfo of the World to come. Then were 
they committed to the Keeper of the Counter, 
and appointed to feparate Chambers, with 
ftri£t Orders giveii, that they (bould not bei 
iiifiered tp fpeak to one anQ(l«lr, nor any on« 
illowed to come to them tUat l^ight^ 

H th« 
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Tbq Day following, January the 2gtb^ 
tbcy were brought a^in by the Sheriffs before 
the 6i(hop, and the other Comoailiioners k^ 
the Churchi where they had been the Pay 
before. And, after a long Difcoorfe^ whdn it 
was perceived that E)r. Hooper woii4d by na 
Means conde&end to thena, they condemned 
him to be degraded, and read his Condemna^ 
tbn to him : Which done, he was carried 
with Mr. IRogtrs to the Clink, a Prifon not far 
from the Bifhop of Winchefter^% Houfe j and^ 
when it was- dark^ he was fent to Newgate^ 
foine of the Sergeants going before,, to put oirt 
the Lights which were commonly ufed in the 
-Streets; notwithflan^tng which, the Peofde^ 
knowing beforehand of his coming, many di 
them came out of their Doors with L^ghts^ 
and ialuted him: 3. praifing God for his Gen- 
ftancy ia ^e true Dbftrine whieh he had 
taught them, and befeeching himtoftren^hea 
him in the &me to the End. 

He continued ^ Diiys in Neix^ate^ duflng' 
which Time,, Bonner^ Bifliop of London^ and 
others by his Appointment,, as Fecknam^ Cbed^ 
fey^ Harp^ld, &c. went to him, to try ifljy 
any Mqsips they could perfuade him to recant^ 
and become a Member of their Anti-chriftiaii' 
Church, All the Ways they could dcvifc they 
attenipted : For befidep the Difputations and^ 
Allegations of Teftimonies^ of the ^criptuq^S^, 
and of Ancient Writers, wrefted to a wrcwg: 
Senfe, according to their accuflomed Man- 



ner^, 
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mt, tb^ ufdd atfo &U outward Oentlenefd and 
Sig0ificatbns of Frieddlhip, with many great 
Proffers and PromUes of worldly Advantages, 
fioc (Mnitting alfo moA grievous Threatnings^ 
If with Oratleneft they could not prevail ; but 
th^ found him always the fame Man, ftcd- 
fafl; and immoveable. When they paceived, 
that they could by no Means reclaim him to 
their FurpoTe, with fuch Perfuafions and Of- 
fers as they ufed for his Conver^n, then went 
they about by fal(e Rumours and Reports of 
bis Recantation^ (for it is well known, that 
they and their Servants did fpread it firft 
abr<^) to bring him and the Doctrine which 
he profeffcd cnlt of Credit with the People. 

This falfe Report was (o far fpread/ and . 
^ILeved. by fome ^of the weaker Sort, on ac-* 
count qf the Bithop of LondoHy and others 
Q6»n coming to himi, that arlength it reach'd 
Dr. Hooper's Ears, who was much grieved 
^hyeroat, and wrote the following Letter to 
jnftify himfelf * 

^ Grace qf our Lord ye/us Cbriji he with afi 

tbenf that unfeigned^ Mieve^ and took/or^ 

ibsfomiHg of om' Saviour Jpbrtfi. ^etii ^ 

*^ TXEAR Brethren and Sifters in thd 

^^ \3 ' Lord^ and ray Fellow Prifoners for 

** the Caufe of God*s Qofj^l, I do much re^ 

^* joic© and give Thanks unto God fw your 

^ Conftracy and Perfeverancc in AfBi^on^ 

*' oirto whom I wifh Continuance unto thef 

Ha '^ End. 
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^ End. And w I do rejoice in your Faith 
<* and Conftancy in Afflidibns that are in 
^ Prifo% even fo do I mourn and Jament to 
*« bear of our de^r Brethren that yet have liot 
*♦ felt fuch Dangers for God's Truth, as we 
<* ha^^, and do feel, and are daily like to fuf^ 
«' fcr more, yea, the very extreme and vile 
*« Death of the Fire : Yet fuch ia the Report 
«« abroad, as I am credibly informed, that I 
** John Hooper^ a condemned Man for the 
^^ Caufe of Chrift, (hould now, after Sentence 
<* of Death, (being Prifoner in Newgate^ and 
** looking daily for Execution} recant and ab* 
<* jure that which heretofore I have preached^ 
*' And this Talk arifeth of this^ that the Bi-* 
•* (hop of London and his Chaplains reforc 
^^ uato me» Doubtleis, if our Brethren were! 
" as godly as I could wi(h them, they would 
^ think,, that in^ Cafe I did refufe to talk 
with them, they might have juft Occaiion 
to fa^^ that I was untearhed, and durft Bot^ 
fpeak with learned Men, or eife proud and 
difdained to fpeak with them. Therefore^ 
to avoid Juft Sulpiciqu of both, I have, and 
" . do d^ily ipeak with them when they come, 
" not doubting but that they report, that I 
*^ am neither proud nor unlearned*- And I 
" wotild wUh all Men to do as I do in this 
" Point r For I Icar not their Arguments, 
** Mkhor ia Death terrible .unto me, praying 
% y<»i to make trw Repctt-t of the fame, aa 
^ Qfio^j^ (ball ferve y. and that I am more 

** coi> 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



U 



U 



<< 



4€ 



Dr. JOHN HOOPER. lOi 

confirmed in the Truth which i have 
preached heretofore, by their eomtng. 
" Therefore, ye that may fend to the v««eak 
Brethren, pray them^ that they trdul^ me 
not with fach Reports of Recantations as 
^' they do; for I have hitherto left all Things 
^ of the World, and fuflfered great Pains and 
^* Imprifonment, and I thank God I ttte as 
** ready to fuflfer Death, as a mortal Man can 
be. It were better for them to pray^for us, 
than to credit or report fi^ch Rumouf$ that 
*^ ate untrue. We have Enemies enough of 
^f fuch as know not God truly. Birt yet the 
*' falfe Report of weak Brethren is a double 
** Crofe. I wi(h you eternal Salvation in Jcfus 
^* Chrift, and alfb require your coWtihual 
.** Prayers, that he who hath begun in U5, 
*^ may continue it to the End. ^ 

*^ I have taught the Truth ' with my 
*^ Tongue, and with my Pen heretofore, and 
^^ hereafter (hortly will confirm the fame, by 
^* God's Grace, with my Blood. From New-- 
^* gate the fccond of February^ ^«w 1554. 
Tmr Brother in Chrift^ 

JOHK Boo>*R, 
• . • -. .,.-._. ^- 

On Monday^ February the fourth, theBi- 
fhop of London came to Newgate and degraded 
him $ and here it is to be noted* that 4n^^- 
grading this Bkfled Biihop, they procxeded 
t^ainft bhn^ only as a Prieft, i^^ fueh M he 
m^ ihck Bualamius 2a»:oiktii4i n^ Bil&^^ 
H3 The 
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The lame Night hb Keeper acquainted Piv 
Hooper^ that he was to be fent to Gloucefler^ 
to fufFer Death j whereat he was greatly re- 
joiced, lifting up his Eyes and Hands to Hea*? 
ven^ and praifing God^ that he iaw it goo4 
to iend hinv amongft the People over whom 
he was Paftor, there to confirm with his 
Death the Truth which he had before taugh^ 
them, not doubting but the^ J^oxA would give 
him Strength to perform the fame to btt 
Glory : And immediately he fent to bis Ser- 
vant's Houfe for his Boots, Spurs and Cloak^ 
that he might be in a Readmefs -to lide wheo^ 
he (hould be called. 

The next Day, about Pour of the Clock 
in the Morning, before it was Pay, the Keeper 
with others came to him, and fearclied him^ 
and the Bed where he lay, to fee if he hati 
written any thing ; and then he was led by 
the Sheriffs of jLondon and their Officers put of 
JNewgafe to a Place appointed, not far from 
St. DunJ^tis Church, in Fketjireet^ where 
fix of the Queen's Guards were ordered to re* 
ceive him, and carry him to Ghucefiit^ there 
to be delivered to the Sheriff, who with th? 
jLord Chandois^ Mr. TVicks^ and other C6m« 
miflioners, were appointed to kt BacecutioQ 
done. 

The Guard brought him to the Jif^l^ 

where he tn'eakfafted with them, eating his 

Meat with a better Appetite than he had douQ 

for a good wbyp before, Aboat Break of Da^r 
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ht wenc to take Horfe, and leapt chearfolly 
CXI his Back without Help, having a Hood 
upon bis. Head^ under his Hat, that he might 
not be known ; and to he took his Journey 
joyfidly towards GUMcefter^ his Guard, learning 
froQi him by the Way^ where he ufcd to 
l^it or lodge, always carri^ him to another 

Upon tb« Tbuffday following, he came tQ 
nTqvsrqin hisDioccfe, palled Qirenci 
Ci€etfr\ fifteen MU^s from the City o: 
fier^ Vbout Eleven of the Clock, a 
diiH^l jut a Wom^n'ti.Houie, who ha 
hated the Truth, and fpoken all the 
^pqld of Dr^ Hooper. This Woman 
n^ing the Cauie of his coming, fliei 
gc^^t Pvility, and laqiented his C 
Tears, confeffing that flie before hi 
lN?p<;rtpd, that if he was put to the 1 
fUTQuld not iland to his Dodrine, 

After pinner he rode forwards, and cam<^ 
^Ghwefter jibout Five in the Evening. Abou^t 
ft Mil^ on thi^ Side the City, many. People 
W/^re a0embled, crying and binenting for hia 
Cohdition 5 in/oQiijich that pn^ of the Guard 
rode poft into Ghucejiety to xeMire Aid of the 
Mayor and Sherii^, fearing left he ihould be 
rcfcued from them. The Officers and their 
Attinoe repaired to *he Gate i^ith Weapons, 
nod QQinmanded the People (o keep their 
Hpu^s; though np one ha4;^ewA any Sigqa 
<lf intei^ding (i^ch ^ Refcpe, "/ 
: ^ H 4 The 



Digitiz'ed by CjOOQ IC 



104 5l&ef H I S T O R Y gf 

Yhc Prifoncr was lodged that Night at one 
Jngram\ Houfe in Ghucejier^ where, as he 
bad done all the Way, he eat his Meat quietly, 
and flept his firft Sleep ibundly/ as it was xt^ 
ported by the Guard and others about hioi^ 
After his firft Sleep, he continued all that 
Night in Prayer till Morning, and then he de^ 
fired, that he might go into the next Cham^ 
bcr, (for the Quard were alfo in the Chamber 
where he lay) that being there alone, he might 
pray more ireely 5 fo all that Day, except a 
i ttle Time at his Meat, and when he talked 
with thofe^ whom the Guard gave Leave to 
(peak to him, he beftowed in Prayer. 

Among others that fpoke to him, was Sir 
Antbtmy Kingjlon Knight, who having been 
. thought his Friend in Times paft, was then 
appointed by the Queen's Letters, to be one of 
the Commiffioners,^ to fee Execution done upoB 
him. Sir jinthony being brought into the 
Chamber, fouqd hini at his Prayers, itint^ as 
foon as he faw him, burft into Tears. Dr. 
Hooper at firft did not icnow hina, Then iaid 
Sir Anthony^ What, my Lord, do you not 
know me, your old Friend Kingftm ? 

Yes, Sir Anthony^ anfwercd the Bi(hop, I 
how do know 3rou well, and am glad to fee 
you in Health, and praife God for it. 

But, faid the other, I am forry to fee you 
fn fhisCafe ; for as I underftand, you are come 
hither to die. But, alas! confider that Life is 
fw($^i and Peath is bitter; therefore feeing Li^ 

may 
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may be had, defire to live^ ibr Life befeafter 
may be good. 

Indeed, anfwered the Bifiiop, Sir jifitban^^ 
I am come hither to end this life, aod 10 
fiiffer Death here, becaufe I will not gainiay 
the Truth I have formerly taught among yi^ 
in this Diocefe and elfewhere ; and I thank 
you for your friendly Council, although it is 
not fo friendly as I could have wi(hed iu True 
It is. Sir Anthony, that Death is bitter, and Life 
isfweet: But alasl confider that the Death to 
come is more bitter, and the Life to come is 
mofc fweet: Therefore for the Defire and 
Love I have for 4)ne, and the Terror and Fear 
of the other, I do not ib much reg£urd this 
Death, nor efteem this Li/e, but have fet* 
tied myfelf, through the Strength of God's 
Holy Spirit, patiently to pafs through the Tor-- 
ments and Extremities of the Fire now pre-^ 
pared for me, rather than deny the Trath of 
hi^'^ord, defiring you and others, in the meau 
Time, to commend me to God's Mercy in 
your Prayers. ' 

Well, my Lord, replyed Sir Anthony, I per- 
ceive there is no Remedy, and therefore I will 
take my Leave, and I thank God that ever 
I knew you, for God did appoint you to call 
me being a loft Child, and thou^both an 
Adulterer and Fornicator before, yet by your 
good Inftrudbns, God hath broug^ me ta 
forfake and deteft the fame. . . 

The Bi(hop and Sir Albany Kingjlon having 

taken 
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ukcn leave of each other with Tears in their 
Eyes, the fame Day in the Afternoon, a 
blind Boy, after long Interceflion made to the 
Guardi obtained Leave to be brought to the 
Speech of the Biftiop. This Boy not long be- 
fore had fuffered Imprifonment at Gloucefter 
fpr confefiing the Truth. The Biftiop, aft^r 
he had examined him concerning his Faith, 
and the Caufe of his Imprifonment, beheld 
him iledfaftly, and with Tears (landing ia 
btf Eyes, faid unto him. Ah poor Boy I God 
bathtaken from thee thy outward Sight, for, 
M^bat Confideration he beft know^ch ; but he 
liath given thqe another Sight much mora 
precious, for he hath endued thy Soul with 
the Ey^ of Knowledge and Faith. God give 
thee Grace continually to pra]^ to him, that 
thou lofe not that Sight, for then wouldefithoa 
be blind both of Body and SouL 

After that aiK)ther came to him, whoi;n he 
knew to be a thorough Papift, and a wk:ked 
Mans who pretending to lament hisCaie^ 
faid he was forry to fee him in that Condition, 
for be heard, that he was t)fought hither to 
die^ Be forry for thyfelf ,Man, faid the ^iftiop^ 
ftod lament thy own Wickednefe; I am well, I 
fhaok God, and Deat^ to me |br Chriil's fak« 
ifi.wclconac. . . 

. The fame Nighty be was committed by th^ 
Gu»rd, tbeir Commiflion being then expired, 
to the Cuftody of the Sheriffs of Gloucefter^ 
The Name of one vfzs Jenkins^ and of the 
whbr Bond, who with the Mayor and AU 

dermeoi 
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^it)cn repaktd to the BUhop's Lodgings, and 
it the firft Meeting Saluted him, and took 
him by the Hand. To whom the BiOaop 
fpoke in this Manner, Mr. Mayor, I give yoa 
moft hearty Thanks; and the reft of your 
]3rtthren, that you have vouchiafed to tak6 
me, a PriToner apd a oondemncd Man, by the 
Hand | whereby it Ibems as if all your ancient 
Love and Friendship for nit were not quite ex** 
tioguiihed; aod I tmft alfo, tbttalltheThingl 
I have taught you in Times paft are not iit* 
terty forgotten^ when I was here appointed, by 
the pious King that is dead, to be your Bi(bop 
and Paftor. And becaufe I will not allow the 
true Do€trine which I then taught to be falfo 
and heretical, as many other Men have done; 
lam ient hither (as you well know) bytbe 
Queen's Command to die ; and £> in the fame 
Pkce where I taught h, (hall confirm it with 
toy Blood. 

Aad oow^ Mr. Sheri^ I uncbrftand hf ^ 
tbefe Meo^ my good Frien^ meaning ti^* 
Guards iat whc^ Hands i haveloimd as muck 
FavDi^r an4 Oendenefi by the Way to thU 
Plate, a a Prifoner could reafonably require, 
(for i^ch alfo I mo0: faeamly thank them) 
wat I am coftimitted to your Cuftody, that 
you fuy fee mb brought Tomorrow to the 
place t)i Eioccailaa. My Riequcft therefore to 
you Ihttt only be, th^t iketc may be a quick 
fke Ibortiy to make an End of me; and in 
^ 9»eah Time I wiil be i^s obedient to ytm; 

9^ 
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as yoBrfelyes could wi(h. If you think I do 
ami& in any thing, hold up your Finger, and 
I have done. I am not come here as one that 
Is compelled to die at all Adventures, for it is 
well known, I might have had my Life virith 
Worldly Gain ; but as one willingly to offer 
and give up my Life for the Truth, nither 
tbaatx]fnfent to the wicked papiftical Religion 
of the Biihop of Ri^me^ received and fet forth 
by the Magiftrates in England^ to Gad's high 
I^pkafiire and DiOionour ; and I truft, by 
God's Grace, Tomorrow to die a faithful Ser- 
vant of God, and a true obedient Subjedt of 
th6 Queen. 

Thefe, and fudilike Words, the Bi(hop 
Hftd to. the Mayor, Sherifis and Aldermen^ 
ybereat many of them mourned and lamented^ 
iiQVlx'thele& the two Sheriffs went aiide to 
confult^ and were determined to have lodged 
falfH in the Common-Goal of the City called 
^ ihrthgate^ if jthe Guard had not made 
eameft Interceffions for him; who declared 
how quietly and patientiy he had behaved 
\»xsMi on the Road, adding, that any Child 
nilgl^t^ceep him $ and that they tbemfelvet 
WQuy rather undertake to watch him than he 
^^Id bedfeilt to tfa&icommoa Prilbn. So ie 
^gf^4gr$ed at;tmgth that be (hould remain ia 
i^4!^ld^m^^if Houfe, and the Sfaerifl^ wA 
the|ri^>$cei^ watchodxwith hkn ^themfelves 
thft(il%bt. Wt defired he migbt go to Bed 
Qi(^»^ fd^g> 'il^ many ^Things 4o 

rccolleft^ 
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recollect; andaccordingly he retired tore/lat fitts 
of the Clocks and flept «ne Sleep foundly, be^ 
flowing the reft of the JJight in Prayer. A£^^ 
fer he rofe in the Morning, he defired ^t no 
Man might be fufiered to come ihto bis Cham^ 
ber i but that he might be alone till the Hour 
of ExecutiQU. 

About Eight of the Clock, the Lord Cban* 
dots came with a great Band of Men^ as dki 
Sir Anthony Kin^on^ Sir Edmund Bridges^ 
and other Commiffioners appointed to fee 
Execution done. At nine of the Clock the 
Bifhop was ordered to prepare himfelf to be 
in Readinefs, for the Time was at Hand. He 
was immediately brought down from his 
Chamber by the Shcrifis, who were attended 
by Bills, Halberts, and other Weapons : Which 
when the Bifhop ^ w, he told the Sber^ they 
needed not to have been at the Trouble of gett-- 
ifig together fo many armed Men, for he was 
no Tray tor, and, if they had fo ordered him, 
he would have gone to the Stake alone. Af- 
terwards looking about upon the great Num- 
ber, of People, that were gathered together, 
being computed to be near feven Thou&nd, 
it being Market-Day ,^ and many befidcs came 

gurpofely to fee this cruel Spediacle ; tb* 
tiftiop fpoke to thofe who -were about him, 
and iaid. Why are thefe People aflonbled to- 
gether? Perhaps they come to hear ibmething 
from me, now as in Times paft ; \Mi alas? 
%>eecb k £>rbid me. Neviertbtlefs the Cixk^ 

or 
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x>f my Death is well known unto them. Wh^ 
I was appointed here to be their Pallor, J 
preached unto them, true and fincere Doiflrioc^ 
Ai|d diat out of the Word of God : ^nd \»' 
cattfe I will not now account the &me to i^e 
He^y, and an Untruthj this Death is preparecl 
for me^ 

He went to the Place of E^tecatbn, like a 
Lamb to the Slaught^, between the two Sb«^ 
rii& of the City^ leaning on a &ta£F (for he ha4 
contraded a Sciatka^ by lying in Prifon^ 
wl)ich made him halt) and accompanied 
by the bitter Cries and Lamentations of the 
People: Tho* his bloody Perfecutors con^ 
ceived no Remorfe^ nor any Sentiments qi. 
Companion at a Spectacle fo affedilig, which 
might have -moved them h much the mor^^ 
IS all the Proceedings againfl him were highly 
arbitrary, and particularly his Deprivation i 
for the Qup^A ^^^ ^^^ Bi(hoprick from him. 
In the Year 1553, purely in Virtue of her 
lieing Jupreme Head of the Church i (the 
Pofc's $u|)remacy having not becfn reftored 
till ll^ latter End of the next Year 1554) 
which tho' the Qfieen thought a iinful aivi 
fchifeiattcal Power, when fmumed by h^ 
f*atber^ yet fhe^ was eafily penbaded to ufe it 
hei;ielf ai^inil the Reformed Ctcrgyj Shtf 
aJIedged in her Commiflion a pretended 
Criq^e aeainit himi and then Wore Tria]^ 
dg^ared his BUhoprick void 5 taking hAwk- 
^^, that his Patent wasr during Pteai^^ 

(which 



Digitized 



led by Google 



Pr. JOHN HOOPER, m 

(whidi indeed was true ;) but not remember-^ 
tag the 2^ with which he publickly zfEat^d 
her Title to the Crown^ while the Conteft 
about it fubfifted between her and the ^Lady 
yane : Tho' he could not but forefee the fatal 
Confequences that muft enfoe upon her iac« 
(Deeding. 

But as to thcfe PiMntSy Wifton^ tlw Prolof- 
cutor, as appears by a Letter of the Martyr't 
to Bi(hop Farrar^ a fierce Man, nwde ntf 
Scruple to irritate and harden the Per&cutor& 
in their Violence, telling them, It mattered^ 
not for a Law % we have a Commiffion, faid 
he, to proceed againft them: When they are 
di4>atched^ let tbcir Friends take the Law of 
us. 

When he came to tfaf^ I^ace of j^ecution^ 
which was near the great Elm, over-again^ 
the College c^ Priefts^, where he was wont ta 
preachy he looked fmilingly on the Si^ake, and^ 
the Preparations made for him. Thd Houfet 
aU round, apd the Boughs of the Tree^ i^ere 
filled with f^ople, and in the Chatnbo* over 
the College-Gate^ ilbod the firiefts of 'the Cot- 
I^e. Irhen he kneeled down lo Prayer, foonr 
^er which, a Box was l3rought and laicl be-^ 
fore him on a Stool, with his Pardon, at leaft 
k was faid to be his Pardon fronv the Qieen,: 
if he would turn. A* the Sight of which, he 
eried out, If you lov^ my Soul, away withit. 

The Fire being not well kindled^ hisBOr 
itjj^idldnot bumaU at once>> but he fufibred 

Death, 
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Death, firft in one Part, then in another ; ^ti 
fc)r fome Time he appeared as free from Paini 
crying out, but not at all as under the Ago-* 
hies of Death; Jefus, the Son of Davidl 
have Mercy upon me^ und receive myjSouL 
The4 wiping his Eyes with his Hands, and 
beholding the People, he laid with an indif* 
fcrent loud Voice, For God's Lovfe, good Ptor 
pie, let nae have more Fire: And all this while 
his :lower Parts burnt, but the Faggots were 
fo few that the Fire did not reach his upper 
Parts to any Purpofe, 

Sodn after, the Fire was made larger, and 
he {iityed with a loud Voice, JLar^/ J ejus, have 
Merc/ upon me! Lard Jefus, have Mercj 
upm me I Lord Jrf^^^ receive my Spirit. And 
thcfefwcre the kft Words he was heard to 
Qttet : But when he was black in the Mouth;^ 
und he Tongue fwoln, that he could not 
fpeak, yet his Lips went till they were (hrunfer 
totbcGunis; and he knocked his Breads 
vn£^ his Hands, till one of his Arms fell off; 
and then ^th the other till his Hand cleaved 
fait to the Iron-Hoop upon his Breaft, wheil^ 
imqiediatcly bowing forward he yielded uj* 
his Spirit 
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- I ■> II ■ .11 ■ ^ I I I ' 1 11^— »l^^W— i*% 

The HISTORY of. 

Dr. T A r L R. 

TH E Town of Hadky was one of the 
firft that received the Word of God in 
v\\ Englandyhovci the preaching of Mr. Tifo- 
mas Bilney ; by whole Induftry the Gofpel of 
Chrift had fuch good Succefs, and took fuch 
Root there/that a great Number in that PariHi 
became exceeding well learned in the Holy 
Scriptures, both Women and Men : So that 
a Man might have found among them 
many, who had often read the whole Bible 
through, and that could have faid a great Part 
of St, Paur% Epiftlcs by rote, and very well 
and readily give their Opinion in any Matter 
of Controverfy. Their Children and their 
Servants were alio trained up fb diligently in 
the right Knowledge of God's Word, that the 
whole Town feemed rather an Univeriity of 
the Learned, than a Town of Cloth*-makiog 
and labouring People : And what is moQ: to 
be commended, they were alfo, for the greater 
Part, faithful Followers of God's Word in their 
Way of Living. '* ■ 

In this Town was Rmlofui Tayhr, Dodlor 

both of Civil and Canon Law i an upright 

Duim,^ who at his firft entering bto his Be- 

I nefik^e^ 
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nefice, did not, as the common iSort of be- 
-i^e^ced Men do, kt out his Benefice to a 
Farmer, to gather up the Profits, and place ao 
ignorant unlearned Pfieft to iervt the Cure ^ 
and if they have but the Fleece, take very lit- 
tle Otre about feeding the Flock, ,But Dr. 
^aylor^ on the contrary, quitted the Arch- 
biflbop of Canterjmryy ^mas Crpfmer^ itt 
vrhofe Houfe he v^as, to inake his. Abode in 
tiadtey^ among the People xx>0)miMod Co bii 
Charge, who yyere not only edify 'd by \m 
l^rearoing, but taught by bi$ Exinjplc vrbil 
tvere the true Virtues of a Chridian Li|e, Hq 
was void of all Pride, humble and medi; «»« 
^hild, jor none vycre fo poor bit they might 
boldly tpake their Cafe kuown to him a$ witQ 
H Father ; but his Lowltntis wa^ f)qt chHtiilh 
or fearful, jfor, v^^hen occd£on required k» 
he would be ftout in rebuking |he $i|iful {tnd 
Evil {>oers, fo that there wa« np o^e^ giMt 
or ib rif:h, but hse would fell him p)«iMy'h^ 
Faults, wi^h fffch earueft^fsd grave R^biwei, 
as becapfie a^ ^^ood Bailor. He v^ l M«i 
void of all Malice andRancQur, f«»dy tdd^ 
good to all Men, forj;iyii^ his Enjemie^ and 
never fougbtt9 doB^il.to^yDn^i 

To the Poor that wjerc blind^ hmp^ %k» 
Bedrid, or ibat had ai^y Chi/dreni be vm «it 
rtlly a Jfatron, but like a veryF««I«t Ut 
cauied his Paijlhionera to nn^ke a g^Ufrat 
Provifion for them* andbehio^^tf (jb^filasiiic 
continual HpM tney found at h^ > ^iw^) 

gave 
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gave Jtn hiniOi Pbrtton yearly to (be £ommon 
4dms Boic. To conclude, he was a right and 
Itedy itiUge ^ Patttot) of d)I thoTe virtuous 
€{uaikac94cfcriby by St. PWb a true BHhop, 
a^ocdSaltoftfacEartfc, favourty fitting the 
i^iufit Mtimers d Evil ^fen, a Light in 
OcmKs Hottft fee opot) a Candleftick for alt 
gaod Mdti' CO imitate and folloMF. 
, :5FbutcoMtkuied this good She^>erd among 
hk Ftocky gcivcf nkig and kading them through 
the Wilderndi of this wicked World, aM the 
Daysof the moft innocent and holy King, of 
UeMd Memciry, Edward VI. But affer it 
jpleaftd God'^^d ^ke that Prince from this 
Vite<idf WBfety 4^ his moft bleflfed Reft, the 
F^ijis^ feeing the Timt come for their wicked 
^ttfpofes^ begin violently to overthrow the 
trat: Define of the Cofpel, and pedecuted 
wk^ S^prbrd and Pire all thc^ who wotAd not 
a^ce to reetive again the Riman Bi(hop asfu- 
pfeme Head of the Univerfal Church, and at- 
Wm' 41 ti>e EitffPii Superftitions; and IdolatHes^ 
thAib^re by God's V^ord w^ df^oved 
and jtiftly condemned. 

In the Beginning of this Ra^e of Antiehf ifl, 
onfF4^^ a kind of a Lawyer, WiA one Jobn 
Ckrkof Hadiey^ vebo had been iiver fecre< Fa^ 
«ooi^sof the Rmyi^ Idolatry, ^efolved to fee 
i^ Popery in Hadky Chu«h, and accordingly 
«r<9Sted an Ak»r in ha^, mhik^ being beaten 
Aivir^ in the Night, aiiathdl^v^s^ built in the 
Fibce^ and a Goaid fet to MFakb it^ 

-- In The 
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V The next Day Fo^^ znA Clerk vrmt for 
the Prieft of jiidkam, and brought him with 
them to Hadley^ propoting. then to execute 
their idolatrous Dcfign : But Dr. Ttf^i^ coming 
to the Churchy and . feeing . the Prieft in hit 
Robes, rtody ta begin Mafs, and Jfurronnded by 
a, Company of armed Men, with Svi^ords 
drawn and Buckfers, ; he was nooYed with an 
holy Zeal, atid vehemently febiiked the Pritft, 
JFor prefuming jp prQpbane.and defile . the 
Church with his abominable Rites. 
' Fojler upon this ft^rted ; up with a forioai 
Countenance, and faid to Dr. Tayldr^ .Tbdu 
Traitor, what has brought thee here; to let 
anddifturb the Queen's Proceedings? To this 
Dr. Taylor replied, I am no Traitor, bot the 
Shepherd whom. C&r^, hath appointed to feed 
his Flock in this Place; wJieretore I have good 
Authority to be here : And then turning again 
to the Prieft, he peremptorily forbad him ta 
poifon his Flock, and commanded him, in 
God*s Name, to go frpm thence,, charging hini 
moreover with ^^ing contrary to the Law^ 
which forbids the faying Mafs at an uncoofe-r 
yrated Altar. 

This put the Prieft in a Doubt, whether be 
bad hot better .leave off, but Jolni Clerk bad 
himnpt.be afraid^ faying. Go on with you0 
Bufinefs, for you have a Sd^er- Altar ; (whichr 
is a Stone of about a Foot long, confecrated 
by the Biftiop, and carried by the Prieft^ t6h 
private Houfes.) .Now. the Prieft upon this Eil- 
(jouragement proceeded,:whilftF(?^^r, and other 

armed 
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Armed Men, violent4y dragged Dr. T^ayhr out 
of the Church. 

In a few Days' after Clerk add Fofier kni 
txi Account of this Matter to London^ to th^ 
Lord Chancellor (then Biftiop of Wincbejier) 
and complained of Dr. "Taylor*. Whereupon 
the Bifhop lent a Letter miffive to Dr. Taylor^ 
cbmmanding him to appear before him upon 
his Allegiance, to anfwer fuch Cc/mplaints as 
were made againft him. 

Dr. Baylor, upon Receipt of tbe Summons, 
prepared for his Journey, though his Friends 
were very earneft with hinv to have fled be- 
yond Sea, to fave his Life ; which they told 
him was now in great Danger, if he went to 
the Bifliop, But he iaid, that^ He thought Ijc 
hadlived too long to fee fuch Days, and re- 
joiced in the Occafion of fufFerihg which was 
oflFered him. ' 

' Whereupon leaving this Cure to ^ir Richard 
Teoman^ 2l godly Prieft (who was afterwards 
burnt for the Truth of the Gofpel at Norwcb) 
he went to the Bi(bop of Winchefier. 

There was alfo in Hadley one Alcock, a very 
godly. Man, well read in the Holy Scriptures, 
Wlio (after Sir Richard Tepman was driven 
away) ufcd daily to read a Chaptc^r, ^nd to fay 
the EnglijhlAxzny in Uadley -Chwich :^ him 
alfo they caft into Newgate^ where after a 
Year's Confinement he died. , 

But to return to DoftorT^y^r; he fct out 
towards London^ attended by a Servant named 

I 3 >'^« 
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^ohn Hull This Servant alfo advifed hinx <Q 
make his Efcape, and not to go to the Biihop. 
offering to attend binni in his Flight, and 
%o undergo any Perils to ferve him. But br^ 
Tdyhr anfwered. That his Council wa^ 
worldly, or camal, and that* he could no^ dc-? 
fert his Flock, whilft it was in fuch Danger; 
Willing him to remember that Cbrifi not 
only fed, but died for his Flock. This, faid he, 
V the Pattern which, by God's Grace, I an^ 
deteroiined to follow: And then fpeaking 
^indly to him, he bad him pray for him; and 
if at any Timc^ he ffiould dbferve him to b$ 
weak, to comfort him, and not to di^ourag^ 
Jiirb in his godly Purpofc. 
• Thus they came up to London. Shortly 
pfter Dr. Ta^ior prefcnted himfelf to the Bi&op 
of J^inchejler ; who no fooner iaw himi, bu| 
]be revileci bim with odious Names, callintr 
i^im Knavtt, Traitor, Heretic, and VillaiiK and 
asking bim if he durftlook bim in the Face^ 
and if he knew who he was? The DoAor^ 
not at all difniayed, either at the Queftion, of 
reproachful Names, anfwcrec}, That he knew 
bint) to be a mortal Man; andi then aske4 
him. How he durftlook a Chriftian in thi^ 
Face, who had fbrfaken the Truth, and vior 
lated his Oath faken to King Hf/irjf and King 
Edward f But this U^nchefier made light o^ 
calling it Herod" fOsLih^ as if it had been n0 
fnore than the rafli Oath, which was made by 
flerodf m the Rbt or Frolick of a ^n(|uet« 

pcing 
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Bcwg Qgah ftru^ly examined, he was t« 
length eondemsed, and cbwfly upon theiir 
throe ?Qi»ts ; ior rc^6ng his Aflsot to the 
nbTiird Oo^lrioe of Trftf)fohAaDti«tioai f<ir «!^ 
firming the Pope to be Amichrift, and Po^- 
p&y to be Anttchri(liai); and for defending 
tbo JMbrriaj^ of Pmfkt. Which la^ Artidc 
he lefiriMdJy maintained from t)]« Writings 
of St. Cypriati, St. ^ftin, St. Cbiyfi/tuffk, St. 
^dmhofit &C. Whereto he #a» ifivefted of 
Holy Ord«r| by Eilftiop Botwtr, who ciniiff to 
bioi for that Piii^ofe (0 the C^itntery wh«re 
he was Prilbner. And when hti wa» going to 
dtve h^ a Stroke 00 th^ Brcaft with m Qt^ 
ler Staff, the Bifhop's Chtplain f^ld, My 
I«rd; ftrike hi(d not, for he wiH fiirtly ftrike 
^\n: Yea, by St, Ptup, wtH I. (aid Vf. 
*faylor; the Caofe is Cbrift'a, and I wetd no 
good C^rlftian if I wo^kt not fight in my 
Mafbr'» Q^arreK ^ the Bt(h^ laid his Carte 
Bpon hifn» bat ftnick hiso not. 

The Night after he waa degrrickdi ht« Wife 
•nd Son taxneto hii^, and we«e, by the Gen- 
^nefs of the Keepere^ permit^d to fup with 
htos; for this Difference waealvv^y* found 
betvrten the Koepers of the Bifljop's Prifws, 
W^ the Queen's ; that the BilShQ$»'» w^re crnel 
tnd tyrasAoiis, likd their M^^sf'l r but the 
(Mheta wiBfe f^nikt and' wdold fhffw what Fa- 
voor they coftid. 

After Supper, walking u^ aoH 4owp, the 

Do^r |^?e Thank:* lO God for bisQtacc, 

thlt bad ib called him, and given him Strength 

I 4 to 
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to aWde by his HoJy Word: Theh turning 
to -his Son, Ihmas^ My dear Son, faid he. 
Almighty God bkfB thee, and give thee his 
M<^ Spirit, to be a u-ue Servant w Chrift, to 
leaf h his Wc^d, and c6h{^antly to AsAid by hie 
Troth t\\ thy Life Ibng. And, rby Son, fee 
ihat thou fear God always. Fly iWa\ all Sin, 
and wicked Living: Be virtuous, fo^God 
witli daily » Prayer, and apply thyfelf to iby 
Book. See thou art obedient to thy Mbther, 
love her and ferve her: Be ruled by her now 
in thy Youth, and fottow her good Coonfel m 
%\\ things. iBew^re of the leV^ Company of 
^oung • Men who fear not the Lord. Fly 
from Whoredom, and bate all filthy Livings 
remembering that I, thy Father, dib in the 
• Defence of Holy Marriage. - Whea God (hall 
blcfs thee, love and chtrifli the Pdor, and 
count thy chief Riches is to be rich in Alms. 
Wheii thy Mother grows old, forfake her not^ 
but provide for her to thy Power, and fee that 
ihe lack nothing. So will God bl^ thee and 
give thee long Life upon Earth and Profpcrity. 

Then turning to his Wife, My dear Wife, 
faid he, continue ftedfaft in the Fear and Love 
oi God} keep yo^ffelf undefiled by Pofafti 
Idolatries and SupcrftitionS. I have bcied unto 
you a Faithful ftfkfr-fellow, and !R> have you 
unto me, for which I pray God to reward you, 
and' doubt you not, dear Wife, but God 
will reward you. 

Now the Time is come,- that I , (ball be 

taken 
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taken from you, and you difcharged of the 
Wedlock Bond towards me: Therefore I 
will give you my Counfcl, what I think moft 
expedient for you. You are yet a Child- 
bearing Woman, and therefore it will be moft 
convenient for you to marry ; for doubtlefs 
you oin never be at a proper Stay for yourfelf 
and our poor Children, nor out of Trouble, 
till you are married ^ therefore as foon as God 
will provide it, marry with fome honeft &ith- 
fiil Man, who fcareth God. Doubt you not,' 
God will provide an honeft Husband for you, 
and be will be a merciful Father to you, and 
to my ChiWren ; whom I pray you bring up 
in the Fear 01 God, and in Learning, to the 
iitmoft of your Power, and keep them frotn 
'Bjmijh Idola^try. When he had thus faid, 
they with weeping prayed together, and kiflfed 
one anothei' ; then he gave to his Wife a Book 
of the diurch-Servicc, fct out by King JSi/- 
ward^ which, in the Time of his Imprifon- 
rnent^ he daily ufed« And unto his Son 
VCbotnat be- gave a Latin Book, containing 
the notaUe Sayings of the old Martyrs, 
gathered out of Ecckfiafiica Kifkria \ and at 
the End of that Book he wrote his Laft Will 
and Teftftment; wherein he did not forget his 
ParifltHoners^ but- teftified his great; l^oye and 
Care for them, by leaving them found Advice 
and good Wi(hes, and praying for them, that 
they might remain ftedfaft in the Faith i ex- 
horting them for God's Sake to bewar? e^ Po- 
pery ^ 
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pcry, and not to be dqceived by the Appear* 
apce of Unity, whidj \t fcwncd tq carry with 
it$ for it was an Unity, not in Sabftance, 
but in Shew onlyj an Unity in Vanity,^ 
and not in Verity. 

The ,ncxt Mornipg by two of the Clogk,^ 
the Sheriff of Londm^ with his OfBcer% canae 
to the Counter^ without any Light,, for it ^ was 
in Febrt^arj^ and quite dark at that yearly Hour,. 
and led him along to the Woolfmck^ an Inn 
without JJdgat€. t>t. Taylors Wife having 
iome Sufpidon that her Husband would be 
carried .away that Night, watched the whole. 
Night in the Porch of Su.Botoipb's Church 
befide Aldgate^ having with her two Children^ 
one named EHzahetb of about 13 Years of 
Age, who being left without Father or Mo- 
ther, Dr. Baylor had brought up out of Cha^ 
rity from three Yejurs old } the other naixied 
Mary^ the Do£lor*s own Dai^hter, 

. Now, when the Shq-ifF and his Men Cftfne 
againft St. Botplpb' ^ Chwch, Elisabeth cried 
out, faying, O my dear Father! Mother! 
Mother! here is my Father led ft way. Tl^n 
faid his Wife, H^and! Rowland I where art| 
£br it was a very dark Morning, and they could 
not fee one ancAbcn Dr. Taylor anfwere^, Deaf 
Wife, I am here, and ftopt. The Sheriffe Men 
would Have led hira on ; but the Sheriff f^id^r , 
St^y a little. Mailers y I pray you, kt hina fpeai; 
to his Wife, and fo ttey ftay'd. 

Ti^n jpacpie ihe to ^iii^ and he took htl 
, ' Dawghtcr 
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Datfgbter Mary in hU Arms, and be, hi^ife^ 
and Elizakth all kneeled do^^n and iaid' tbo 
t#ord8. Prayer. At which Sight the Sheriff 
wept apace, and fo^Kd tJivcrs othcfa of ihet 
Company. After thiey bad prayed, he wfe 
up and kiiled bis Wife, and (hook her by thft 
Hand, and fald, Farewel, my dear Wife, be 
of good Comfort, for I am quiet in my 0)n* 
icience. God will raife up a Father for mf 
Children I and then he kided his Daughter 
Mary affd faid, Gfod Ht[% thee, and make 
thee his Servant: And Inffifig Elizabeth be 
tftid, God bleTs thee^ I pay ye all ibnd ftrong 
and ftedfaft unto Chrift and bis Word, and 
keep you from Idolatry. Then iaid his Wife^ 
God be with thee, d^x R&wlandi I will, with 
Cod's Grace, n^et thee at hadiey. 

The Sheriff of Lmdon carried lAm to the 
Vei^e of the County, and delivered him tb 
the Sheriff of EjJ^x^ who becauie the People 
pr^EMl to fee and pky him, clapt a cbfe Hdod 
over his Head. When he came vnthin two 
Miles o{ Hadley he was asked how he dk) i 
To which fae anfwered^ tbat^ God beprsifed^^ 
be was never better in all his Life, (kice now be 
was almoft at Hoaie, and wilt^n a very Iktie 
f^f his Father's Houfe. He then enquired ot 
the Sheriff, if he (hould not pi& through 
fiddley^ Ai^d the Sheriff (elfinghim, that be 
^ul4 be gave Praife and Thanks to God,. 
^bat be fhould fee bis Flock before he diedi. 
faijUing Ood tQ vyitnefs liis l^oy^ to thep, and 

jippcaling 
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appealing to God for the Truth of the Doc- 
triol^ which he had taught them^ and praying 
riiat he would blcfi them, and keep them fted- 
faft in his Word and Truth. 

As he paffed over Hadkjf •Bridge^ a poof 
Man, having five fmall Children with him, 
fell on his Knees, and calling him dear Father^ 
and good Shepherd, prayed God to help and 
foccour him, as many a Time, fiiid he, thou 
hafft relieved me and my poor Children. 

'At Hadtey a Multitude of People waited 
to fee him on both Sides of the Way; who, 
whfen lie came, wept bitterly, and cried one to 
another. That their good Shepherd was going*. 
to be taken from them : He told them he 
had taught them God's Word, and the Truth, 
and that he was then going to feat his Doc- 
trine with his Blood. When he came to the 
Alnis-Hbufes, he called out the Poor by their 
Names, and^gave each of them Money. 

At Aldham Common, the Place appointed 
for his Mirtvrdom, he feemed as a Traveller 
at the End oi his Journey, and thanked God, 
that he was even at Home; and fo lighted from 
his Horfe, and with both his Hands rent the 
Hood from his Head. T^e People obferving, 
when he was uncovered}^ that his Hair was 
knotted attd dipt, a^if it was defigncd to cx- 
pofe him to Derifion ; and being moved at his 
venerable Afpedt, and his long white Beard, 
wept again bitterly, crying, God favc thee, 

, good 
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good Dr, Baylor 5 JefuLCbrift ftrcrigthctt tbccj 
vrith many luch charitable Wi^fhes. 

Being chained to the Stake^ ^d .tl 
let on Fire, a^ Man, whofe Name> 
wick^ cad a Fs^ot at^ him» which i 
on the Head and Face, andixiade 
fpia: Having ieen from whom il 
looked at him m^kly » and fsiid, A\ 
I have Hurt enoqgh, what nebd 
of this? Injoicdiately afterwards, a 
cd in Englijh^ in the Words of .the Pfalm 
Miferere^ Sir John Shelton ftruck him over the 
Mouth, calling him Knavi^, and bidding him 
fpeak in Latiriy or he would make him« . 

Thg Fire now raging, he prayed fervently^ 
and (aid, with his Hands lifted up, mofi. 
merciful Father oj Heaven^ for Je/us Chriji 
bis Sake receive my Sml into thy Hands. Then 
^landing ftill > in the Fire without moving^ 
and feeming to fuficr no Paiui one Joyce ^ witb 
a Halbert, beat out his Brains, and his d«fid 
Body fell into the Fire, where it was foon con- 
fumed to A(hcs. ^ . - : . 
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%<yf^mA bis Biftio^uck mBoafteiaod wiit&CHtt 
Mol^itiob. Bi)t :4)at. great MM)Jb^m§ia£- 
terwitfd^ bebeaded^ tba 0i0idp liocatm ex^ 
|x>fed DO oian^ Tumbles, aiul Encte&vfiHici 
Wreuied to invole birp la a Pmmumre: IJtf 
dw ^ Coisrie of wbkib Tx^an^iJiions, rk |l 
pai^ticuiarly r^markahle^ thatonotifidhe Aitij- 
^s^ibit^ agaioft 1^^ ma, tbat be £al- 
vowcdand c(HiaCinaiKxd tke^Bi^Ktl^ 
fiMT wbich, witb fiipdry Marter3 i[e}|iduig to tbe 
MamLgernent of bis BUhoprick, ht wqib oaft 
mo Pfifon, tbrough a ifeacherotis CqmbiiiflVP 
tioa of bis own Officers^ to pne nf wbon^ 
named ^^^^^ Confiat^im^ be l^d given x)ne 
ol tbo bcsft Pkoes ia his Diocefe: $qi t^ 
wbea C^een M^rf came to ^ JCrowfi, ba 
waa ibuiad in Prifoo, as a Dd^or totbe Cmrm^ 
and cbarged-witb having tnourred a Prminhif 
iioagb k v^^aa imU knowo that ^^ PcoodGi 
agaiaft him was vexatious and. af^fl;. 
- His Condition was ^ot nn^Klad optftn tfai 
Quein's Acceffion, for there was .a blocsljr 
Article added to the Charge of bis being in 
O^bt to the Crown, which was already givcrr 
in againft Ijjiiiii wbtjrcbjr, ipfteadof being as 
before, a Favourer ot Popery, be was now 
cbar^«an4)eretical Sppawift fpomPpflery, 
and'a Reb^l to the Papat'PoAVer. * 

Upon the 4th of February i^^r, be was 
brought, aaipng others, before Qn Gardirifr^ 
Bi(bop of ff^b^r aiid l^d ChanCeJb^ 
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mocldivera otber €k>mmiffioders afpoiQtvd to 
mmmiw him. The chnf Aitkies frihsdged 
Agiiuft him were, his being ia(faA>ted to the 
Crown ; bis having abjured Henefy and m* 
llfifedi Us having defiraaded tbft (^een of 
dwers Sums ofMoaejr; hit faavii^ vbkiMl 
bis Vow» or Profeflion ofCbftftity) by en- 
lering into the State of Martiagec Qf aft which 
))e dkacad hinifcif with gctit %>irit and Dif- 
cnHion ; diiownipg that he ever had cn^iged 
iq %h» Vpwti£ Celibaqr, or had ever renoun* 
q^ dip Fajiih, or con&iicd hitnfelf an Mere^ 
|9^j ^and iflfifting that the Lord Treatoer 
would purge him with refped to the pretended 
PabtjfindJFiJauas. 

fAft^ mmy Qjueftions and Anfwers, the 
Wi^0l^of Wintbefter demanded, Wh^hcr he 
#Qfi|d ©(wrforna? To wiaom Dr. Fatrar t^ 
p)iisd, I t^ne fiiMde an Oath to Cod, and to 
m% nm^\ VIIL and to King EdmtirdVl. 
^nd in thai to the Queen*^ lVfa|efty, which I 
oo. never \^^ wfatk I live, bm will saiher 
dip: ^ t); Aftfar fome noore Difoourfe tbo 
Biihop of ^%nch^ cfaHcd him a froward; 
J^i^yo, a|id &id i4 wbul^ be Ihort with hkn, 
^^d^ti^l ht flMiiU: know m a Week's ^tti*; 
Farrar told the Bidiop, iie ^m^ at his OiU^ 
Ida ci^i^d iipt faieak his 0^> wfaMi hi% 
l^r4^pi himietf had ttften liefove him, dnd 
ga^f^Ho^hGKbnipfotcydotbertke^ wbkk' 
conBrmed h^ lOonfctenmj^ ib tlm he co^ld 
iieiir break it. He was then fent back to 

Prifon. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



\ 



^28 ?3&^ H I S TOR Y 0/ 

JRriibo, where be continued till the 4th of 
Jhehruary^ aod. was then Tent down into 
WalfSj there to receive bis Se.ntence of Con-* 
denination. 

Upon the 26th of February Dr. Farrar 
was brought into Carmarthen Church, by 
Griffin Leyton^ Efq. Sheriff of the County, 
and there perfonally prefented before Henry 
Morgan^ then Bi(hopof St. Davids in his 
Room, and George Conjiantine the Public 
Nptary ; and the faid Bilhbp did there dis- 
charge the Sheriff of his Prifoner, and com- 
mitted him to the Keeping of one Owen 
Jones. 

Then Bi(hop Morgan declared to Dr. 
Farrar^ the great Mercy and Clemency that 
the King and Queen's Highneffes were pleafed 
to offer him, that is, that if he would fubmit 
himfelf to the Laws of the Realm, and con-^' 
form himfelf to the Unity of the Univerfal 
Catholic Church, he (hould be received and 
pardoned. But Dr. Farrar giving no An- 
fwer to the Premi&s, the Bi(hop proceeded W 
put the two following Queflionstohim : 

Firfi^ Whether he believed the Marriage 
of Priefts, to be warrantaUe by die Laws of 
God^ and Holy Churph. 

Secondly^ Whether he believed, that in the 
Sacrament of the Altar, the Subftance <A 
Biead and Wine was verily and reaHy changed 
intd the Body and ^xxA of Chrift ? 

But 
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But the Biftiop, excepting againft tlie Com- 
J>ctency of the Judge, made no Anfwcr. 

Within a few DayS after, he wa6 brought 
before them again • but now likcSwife, id be- 
fore, he refufed to anfwer: Whereupon thfc 
pretencfed Biihop proiioiinced hiin coiltuina* 
cious ; and declared (as is the Pradice in fuch 
Cafes) that his Silence, or Refufal to plead, 
£bould be taken as a Confeflion of the Charge^ 

Thi.% as itreafdnably might, changed the 
Refolution of the Bifiiop ) for now perceiving, 
that if he perfi^ed any longer to except againft 
the Competency of the Judge, he &oujd 
lofe all Opportunity of defending himfclf, arfti 
become a Sacrifice to their Violence, Without 
ib much as being heard: He declared himfelf 
ready to acknowledge the JurifdidHon of thfe 
Court, and to anfwer to the objedled Articles^ 
provided he might have a Copy df the Charge, 
and Time allowed him to deliberate u|ton it^ 
Which being granted, be appeared again, 
and delivered his Anfwer in Writing. 

It would, without doubt, have beeri the 
wifeftand moft ex{«dient Courfe, the Bifhop 
could take to fubipit to the Uftirp'd Power ot 
the Court, if be had to do with any but the 
bloodieft of Perfecutorst But as the Cafe 
flood, it mattered juft thrfeme whether he 
fttbmitted or not ; or whether he give in aa 
Anfwer or not, for Morgan, without any 
Confideration had of hb Anfwa:, and inifccad 
of a Reply, offered him the following Articles, 
requiring his Affent to tbem. 

K • i.That 
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I. That being a Pricft, he (bould rcnoancc 
his Marriage. 

IL That he ftiould allow the Corporal Pre- 
fence, under the Forms of Bread and Wine, 
in the Sacrament. 

III. That General Councils, lawfully con- 
gregated, never did or can err. 

€V. That the Mafs is a propitiatory Sacra- 
ficc for the Quick and the Dead. 

V. That Men are not to be juftified before 
God by Faith only, but that Hope and Cha- 
rity are neceffarily required to Juftification, 

VI. That the Catholic Church, which hath 
only Authority to expound Scripture, to dc- ^ 
fine Controverfies of Religion, and ordaip 
Things appertaining to Public DifcipUne, is 
vifible and like unto a City fet upon a Moun- 
tain, for all Men to underftand. 

To thefe Articles thus objcdled to him, be 
refufed to fubfcribe, affirming that they were 
invented and excogitated by Man, and apper- 
tain nothing to the Catholic Faith. After this 
the 6i(hop above named delivered to him a 
Copy of the Articles, and gave him till the 
Monday ioWov^mg to anfwer and fubfcribe the 
fame, either in the Affirmative or Negative. 

Upon the Day appointed, viz. Monday, 
March the i ith, he appeared again bcibre the 
Biftiop and the aforefaid Notary George Con^ 
Hantine^ and exhibited, in a written Paper, 
bis Mind, and Anfwer to.the forefeid Articles; 
which the Biffiop had twice objected to 

him 
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him before ; and now he was ordered to afx* 
pear the next Wednefday to hear his final and 
definitive Sentence. At which Time Biftiop 
Morgan asked him, whether he would rcr 
nounce and recant his Herefies, Schifms and 
Errors^ as he called them; and if he woul4 
fubfcribe to the Catholic Articles, otberwifp 
than he had done before ? Whereupon^hc 
good Bifliop Earrar produced a certain Sche- 
dule written in EngUJh^ appealing from Biihop 
Morgan as an incompetent Judge, to Cardinal 
Pool. 

Nptwithftanding which the" faid Morgan^ 
in his Rage, pronounced the definitive Sentend? 
againft him, as an Heretic Excommunicate, 
and to be given up forthwith tp the Secular 
Power, namely to the Sheriff of Carmartbm^ 
to be burnt at the Crofs in that Town, which 
was accordingly put in Execution, on the 30th 
of March 1555. 

It is very remarkable, that a little before his 
Martyrdom, when one Mr. Richard Joneis^ z 
Knight's Son, who came to vifit him, told him, 
that he lamented he was to fufier that hariH 
and painful Kind of Death, he refolutely 
anfwefed. That if he fhould fee him once Air 
in the Fire, he ftiould then give no Credit to 
his Dodtrine. 

Whether he faid this, becauie he felt, or 
was fenfible of the Firmnefs and Refolution of 
his own Nature, or whether from feme Fore- 
knowledge, fuch as has been often revealed to 
K 2 the 
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'the' Children of God; is not to be determined" : 
But this is manifeft, that he was juftified in 
bis Saying by afpecial Grace, for he never once 
moved when the Fire was moft violent ; bot 
held up both Hands till they were burnt to 
the Stumps, and (6 continued till one Richard 
Gravell ftriking him on the Head with a 
Stafr", he fell down, and was totally confumed. 



Tlie HISTORY of 

WILLIAM HUNTSk:. 

WILLIAM HUNTERw^shom 
of godly Parents, in the County oi Ef- 
fex\ by them inftrudted in the true Religion, 
and put Apprentice to one Thomas' Taylory^ 
Weaver in Coleman-Slreety London. 

In the firft Year of Queen Mary^ being 
then nineteen Years of Age, he was com- 
manded by the Parifli Prieft, to receive the 
Commonion at Mafs the next Eajler^ which 
he rcfufing to do, he was threatened to be 
brought ' before the Bi(hop ; whereupon his 
Mafter being unwilling to let him ftay in his 
Houfe, for fear of Trouble, fent him to his 
Father, at Brentwood in EJfex. 

After he had been five or fix Weeks here, 
happening to go into the Chapel at Brentwood, 
knd finding a Bible lying upon the Desk, he 

opened 
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opened it atid read in it. This being obfervfed 
by one Jtwellj a Somner, he began tadilpurc 
With William on th^ Unlawfulnels of reading 
the Scriptures j but not finding himfclf p.bte 
to maintain his Argument, he flew out of the 
Chapel in a Fury, and, faid^ though he was 
not able to reafon with him, he would foon 
fetch one that was his Match, So lea.ving 
William Hunter reading in the Bible, he ftrait- 
ways went to Thomas Woody then Vicar of 
Southwell^ whom he found at an Ale-houfe 
bver-againft the Chapel Door, and brought 
him over to him, who as foon as he faw Hun-- 
ter reading, as the other had told him, he 
cryed out, Sirrah! who gave you: leave Tto 
read in the Bible, and expound it ? To which 
the young Man arifwered, that he did not 
take upon him to expound the Bible, bat 
only read it for his Comfort. The Prieft 
then reproved him for meddling with it atall, 
faying, that it did*not become him, nor any 
fuchashe was, to be fearching after that kind 
of Knowledge. But William^ whp judged 
quite otherwife of this Matter, would by no 
Means ftand correftcd, as if he had don© 
wrong; and there/ore boldly withftood hia 
Reproof, declaring to him. That he would 
read the Scriptures as long as he lived. And 
farther told him, That it did not become him 
to difcourage any M-in from doing ij; ^ut 
that he was rather obliged in Duty and C^o^ 
iewoce to exhort Men to be diligent in feeklng 
K ^3 the 
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the Word of God. The Pricft replycd. That 
truly it well became him to pretend to teach 
hifti his Duty ; and that he perceived he was 
fltfi ttefetie. Bat ^/7//j;w feid, that fpeaking 
the Truth was no Mark of Hercfy. 

Ah ! faid the ^ieft, it is no good Time, 
when fuch as thou art (halt take upon thee to 
tftich us what is Truth. Thou haft been 
ftrfddfing, Father Atwell teMs mc, with the 
Sixth of St. Jobtty m which Chapter Cbrift 
himfelf faith, Exceft ye eat my Blejh^ ard drink 
fftj Bloodi ye have no Life in you. What 
iayeft thou to the Sacrament of the Altar ? 
Believeft thou not in it ? and that the Bread 
and Wine is tranfubftantiated into the very 
Body and Blood of CArj/? ? Thou toayeft learn 
this plainly from the Sixth Chapter of St. 
^ohn. 

William anf*vered, I learn no fuch Thing 
in the Chapter you fpeak of. You under- 
ftand Chrift's Words much like the carnal 
CapernaiteSy who thought that Ghrift would 
hkvt given them his Flefli to feed upon : 
which Opinion our Saviour Cbrift correlfted, 
when hfe faid, The Words which I /peak unto 
you are Spirit and Life. 

Now, quoth the Vicar, I have found you 
6ut : Now I fee that thou art an Her^c in* 
deed, and that thou doft not bdieve in the 
Sicratxlent of thef Altar ; and many more 
Words pafled between them, tiU the Vicat 

tkrettaed 
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threatned to complain of him. And fo they 
parted for that Time. 

William Hunter went home, and taking 
Leave of his Father, went away on Accbcint 
of the Vicar's threatening. 

Soon after. Wood the Vkar went to oac 
Mr. Brown^ a Juftioj of the Peace, and told 
him what Communication he bad had with 
WiiUum Hunter ; Whereopon (be Jaftice fent 
fbr WiUmnis Father, commanding him to pro- 
dkice his Son forthwicfa, or be (hould have no 
Heft A Brentwood y and oflfered him a Crow^ for 
ills Troabk to go and feaich for bim^ wbkb * 
the poor Man refu&d, idDtorrkig d)c uniiatu*- 
ral Hire. 

He went, however, under great Stn-row lo 
lit for him, whom Witiiam l&rA deicrying, 
lie faid, ht foppofed he, caohe in fearcfa of 
^tn \ and fSx Father coafefibd it, fam w^t 
ferdy, and £ud be would return, and &y that 
be could ncft find him : The Youth fetd. No, 
bot foe would fO witb ll«a, and ftve him 
harmlefs. 

¥^cn he was rettwwetd to Brmt^m^d^ Mr, 
Bfmxm not doubting bat that be vTas able to 
.txmfsce him, bdgan aOi^Mite with him 1 aad 
ofiter fame 0)ntR»ver(y^ told hksi^ ifipt w the 
xxild of ^ Lmke, Ohtiit bad ocprefiy called 
the Bread bis Body, by taking Bmd, atul 
&yitig, lUi h my Body iMtiispveBft^ yw j 
and tberelbre if be demcdCbrift 40 he ho^ly 
It 4 i« 
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fn ihe Sacrament, he went about to make 
Chtift a Liar. 

The Youth, who had no need to clear him-r 
felf from fo harfli and unchriftian a Confc-p 
quence, yet meekly made Anfwer, that h^ 
had no fuch Meaning ; but faid/ he earncftly 
dcfired to know the Mind of Chrift. He 
^id^ that the Words in the fame Verfe fliew^ 
ed, that the Ordinance was commemorative, 
^bh do In Remembrance of me. That the 
Words, His is my Body^ were fpoken in Fi- 
gure ^ that Chrift does call the Bread his 
Body, as he doth aUb iay, that be is a Vin^^ 
4ind a Door, yet is not bis Body turned intQ 
Bread, any more than h^ is cluinged into a 
'Vine dr a Doon 

Mr. Brown, out of all Patience to find the 
yotmg Man fo well able to defend hinoh 
felf, called him Villain, and faid he would 
fend him the next Day to the Biihopr of 
London; accordingly he wrote a Letter, and 
J fent it by the Conftable, who carrfed- the Pri- 
foner to the Bifhop. 

When he came there, the Bifhop having 
read the Letter, and William being brought 
before him : I underftand, laid he, by Mr, 
Brown's Letter, that you have had a Gom- 
munication with a Vicar in the Country. about 
the blefEsd Sacrament of the Altar, and that 
ye could not agree, whereupon Mr. Brown 
fent for thee to bring thee to the Catholic 
f aith^ from which he iaith thou art gone ^ 
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however, if thou wilt be ruled by me; thou 
(halt come to no Harm for any Thing thou 
haft faid or done in this Matter. 

fFilliam 2in(vi€rcd^ I am not fallen, my 
Lord, from the Catholic Faith of Chrift, 
1 am furc, but do believe it, and confefs it 
with all my Heart. 

Why, faid the Biftiop, what fay'ft thou to 
the bleffed Sacrament of the Altar ? Wilt thou 
liecant what thou faid'ft before Mr. Brown^k 
that ehrift's Body is not in the Sacrament of 
the Altar, the. fame that was bom of the Vir-- 
gin Mary ? ' 

I find, my Lord, anfwered William ^ that 
' Mr. Brown hath certified to your Lordfliip 
the Difcourfe we had together, afid thereby, 
you know what I faid to him, which, by 
God's Grace, I will not recant. 

Then, faid the Bi(hop, I fuppofe you arc* 
affiamed to bear ^Faggot, and recant openly 5 
but if thou wilt recant thy Sayings, I pro- 
mife thee thou (halt not be put to c^a* 
Shame : But fpeak the Word now between 
me and thee, and it fliall go no farther, but 
tbou fhalt go home again without any Hurt. 
My Lord, znfwercd fFilliam^ if you will 
let me alone, and leave me to my own Con- 
fcience, I will go to my Father, and dwell 
with bim, or elfe with my Matter again, and 
4f no Body will diiquiet and trouble my Con- 
iciencc, I will keep it to myfelf, 

J am 
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I am content, replied the Bi£bop, fo that 
thou Wilt go to Church, and receive, and be 
confeflcd. No, faid William, that will I not 
do for all the Goods in the World. 

Then, faid the Bi(hop, if thou wilt not, I 
yriil make thee faft enough. You can do, 
anfwercd the other, no more than God will 
permit. • 

And you will indeed by no means recant ? 
faW the Biftiop : Never, faid the other, God 
vrilling, as long as I live : And fo their Dif^ 
courie ended at this Time ; and the Bi^j^ 
ordered his Men to put William in the Stocks 
in bis Gate-houie, and there he fat two Days, 
and two Nights, with only a Cmft of forobsn 
Bread and a Cup of Water. 

After two Days the BiOiop came to him, 
and finding the Cruft of Bread, and the Cup 
of Water ft ill lying by him on, the Stocks, he 
bade his Men take bim out, and carry hjbn 
down to Bfeakfaft with them; whereupon 
they releafed liinl from the Stocks, but they 
would not fuffer him to eat with them, cal- 
ling him Heretic. To which William re^ 
plied, that he was as unwilling to be in their 
Company, as they were to be in his. 
. After Breakfaft the BiQiop fent for him, 
tnd asked ^im, if he would recant or na 
William replied that he never would recant that 
which he had confeiTed before Men, as con« 
cerning his F^ith in Chrift. Upon which the 
Bi&op told him he was 00 Chriftian, but 

denied 
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denied the Faith in which he wJi« twiptizod. 
He anfwcred, that he Wat baptised in th« 
F^tthof the Holy Trinity, whkh be woold 
not go from^ God afiifting him with his 
Grace* 

Then the Bi(hop fertt hitn to the Coftvi<a- 
Prifon, coramanding the Keeper to load hiai 
with Irons The Biihop aifo asked how old 
he was. He atifwered Niaeteen, Well, feid 
tht Biftiop, you will be burnt before you are 
Twenty, if you do not think better than you 
have done. Wiliiam replied, God ftrengthen 
nae with his Truth. Ahd fo they parted. 

WiUiam was fent to Prifon, and the Bi(bop 
allowed him but one Halfpenny a Day for his 
Maiiitenanitt 5 where he continued three Quar- 
ters of a Year 5 during which Space he was 
federal Timeis examin«l, and at kft Sentence 
^ Death was pronounced again^ him. At 
which Time, and even after Sentence, "the 
BiQ»ip Called to him, and fitid^ if he would 
recant, he would give him Fmty^ Pounds to 
fet up ^is Trade j « he would pkce him ift 
an Office, or make hiw rbe Sttward of hi» 
HouilioW % tfeliiiig hii*H that be had Wk, and 
that he liked him. The yoking Man ^nfwer- 
cd, that ht thanked bis Ii.ord<hip for bis gt^t 
Offttis J but As to the Condition on which ibey 
wenedladc, nanaeiy, his rc^aftiing, hecouM 
not fl^ree to it, tiJl he was firft perfaaded from 
thfc Wwd of Gxk6^ that he wis in an Error t 
Pwj Ikid Jfc, I 6antiat %fktn frc«ti God npon 

the 
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the Hopes of worldly Advantage ; for I count 
all^ings but Drofsfor theLoveofChrtfi. 

His Father and Mother coming to him af- 
ter his Condemnation, they defired heartily of 
God, that he might continue to the End ia 
that good Way in which he had begun ; and 
b^s Mother faid to him, that ihe was glad that 
ever (he was fo happy as to bear fuch a Child, 
who CQuId be thus willing to lofe his Life for 
the Sake of Chrift. He told her, That for 
the little Pain which he fliould then fufFer, 
which could not lad but a Moment, he was 
promifed a Crown of Glory, and asked her if 
(he might not be glad of it ? His Mother faid, 
yea ; that (he thought him well beftowed, and 
prayed God to ftrengthcn him to the End'. 

He went xhear fully to the Place of Execu- 
tion, which was near his Father's Houfe, 
where the Sheriff told him that there was a 
Letter from the Queen, and if he recanted, he 
might live ; but it was far from his Heart to 
defire to live upon fuch Terms, the Ofier 
qi which rather ftill confirmed him the more 
in his Refolution to fuffer. 
; .When he was faftened to the Stake, he de-. 
fired the People to pray for him, as long as 
ihey faw any Life in him > faying that he 
wx)uld likewife pray for them. Upon which 
Mr, Brown, fiercer than the Evening Wohes^ 
fdid to hinj, Pray for thee ! I would no more 
pray for thee, than I would for a Dog. Ta 
yihom the young Man anfwered^ Mr. Brqwn^ 

now 
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now you have that which you fought for, I 
pray God it be not laid to your Charge at the 
laft Day ; howbeit I forgive you. Then faid 
Mr. Brtmn^ I ask no Forgivencfs of thee; 
But the Youth faid, that if God forgave him 
notj he would require his Blood at his Hands. 

Then faid William^ Son of God ihine upon 
me, and immediately the Sun in the Firma^ 
ment (hone out of a dark Cloud fo full in his 
Face, that he was conftrained to look another 
Way 5 whereat the People feemed amazed, 
becaufe it was fo dark but juft before. Then 
thp young Man took up a Faggot of Broom, 
and embraced it in his Arms. 

Upon this came a Prieft, and offered a Po- 
pi(h Book to Robert Hunter^ a Brother of the 
Martyr, tha| he might prefent it to Williant^ 
but the Brother refuied to meddle with it. 
William^ when he faw it, faid. Away, thou 
falfe Prophet ; beware of him, good People, 
and come away from their Abominations, 
left you partake of their Plagues. 

This fo angered the Prieft, that he faid. 
Look, as thou burneft now, fo (halt thou burn 
in Hell. To which the young Man anfwer- 
ed, in the Zeal of his Spirit, and Firmncfs of 
Truth, Thou lieft, thou falfe Prophet, away, 
thou faHe Prophet, away! 

Then a Gentleman ftanding by, faid, I pray 
God to have Mercy on his Soul. To which 
the People moftly with up lifted Hands, join'd 
Ameriy Amen. 

His 
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His Brother bade him call to Mind the 
Holy Paffi in of Chrift, md not to be afraid c^ 
Death. To which he anfwcred^ I am not 
afraid. He then faid, Lordy Lordy receive my 
Spirit ; and immediately s^fterwards cafting 
his Head into the Soioak, refigned his blefled 
Soul into the Hands of God, dying for Ciri^ 
at an Age, when Innocence, |^ an happy 
Inexperience of many Sins, qualified himj 
through the Merits of our Saviour Cbrifi^ to be 
a grateful Sacrifice^ 

This was on the 2oth of March 1555. 



The HISTORY of 

THOMAS I'OMKINS. 

THOMAS rOMKIlSlS V92S ^ 
Weaver by Trade, and lived in Shore- 
ditcb^ in the Diocefe of London 5 a Man of 
a pious and honeft Convcrfation j and of fuch 
a charitable Difpofition, that when any of his 
Neighbours were under Neceffity, if he thought 
them to be honeft^ he would not only lend 
them Money, and take no Intereft for it, but 
when the Time of Payment came, if he 
thought their Circumftances were not bettered, 
be would pray them to keep it a longer Time. 
This Mr. Fox was told by more than half a 
Dozen difcreet fubftantial Men who well knew 

lum. 
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bim. By whom he was alfo made acquaint- 
ed with his ill U(age from the c^uel Bofmer^ 
Bifliop of London^ by whom he was kept ki 
Prifon near a Year and a half, {ometimes at 
bis ^Houfe at Fulbam, where he was often 
examined about his Religion^ and becau& be 
did not agree in Opinion with the Bitbop, 
about the Sacrament of the Altar, nor would 
be perfuaded to recant, the Bishop bimfelf 
beat him fo feverely about the Face, that it 
caufed it to fwell ; then he tore oflf Part of his 
Beard, and forced him to have the reft fbavtd 
off. ^ ^ 

Tomkins being a Prifqner with the Bi(hop 
at Fulbam^ in the Month of July, he fet 
him with others to make Hay, and feeing him 
labour well, the Bifhop fitting down, faid. 
Well, I like thee now, for thou laboureft well s 
and I truft thou wilt be a good Catholic. My 
Lord, faid he, St. Paul faith, jK? that doth mt 
labour^ is not, worthy to eat. Bonner cryed. 
Ah ! St. Paul is a great Man with thee, and 
fell into a Rage with him ; but the fiery 
Biftiop's Rage was not greater than the other's 
Coaftancy, for he could by no Means be nooved 
from the Confefljon of his Faith. The Bifhop, 
finding noPerfuafions could prevail upon him, 
devifcd another Practice to try his Conftancy, 
not more ftrange than cruel He took him by 
theFingers, and held hisHand diredly over tli 
Flame of a Wax Candle, that was burning on 
the Table before him. 

Tomkins 
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Tomkims thinking that he was there pre-^ 
fently to die, began to recommend himfelf ta 
God, faying O Lord, into thy Hands I com^ 
mend my Spirit. He never (hrunk while his 
Hand was burning, till the Veins and Sinews 
bur ft, and fpirted Water into Mr. Hapifield^s 
Face, who was with the Biflbop, fo that be 
was moved with Pity, and defired the Biftiop 
to forbear, faying he had tried him enough. 
iThhlBurning was in the Hall at Fulbam. 

A^erthis T'omkins was feveral Times brought 
before the Biftiop, and examined at his Cort- 
fiftory Court at St. Paul's in London^ where 
thlt Dean and others fat vvith him. - 

In February he was brought for the laft 
Time before the Biftiops oi London, Bath, and 
St. David's, and others, when he was earncftly 
exhorted, particularly by the Bifliop of Bafb, 
to revoke and leave his Opinions. But be 
anfwered, My Lord, I was born and brought 
up in Ignorance until of late Years, but now 
I know the Truth, and therein I will, by God's 
Grace, continue till my Death. 

Then Bonner caufed all the Articles and 
Confeffions he had made to be agdn openly 
read; and afterwards in hisaccuftomed Man^ 
ner, would have perfuaded him to recant ^ 
but Tomkins finally anfwered. My Lord, I 
cannot fee but that you ivould have me for fake the 
^rutb, and fall into Error and Herejy. So 
the Biftiop, finding he would by no Means 
recant, proceeded to pronounce Sentence 

againft 
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iagainft him, after which he was delivered to 
the Sheriff of London^ who carried hiin to 
Newgate J where he remained joyful and con- 
jftant until the i6th of March after, upon 
which Day he was conveyed by the Sheriff to 
Smithfield^ where he was burned, fealing hii 
Faith with his Blood, and giviiig Glory to 
God. 



The HISTORY of 

THOMAS HAWKS. 

M^.'mOMAS BAWKS was *a 
young Gentleman of the County of 
EJleXy brought up a Courtier, under the Earl 
of Oxford^ with whom he remained, for fome 
Years, greatly refpedted in his Family, for his 
comely Pcrfon and fine Qualities, and efleem- 
ed by all who knew him, as long as Edward 
VI. lived; but that good Prince dying, all 
things feemed to go backwards. Religion to 
decay, Godlinefs not only to wax cold, but 
alfo tP be in danger every where, and chiefly 
in the Houfes of great Men. Mr. Hawks 
difliking the prefent State of Things, rather 
than he would change the . Profcffion of true 
Godlinefs, chofeto change Places, and quitting 
that Nobleman's Houfe, retired to his own, 

L where 
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where he might mote freely give himfelf to 
God, and the Exercife of his own Confcicnce. 

After he had been at Honie fome Time, 
Bis Wife bore him a Son, yffhovix he kept un- 
baptized three Weeks, bepatife he woul^d not 
fuflfer him to receive B^ptifm after the RiteS 
of the Church of Rom^ : Which his Enemiei 
taking advantage of, carry'd him before the 
Earl of 0»fordy his late Mafter, to be exa- 
mined upon the Reafons of his fo doing, and 
lay the Grounds df a Procefs againft him, for 
being a Perfon unfound in his Religion, and a 
Contemner of the Sacraments. 

The Earl would not trouble himfelf with 
htei, but fcnt him to Bonner Bifhop of Xe?«- 
don^ with a Letter, tb anfwer farther Enquiries, 
and give an Account of his Faith. / 

The Bifhop, on reading the JEarl of O^tforii 
Letter, proceeded to examine Mr. Hawks^ on 
the Fafl: in Qucftion 5 he Ekewife isked him, 
if be believed in the Sacrament of the Altar, 
Mafea, the Confteory 2ind Prayers for the Dead. 
'to which Queftions Mr. Hawis readily ^n- 
fwered, difavowing his Belief in fuch Trum- 
peries, ct)nfuting from Scripture the Arguments 
which were offered in the Defence of them, 
atid repeating his Quotations Word for Word, 
and naming the Book wherein the Text was 
contained. 

During this Examination, the Bifhdpr asked 
him what Preachers he knew in Efext And 
if ho wats acquainted with out Baget^ Mr. 

Hawh 
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ttkwks anfwercd the ^ftiop j that tic did know 
Bnget. And what Manner of Man is he ? 
laid Bt>mer. An honeft Man fo far as I know, 
replied the other. l3o you know him, faid 
the Bi(hop^ if you fee him ? Yea, faid Hawh^ 
Then, cry'd the Biftiop to one of his Servants, 
Go call mfe Baget hither. Whereupori Mr. 
Bt^i was foon after brought into fhe Room . 
How fey you. Sir, faid the Biftiop, know you 
thre Man? Yes, my Lord, anfwcred Bagef, 
and then Mr. Hawks and he (hook Hands. 
Thfe Man, faid the Biftiop, hath a Child that 
ha^ lain three Weeks unchriftened, as I have 
Letters to ftiew, becaufe he will not have it 
baptized in the Way that is now ufed in the 
Church ?. How fay you to , that ? I can fay 
Bothing to it, my Lord, replied Baget. Say 
you nothing, cryed the Biftiop! but I will 
make you tell me, whether it be laudable, 
and to be allowed in the Church. I be(&ech 
your Lordfhip to pardon me, faid Baget^ he 
is old enough, let him afifwer for hio^felf. Ah, 
Sir Knave, cry*d Bonner, are you at that Point 
with me ? Go, call me the Porter, faid he to 
oftd of his Men, thou fhalt fit in the Stocks, 
and have nothing but Bread and Watet. I 
perceive I have kept you too weH. Have I 
made much c^ you, and have I you at this 
Pomt ? Then came the Bifliop's Man, and 
fjud, the Porter was gone to London. Well, 
fitid the^Bifliop to Baget ^ come with me, and 
6) they went out together, and the Bifbop left 
L 2 one 
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one of his Gentlemen to talk to Mr. Hawks ^ 
but finding all Methods mefFedlual to draw 
htm from the Faith, it was agreed he ihould 
be brought to a publick Examination, and 
tried by the Rigour of perfecuting Laws. 

In order to make his Ruin filre/ they pro- 
duced a Bill againft him, containing a fuppofed 
Declaration of his Opinion, which had been 
colledled from his Difcourfe, and was wrote 
l^ Bifhop Bonner's own Hand. The Words 
of the Bill were thefe. 

- I Thomas Hawks do hereby declare^ that 
the Mafs h abominable^ deteflable^ and full of 
Super flit ion: Alfo concerning the Sacrament of 
the Jit ar J I fay that Chrx^ is in no Part tbere^ 
Bodily^ hut only in Heaven. 

The producing fuch Evidence againft him 
was fo much the more unjuft, and cbntrarjr 
to all Right, as Mx.HaiJoh had abfolutely re- 
fufed to fign it, or fo much as to fuffer it to 
touch his Hand ; though the Bifhop would 
have had him take it in his Hand, and give it 
him again, as an Intimation of his Confcnt. 
Snch- were their unfair Proceedings. And this 
was the Bill that brought him to the Stake, 
and was the Caufe of the Death of a Man, 
whom they knew in their Confcience they 
^*cre inhumanly murdering; for which they 
could afterwards make no Reparation, as the 
Martyr himfelf told them. Tou may^ (faid he 
to Bonner) in your Malice defiroy a Man^ but 

. when. 
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-Kvbenyou have done, you cannot fo much as make 
a Finger. 

When he was urged to recant, he made 
this refolutc Anfwer : ^* That had he an 
" hundred Bodies, he would rather fuffcr 
** them all to be tore to Pieces, than renounce 
" the Truth.** Infearch of which he waS^fo 
inquiOtive and diligent, that he found out a 
memorable Diftinftion, by which one might 
come to the Difcernment of it, " The falfc. 
" Prophets, faid he, cry owi^ Dicit Ecclejia-i. 
** Thus faith the Church : But the true Pro- 
•* phets, Dicit Dominus-, Thus faith the 
« Lord." 

Such Fortitude and keen Truths could not 
but irritate a Generation of Vipers ; who, 
though he had not in this \fanner reproved 
them, looked upon his Profeffioaof theGolpel 
as a Crime worthy of Death, and therefore he 
was foon condemned by tho bloody Bonner: 
Yet although Sentence was paffed againlt him 
on the 9th of February ^555* ^^ remained in 
Prifon till the loth of June following, when 
he was committed into the Hands and Cliarge 
of the Lord Rich, who conveyed him, under 
a ftrong Guard, to Coxhall in EJfex^ there to 
fufFer. .^ . 

.He was met on the Road by fevferal Friends, 
who came to comfort him under his laft Cqn- 
flidl : And he fpbke to every one ' of them, 
giving them fuch Adyice about the Salvation 
^ their Sottls^ as was particularly adapted to 
h I their 
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tbcjr Conditions, And being defired, a littfo 
before his Death, to (hew fon^e Mark to fuch 
as .might come after or foHow him to the 
Flatnes, that the Pains of that kind of Death 
were no^ fo (harp, but that a Man might poC- 
fefs his Mind in Patience ^nd Quietnefs under 
them I he promifed, that he woi|]d be mind^ 
fulpf the Requeft, and that he would (hew 
a Sign, by lifting his Hands over bis Head 
tp wards Heaven, before be gave up the Ghoft, 
Not long after,, when the Hour was come, 
}ie was led away to the Place appointed for 
his Slaughter by the Lord Ricb^Lud his*Affif-. 
tants, and being pow come to the Stake, tho^ 
there was a ftrait Chain faftened to his Middle 
he'fpoke many Things to the People by Way 
of Exhortation: but inore particularly to the 
Lord ^ich, realoning with him on the InhUf?^ 
pianity of fuch Executions, and uppn the. 
Guilt of {bedding innpcent Blood. 

Aftpr having fervently prayed js^nd poure4 
forth his Soul to God, the l^'ire was put tq 
him, in which when he had continued long^ 
^nd v^hen his Speeph was taken from bim by 
the Violencie of the Flame^ bis Skin alfo drawnt 
together, and his Fingers confumed, fp thatnovir 
all Men thought he had been certainly gone^ 
when fuddenly and contrary tpall Expedtation 
this blefled Seryan^ of God. being mindful of 
ibis Promifp, lifte4 pp bis Hands* burning in 4 
light Fire, whiph was njaryellous to behold, 
^yer bis H^^^ apd yif\th great Rejoicipg as i( 

^me4 
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feemed, thrice ftruck or clapt them together. 
At the Sight whereof there followed fuch Ac- 
clamsttions of thePeople, and efpecially of thofe 
who underftood the SigD^ that the like was 
hardly ever heard: And fo the bleffed Martyr^ 
ftraightway finking down into the Fire, gave 
up hifi Spirit. 



ThQ HISTORY of 

JO-HN BRADFORU 

MR, JOHN BRADFORD wa« 
born of hone^ and reputal?le Parents^ 
nchejier in Lancajhirey and brought up 
by them, in a Latin School, and being other* 
ways fitted for Bufinefs, by karning Writing 
and Arithmetic, he became a Servant to Sir 
John Harrington^ who was Treafurer to King 
Henry VIII, for his Qmps and Buildings, 
Sir John had fuch Experience of Bradford's 
Faithfulnefe and Capacity, that h^ was much 
re(be<3:ed by hino, and chiefly in his Truft. 
put growing ^eary of this fort of Life, and 
paving a great Inplination to Study, Mr, 
Bra(^ordvftni to theilijivetfity .0^ Cambridge^ 
v^cre be made fi;ich a quick Progrcfs in his 
Studies, and his Convertojtion was fo ^leafing 
to all iVfen, that in ope Year the Univerfity 
f ooferr^d upon him the Degree of Mafter of 
h 4 ArtSj^ 
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Arts, and immediately after, the Maftcr ar.4 
Fellows of Pembroke-Hall gave him a Fe^ 
lowfhip. 

Martin Bucer^ who was at that Time at 
Cqmbridge^ took a great liking to Bradford^ 
and oftentimes^ exhorted him to beftow his Ta- 
lent in Preaching.£rtf^r^/excufed himfelf from 
taking that Fundion upon him, as not fuffi* 
ciently learned 5 but Bwr^r reply 'd, If you have 
pot fine Manchet, give the poor People Barleyr 
Bread, or whatever elfe the Lord hath com- 
mitted to thee. . 

And whilft Mr. Bradford viras thus per- . 
fuaded to enter into the Miniftry, Dr. Ridley^ 
the worthy Bi(hop of Isondon^ and glorious 
Martyr of Chrift, fent for him, and put biin 
into Deacons Orders, gave him a Licence to 
preach, and made him a Prebendary of St. 
Pauh 

Having this Vocation, he became a diligent 
Labourer in the Vineyard of the Lord, chufmg 
the Office of a Preacher for the more particur 
Jar Difcharge of his Duty; under which Cha- 
rader hei foon became eminent for his edi- 
fying Difcourfes 5 wherein he reproved Vice, 
perfuaded to Amendinent of Life^ confuted 
Herefies and Errors, and fweetly preached 
Chrift crucified : Adorning his Mind at the 
fame Time by indefatigable Stiidy, and his 
Profeflion as a Chriftian, with all the fcr 
y.r? Exercifes of Mortification: Thus he 

pontinue4 
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irontinued three Years till the Death of King 
Edward the Sixth. 

When Queen Mary fucceedecj to the Crown, 
Mr. Bradjord ftill coniinued preaching, until 
he was unjuftly deprived both of his Office 
and Liberty by the Queen and her Council j 
which was brought about in this Manner. 

Bi(hop Bonner having appointed Mr. Bourn, • 
a Canon of St. Paufs^ to preach at St. PauN 
Crofs, on the 30th of Auguji 1553, and Mr, 
^ourn taking Occafion from the Gofpel of the 
Day, to refle<fl on the Adminiftration of the 
late King ; the People were fo incerifed at it, 
that there immediately enfued an Uproar, and 
they were ready to pull him out of the Pul- 
pit s neither could the Reverence due to the 
place, nor the Prefence of B\(h6p Bonner, nor 
the Command of the Lord Mayor, put a 
Stop to it; but the more they fpoke, the more 
the Rage of the People increafed. At length 
l^ourn feeing the Peril he was in, by a drawn 
Dagger being hurl'd at him as he flood in the 
Pulpit, was fo frightncd, that he called to 
Mr. Bradford, who flood near him, defiring 
him to flep forward, and fpeak to the People, ' 
to try to appeafe them. Mr. Bradford ac- 
cordingly advanced at Mr. Bourri% Requeft, 
jand appeared in the Pulpit, when immediate- 
ly the Uproar ceafed, for their Rage was turned 
into Joy at the Sight of Mr. Bradford^ and the 
^Congregation parted \x\ Peace : Yet Mr. Bourn, 
yyho vyas ftiU in a Fright, dcfircd Mr. Brad-- 

ford. 
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ford Dot.to leave him ; and Mr. Bradford^ to 
(atisfy him, condu&ed him to the School- 
mafter's Houfe adjoining to the Church. The 
Multitude who remained behind could not 
help, fome of them, murmuring, and (hew* 
ing fome grudging in their Minds, that fogood 
a Man fhould fave the Life of a vile Prieft, 
then impudently and openly] railing agaiiift 
King Edward. And among them one Gentle- 
man cryed out, Ah, l^radford ! Bradford! thou 
faveft him who will help to burn thee. I give 
thee his Life, but Wjcre it not for thee, I would 
affuredly have run him thro* with my Sword. 
The fame Afternoon Mr. Brad^rd pvezch'd 
at Bow-Ch\irch in Cbeapfide^ where he re- 
buked the People for their tumultuous Be- 
haviour at St. Pauh Crofs ; And tho* one 
would have thought it impoflible for any 
Trouble to come to him, from an Affair in 
which he behaved himielf with fo much Hu- 
manity and Difcretion ; yet three Days after 
he was fummoned to appear before the Queen 
and Council at the Tower^ and there accufed 
of feditious Pradices, and of being the Author 
of this very Tumult, which he had fo much con- 
tributed to appeafe ; And as it always happens, 
when Men are bent upon Injuftice, they grie- 
vouljy reviled him, when he endeavoured to 
defend himfelf, nothing that he could alledgp 
for bis Innocence being of any Avail to him, but 
he was committed firft to the Tower^ then to 
the King'i'Bencb in Sotftkwark, and after hit 

Cqijt 
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Condemnation, to the Poultry-Counter i in 
which two laft Places, for the Time be re- 
mained Prifoner, he preached twice a Day 
continually, unlef? Sickncls prevented him, 
and often adsniniftred the Sacrament, turn- 
ing his Chamber into a Chapel, or Place of 
publicDevotion and Inftrutftion, from the great 
Numbers of People that daily flocked to him^ 
He eat ^ut one Meal a Day, and that but 
fparingly j he was for the moft part upon his 
jKnees. In the midft of his Dinner he would 
be very though thil, having his Hat over his 
Eyes, from whence the Tears would often 
drop on his Trencher. He was meek and 
humble to every one, and in fo good Credit 
with his Keeper, while a' Prifoner in the 
Jdng^s-Bench, that he would give him Leave, 
upon his Promife of returning at Npht, to go 
into London, without any one to guard him, 
to viiit a Perfon of his Acquaintance lying fick 
)n the Still-yard^ neither did he fail in his 
Promife, but returned to his Prifon, rather 
preventing the Hour than breaking his Word, 
In his Perfon he was fomewhat tall and 
Render, Q^are of Body, of a faint faqgukie. 
Completion, with an auburn Beard/ He 
^ept leldom above four Hours in the Night j 
and in his Bed, till Sleep came, his Book 
went not out of his Hand. His chief Recrea- 
tion was in honeft ^nd decent Converfation, 
Wherpin he (pent a HttleTime after Dinner, and 
ihpn went tp his ^ool^ ^nd his Prawrs again. 

W He 
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He accounted that Hour not well fpent, where- 
in he did not fome Good, either with his Pen, 
Study, or in exhorting others. He was no 
Kiggard of his Purfe, but would liberally par- 
ticipate what he had with his Fellow Prifori- 
crs, and commonly once a Week he vifited 
the Thieves, Pick-purfes, and fuch like, who 
were in Prifon with him, though on the o- 
ther Side, unto whom he would give godly 
Advice, to learn to amend their Lives by their 
Troubles, and after fo doing, he diftributed 
among them fome Portion of what Morfey he 
had. 

The chief Article for which Bradford was 
condemned, and at laft burnt at Smithfield^ 
was his denying Tranfubftantiation, or the 
corporal Prefence of Chri/i in the Sacrament ; 
and for afcrting, that, wicked Men did not 
partake of Cbrifi's Body in the Sacrament, 
About which Points many BiQiops and learn- 
ed Men conferred with him ; but it was in 
vain, for he would admit of no Arguments, 
but what were brought from cxprefs Words of 
Scripture : And therefore he was pronounced 
an Heretic, excommunicated, condemned, 
and then delivered to the Sheriffs of London^ 
who the Night before he fuff^qred brought him 
to Newgate. 

At his departing from the Prifon, he offer- 
ed up his Prayers, then giving Money to every 
Servant or Officer of the Houfe, with an Ex- 
hortationijo fear and ferve God^ he went down 

Stair? 
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Stairs into the Court, where the Pri£>iiers At-* 
ing him from their Windows, they all called 
unto hina, and with Tears bade him Fare* 
wd. 

On the firft of Jufy^ he and one Jokf 
Leafe were brought lo the Stake in Smitbfield^ 
but as they were carrying along, Mr. Br^d^ 
j^r/s jBrother-in-law, whofe Name was Bef^ 
wicky came to him> and ihook him by dbo 
Hand ; for which the Sheriff broke Mr. Bef^ 
wicKs Head with his Staff, fo that the Blood 
ran down his Shoulders. 

As fopn as he and his Fellow- Sufferer came 
to the Place of Execution, Mr. Bradford fell 
proftrate on his Face on one Side of the Stake; 
and John Leafe on the other, and they both 
cbntinued in that Poflure a few Minutes, 
praying to themfelves ; and then one of the 
Sheriffs faid, Mr. Bradford arife, and make an 
JEnd, the Prcfs of People is great. Then they 
both flartcd up, and Mr. Bradford took a 
Faggot in his Hand and killed it^ and alio 
kiffed the Stake; and then defired the Sheriffs 
that his Servant might have his Cloaths, be- 
caufe he was a poor Man, and he had no- 
thing elfe to give him ; which Requcft was 
granted. 

Then Mr. Bradford put off his Cloaths, 
and went to the Stake, where he and John 
Leafe were faftened, and had the Reeds and 
Wood put about them. Mr. Bradford Vifting 
up his Eyes and Hands to Heaven, ftid, O 

Eng. 
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Engkn* ! England ! ripent thee of thy Sini^ 
r^nt thee of thy Sim ; bewate of Antichrijl^ 
ietMre of Idolatry^ take heed they do not de^ 
ceivethee. At which Words Mr. Woodtojffk 
iSM ShttriflF bade them tie his Hands^ if he 
would not be quiet. 

O, Mr. Sheriff, feid Bradfird^ I am quiet, 
God forgive you this. Thtti one of the 6h6- 
tiflPs M^n faid to Btadf&td^ If you hare no bfet- 
ter Learning than this, you are but a Fool, 
and had beft hold your Peace. To vtrhdm 
Bradford made no Anfwer ; but he asked all 
the World Forgiyeftefs, and forgave aH the 
World, and bcgg'd the People to pray for 
him : Then he turned his Head towards tht 
young Man that fuflfered with him, and faid. 
Be of Comfort, good brother, for we (hall 
bavc a joyful Supper wi.th the Lord this Night, 
Afterwards embracing the Reeds, he (aid thus. 
Strait is the Way^ and narrow is the Gate thai 
leadeth to eternal Salvation^ and few there be 
that find it. ^o fpoke no more JVord* tliat 
any Man did hear. 



^?sp 
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The HISTORY of 

THOMAS WATTS. 

MR. ^thomas Watts was a Linnen-drferier 
of Billericay, in the County of Efeif^ 
and Diocefe of Londoft^ where he carried on 
his Bufinefs, but being an upright and god)y 
Man, he Was for fome Time apprehenfive, af- 
ter the Change of Government, that he (hould 
ht brought into Trouble by the Adverfati^ 
cf the Gofpel ; wherefore be difpofed of the 
Goods 10 his Shop, after having given away A 
htge Quantity of Cloth to the Poot, and fet- 
tled the Money he fold them for upon his 
Wife and Children. He had fcarcc done this^ 
but, as he foreiavv, he was apprehichdfed^ 
Which happened on the 26th of j^tl 15^ J, 
dnd carried before the Lofd Rich^ and oinit 
Gommiflionefrs and Jufl^ices of Peace, at the 
Quarter Seffions at Chelmsford. 

Upon his coming into Court, the Lord 
Rkb feid unto him, fFatts; 1 underftand you 
a« brought hither for difobcyifjg the King an J 
Q^n*s Laws j you will not coitoie to Church, 
feUi will not hear Mafs, &c. Imt have yo^ir 
Conventicles, a Sort of you, ife Corners cStt*- 
trary to the King and Queen's Pro<*ediiigS; 
To >^hkh Watts anfwered, my Lord, if I 

have 
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have offended again ft any Law, I am fubge^ 
to the Law. Then Sir Jnthony Brown, now 
a bloody Perfecutor, asked him, Where it was 
that he had learn'd his Religion, and who 
had bfien his Schoolmafter, to teach him the 
Doftrines he now profefled ? 

Indeed, Sir, faid Watts, ypu taught it me, 
and none more than yourfelf; for in Kiflg 
Edward*s D^ys, in open, Seflions, you fpoke 
.againft this Religion that is now ufed -, no 
Preacher more than you iaid the Mafs was 
abominable, and the other Pans of the Ro- 
mijh Religion were Trumpery, wishing that 
;np one would believe therein, and earneftly 
ex^horting them againft it, faying that our Be- 
lief (hould be only in Chrift, and that who- 
ipever fhould bring in a ftrange Nation to rute 
^ ;her$, it would be Treafon, and not to be «ii* 
dpred. Then faid Sir Anthony Brown^^ to mrf 
Lord jR/Vi*, he belies me, my Lord. What a 
Knave is this? he will foon belie me behind 
iny Back, when he doth it before my Face. 
The Lord Rich replied, I dare fay lie doei 
io. 

'■;• After the(e Words, Watts took Occafion 

to fpeak fomewhat of King Fhtlip and hii 

coming in, but what it was, Mr. Fox fey^ 

be could never jaftly learn. But after the 

Words, whatever they were, were fpoken, the 

BeiKfa of Juftices among themfelves ftood up 

,jl§pdcaUcd k Treafon, except one Juftice Gaw^ 

■4ty, who wffi a little ticfore about to fpeak, 

^ ' but 
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but when he heard them cry Treafon he held 
down his Head, as one grieved and troubled at 
their Proceedings. 

In concluiion, (he Conithiilioders being 
weary of him, or elfe not willing to^ meddle 
farther in fuch Matters, fent him up to the 
Bidiop oi London^ with their Letter, fetting 
forth the Nature pf his Crime J That he hftd 
refufed to receive the Sacrament of the Altar, 
and hear Divine Service, according to the 
Inflitutidn of the Church. Upon which, with 
other Articles, being examined by the Bi(hq>, 
he anfwered as became an honeft, confcienti-* 
ous Man, not excufing himfclf, but according 
to Truth : When a Fadt was true, he con-* 
feflfcd it ; or if any Article Was propofed in 
ambiguous T^rmS, he diftinguiflied upon if j 
or if he was falfly charged, he dcnyed it: 
But concluded with thcfe Words, / ant 
nveary of living in Idolatry. 

Having been two Months under this JM^ 
cipline and Examination of the Biftibp, he ^mM 
' fent back to Chelmsford^ there to be burnt as a 
Heretic, on the Day of his coming, without 
any Refpite. He took fome RefreAiment at 
the Houfe of one Scot^ an Inn- Keeper, where 
he was in Company with Thomas Hawks and 
others fent down to be burnt in EJix, and 
they all prayed together. 

Afterwards Watts prayed privately by him^ 
felf s and his Wife and fix Children came to 
fee him, to whom be fpoke to thisEffeds 

M ' '' Dear 
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« Dear Wife, and my good Childccn, I muft, 
«* no\y depart from you ; therefore, hence- 
«* forth know I you no more: But as the 
" Lord hath given you to me, fo I give you 
*• again, unto the Lord, whom I charge , 

you tp obey and fear ; and beware that yc; 

turn not to this abominable Popery, againft 

W^ich I (hall ano;i, by God's Grace, give 
" my/ BiooVi. Let' not the murdering, of 
•* God's Saints caufe you to recant, but take 
*' Occafion thereby to be ftronger in the Lord's) 
*' Quarrel j and I doubt not but God will be, 
*• a merciful Father unto you." 

WJicn he had fpoken thefe Words, it is^faid, 
that two of his Children offered to fuffer. with 
him ; , But he kiffed thero> and bad them 
farewe}, and fo was carried to the Fire, wjjece 
he patiently yielded up his Soul intp tbeHandj 
of God who gave it« 



The HISTORY of 

GEORGE M4RSB: 

GEORGE MARSH w%$ boraja: 
the . Pari(h of Dean, in t^e .Q[)UJBty fi(u 
Lancajiery well educated by his Parents, , apd^ 
brought op iQ an honcft W^y of Living, At 
twenty Jive Years of Age he married ockc oC»: 
that Gounty, by wh<»u ^ b^d jfcferal ChiL 

dren. 
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dren^ He maintained faimifelf and his Fa^ 
xni\y upon a Farm ; but his Wife dying, and 
he having a great Inclination to Study^ fettled 
his Children with his Father, and went to 
Qambridge^ where he fo well improved in 
Learning, t)iat he was ordained by the Bi(hops 
of Lomlon and Lincoln^ was a while Curate to. 
Laurence Saunders^ and afterwards ferved the 
Parifli of Dean and other Pktes in Lancajhire^ 
where he taught School, and preached the 
true Word of God, vigoroufly oppofing the 
Errors and felfe Dodlrines of the Church of 
l^ome^ and fo continued to do during the 
Reign of Edward Wl. 

But upon Queen Mar/s coming to the 
Crown, he was fought after by the Adver- 
faries of Chrtji^s Holy Gofpel, and efpecially 
by Mr. Barton^ a Jpftice of Peace in that 
County, and a great Perfecutor, to be brought 
before th» Earl of Derby. His Friends ad- 
vl&d him to fave himielf by Flight, and he 
V(^^ in great Doubt with himfelf what tq do ^ 
on that Accctfnt, praying earneftly to God to 
dire£t him for the beft. At length he refolved 
with himfelf to ftand. to the open Profcffion 
of the tfue Religion, which he had formerly 
taught, and accordingly went and furfender^ 
himfelf to the Earl of Derb^ at his Houfe at 
Latham. 

When he was brought into tha^ Lord's Pfc- 

fence, he had Compny. with him, partkni- 

larly Sir William Nbres^ Sir Pierce JUee^ and 

. M 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Sburborn the Parfon of Grepnal. My 
Lord turning to him, asked hiqi many Ques- 
tions, and charged him with fowing evil Seeds 
and Diffcntion among the People 5 which he 
denv'd. Then the Parfon of Grepnal asked 
what was his Belief? He faid he believed in 
God the . Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, ac- 
cording as the Old and New Tejiaments teacb^ 
and according to ih^ Apojlles^ a Nicene^ and 
Athanafiuss Creeds. 

Then they asked him his Belief concerning 
the Sacrament of the Altar. He anfwered^ 
that he believed, that whofoever according to 
Cbrift's Inftitution did receive the Holy Sa- 
crament of Chrift's Body and Blood, did .eat 
and drink Chrifts Body and Blood with all 
the Benefits of his Death and Refurredion, to 
their^ternal Salvation, for Chrift is ever prefent 
with bis Sacrament. 

They then asked him, whether the Bread 
and Wine, by virtue of the Words pronounced 
by the Prieft, were changed into the Flefh and 
Blood of Chrift, and the Sacrament, whether 
received or referved, wag the very Body of 
Chrift? 

Marjh anfwered, that he k^ew ik> farther 
' ' * ad already ftiewn, and defired thesi 
c him &ch hard and unprpfitabl^ 
to bring his Life in Danger, and 
loo^. They were much of^nded 
id told him they were no Blood- 
Suckers^ 
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Sackers, and intCDded only to make him a 
good Chriftian. 

After this the Earl of Derby gave him four 
Articles to fubfcribe to : " Firfi^ Whether the 
" Mafe, now ufed in the Church of Eng^ 
*^ land^ was according to Chr/ft's Inftitution, 
" and with Faith, Reverence, and Devotion to 
^ to be heard and feen. 

*^ Secondlyy Whether Almighty God, by 
•* thcfe Words pronounced by the Prieft, did 

change the Bread and Wine, after the Con- 
^ lecration, into the Body and Blood of Chrift, 
^ whether it was received or rcferved. 

" Thirdly, Whether the Lay-People ought 
^ to receive but under the Foi'm of Bread 
" only, and that one kind was fufficieht fcr 
" them ? 

" Fourthly, Whether Confeffion to the 
" Prieft, now ufed in England, was godly and 
" neceffary? 

Marjb not anfwering thefe Queftions 
to their Mind, was fent to Lancafier Jail, 
where he was loaded with Irons, and three 
feveral Times made to hold up his Hand at 
the Bar, before the Judges, with Felons. 
And a fourth Time in their Chamber, they 
laid to his Charge that he had fsdd he knew 
feveral Gentlemen in that County who were 
of his'' Opinion, and charged him on his Al- 
legiance to the Queen, to^ difcover who they 
were ; but he denyed that he had ever (kid 
any fiieh Thing. 

M 3 Then 
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* Then they reproved, and threatened him, 
for preaching to the People out of the Prifon, 
as they called it ; becaufe he had ufed every 
Morning and Evenitig to read Prayers and 
the Jjitany in Englijh, and a Portion of the 
Holy Scriptures, which he did with aJoud 
Voice, fo that many People xefortcd to hear 
him, under the Prifon- Window, which was^ 
what gave bis Enemies Offence, 

Mr. Marjh was after fome Time removed 
from Lancafier to Chefier^ and fent iathj 
Dr, Cotei^ then Bifhop, to^appear before him 
in his Hall, where no Body ^^s prefent but 
they two. The Bifhop a^jal him many Qoct 
tions about Tranfubftantiation, the Mafs, and 
receiving in onekindjinnone of which Points 
he could agree with the Bifhop, who exhorted 
bim to fubmit hirafelf to the Univerfal C^- 
ihoUc Church; but when he could not jprcf-* 
vail with him to do as he would have him^ he 
fent him to Prifon again. 

The Bifliop caufed him a fecond Time to 
be brought before him in St. Marfs Chapdi 
' in the Cathedral Church of Cbefier^ at two 
of the Clock in the Afternoon. The Bifliop 
himfelf wasfeated in a Chair for that Purpofe, 
and Fuik Duttm Mayor of tte City, Dr. Wall 
4nd other PrieftiS affiftinghim, j^ced near 
him 5 Oeorga Wenflow Chancellor, and JiAm 
Ckedbam Regiftcr, fat ovcr-againft hirti. 

Then they caufed George MarJh to take an 
Oath to anfwer truly to fuch Articles asilkould 

:be 
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be dbjcdttd againft iiitn. Upon which Oath 
taken, the Chancellor laid to' his Charge, that 
he had preached and openly publiflicd moft 
heretkally and blafphcmoufly within the Pa- 
riflies of Dean^ EccJeSy Boiton^ Berry ^ and 
iB&ny others, withih the Bilhop's Diocefe, 
In the Months ctf January, February , Orfome 
odicr Ticnc of the Year kft paft, proceediiig 
dlrftftly againft the 'Pope's Authority, and the 
Cdtholic Chcipch of Rome^ the bleffed Mafs, 
the Sacrament of the Altar, and nuiny other 
Articfcs. 

Unto all winch the feid George Mnfjb^n^ 
•^fwered ih Sum, thit he neither heretically nor 
i)lafpheiiioufly preached or i^ke againft anv 
'XJf the faid Article, btit finip^y and truly, as 
<)ccafion ferved, (at>d as it were thereunto 
forced in Confcience") tnaimkined the Truth 
touching the faid Articles, as^faid he) all ye 
now prefent did icknoWfedge the fame in the 
Tfafte of the fete Kirtg E(h>ard VL 

ItitSn tiiey examinedhim feverally xm every 
Article, and bade him anfwer direftly Tea^ or 
Ndy, without Gircumftaitce, for they were 
0tmt to exiimine^ knd ndt difpute at pfdent. 

He aofweftfd Very modeftly to isvery Ar- 
ticle, aceordtng'to the Doftrine by ^uWic Au- 
thority received and taught in the Realm at 
the Death of KidgBfAfi/isJf^/: And, his An- 
fwers were every one noted and written down 
, by the jRegifter, arid them the R^Iartyr was re- 
ttfrned whis Prtfon. 

^. 4 About 
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About three Weeks after, or thereabouts, 
George Marjh was again brought to the iaid 
Chapel in the Cathedral before the Bifliop and 
others, Then the ChancfeUor made a long 
Speech concerning the Biftiop's Care of his 
Flock, to prefcrve it from being infedled with 
Scab or other Difeafe ; and faid, that his Lord- 
ibip had fen t for George Marjh.ih^rt prelent, 
as a fcabbed Sheep, and had weeded him out 
for corrupting others, and had done what he 
could in (hewing his chariublc Difpofitiqn 
towards the faid Mar/h to reduce him frojn 
his naughty Herefies; but all that he could 
do, would not help ; fo that he was now de-» 
t^rmtned, if the faid MarJh would not relent 
and abjure, to pronounce and give Sentence 
definitive ^gainft him. Wherefore he bade 
the faid George Marjh to be now advifed what 
he WQvki do, for it ftood upon his Life; and 
irhe vyould not at that prefent forfake his 
heretical Opinions, it would be, after the Sen- 
teoce, given too late, though he ihoukl never 
fo gladly defire it, 

^h«p the faid Chancellor asked him whe-? 
therhe was not one of the Bifliop's Diocefe? 
To which he anfweced, that he knew not how 
lai^e his Diocefe was, for his Continuance was 
\at CamM^ge: But then they asked him, whe- 
ther he had not latply been in the Parlfh of 
jPean in Lancajhire^ and made his Abode 
there ; to which he anfvi^ered, YeSk 

^ter this the ^h^inccllpr rpad ail the Ap^ 
. fwer^^ 
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fvrers that he had made in that Place, at 
his former Examinations, and at every one 
asked him, Whether he would ftick to the 
fame or no ? To which he again anfwered. 
Yea, yea. 

How fay ye then to this, faid the Chancel- 
lor, in yonr laft Examination, amongft many 
other damnable and fchifmatical Herefiet^ 
you (aid, that the. Church and Doctrine taught 
and fet forth in King Etkvard'^ Time, was 
the true Church and the true Dodlrine, and 
that the Church of Rome is not the true and 
Catbolk: Church ? 

I faid fo, indeed, replyed Marjh^ and I be- 
lieve it to be true. Here alfo others took Oc- 
cafion to j^sk him, (fince hedenyed the Bifhop 
of Rome'^ Authority in England) whether 
JJnm^ AnacUtui and Clement^ who were 
Biihops of Rome^ were not good Men, and 
he anfwered. Yes, and divers otficrs s but, faid 
he, they claimed no njore Authority in £;sr^//i«^, 
than the Bifliop of Canterbury doth at Rome i 
and I ftrive not, &id he, with the Place, nei- 
ther fpeak I againft the Perfon of aBiftiop, 
but againft his Doftrine, which in moft Points 
is repugnant to the Dodrine of Chrift. 

Thou art an arrogant Fellow, indeed, then 
£iid the Biftiop, in what Article is the Dpiftrinc 
of the Church of Rome^ rqjugnant to the Doc- 
trine of Chrift ? 

To whom George Marjh anfwered, O ! my 
LoriJi I pray yoji judge ijot fp of roe; I ftand 

now 
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laow 4kpoti sthe PViftt of my Life and Death ; 

^nd 9»Mai> in my Oafe hath n6 Gaufe to be 

Wroigftm> aekber am I, God is my Witnefs. 

Jkt^ osi CMHasmiQlg Ithe Di^reement of the 

Do(3:rine, among majiy other Things, the 

<5hurch of fiome erreth in thp Sacrament ; for 

IBfdMlie'^hi^ in the Idftitution thereof did as 

miU 4^1ivtr the Gup, as the Bread, fiyiag^ 

iHrink^f dU ^f tkis, and St. Mark ref>ortetb, 

Utait t^ydii4Ank of it; in like Manner St. 

Paulddi^tA it Uiitd the Corintbi^m: And 

iifithe>'£lnie Soii^t 4\Sq was It ufed in the t^ri- 

mitive Charch for the Space of toahy iuindred 

^irg. I^O!ir^^co0timi(gd be^ theChttichof £toitf 

^ic^h talfe^away orle Part' of the SaaaoMiht 

<l&oln tl« 44ity ; wherefore, if I could be 
i|)cr<^*ed mtm Coirfclpnce by God'« Word 
thftt k 'tv'as md\ done, I could ^dly yield in 
tbisPwM. 

'TJwn iM th^ Biihop, NonJifpufafkhtm'i/i 
tuih,0Hf^tm, that i0^, ^bere ii mS^ing ^tb 

ikmMeretic. Aad tbeMbre, when all his Ah- 
'ifenters'Vere read, -be aeked him whether he 

/♦Wi*^4land to the fanw-j being as they ^ttti, 
fetd he, ftdl of HerejSet, or ^fe forfake^hem, 
and come unto the Cathlk Cha^ ? 

Co wlridh lie made this fi*M A*tf#er, that 
*ie^d no hft«et«»al C^lnion, betuHerly tb- 
holredf ^U kmi <Jf H^refy, ^Uhtfugh he «fas 
untruly flande^cd with the contrary. And he 
defiB«i*all tite I^opileprelent to bear Wknefs, 
ih^ in all Articles of Religion he held ho 

other 
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other Opinion thaa what wa$ by 'Law ^mi^ 
godly ^ftablKhcd^ and puhlid^l^ taught ia 
Et^/and at the Death c£ Riog Edward ^VL 
And in the iame pur,e Religion .and Doi^friop^ 
he would, by God's Grace^ Aaad» ^'live^ ami 
die. 

Here the Chancdlor (poke to one X^4^ 
who ftood near Marjh^ and back bito ftand 
farther from him, for his Prefence dki Hm 
no good. This bciog dpftB, ^ /BlftiQplDok 
a Wfiuag out of hisfiofom^ and ^bQ^ t^ 
read the Sentence of Goi|4e{ii94Ltion) irat 
when the Bifliop had read almoft half l)f it> v 
the Chancellor caUed 10 him^ and Md^ GoGid 
pay Lord, ftay, ftay ; for tf youjpr4«edl ai^ 
farther^ it will be too ktte ip recall wb)U h 
done, and fo the Biihop ftopt. Thoii \k^ 
Popiih Priefts, and many other of the lgr»- 
rant People, called upon Marjh^ witheiMiK^t: 
Words, to recant; and atoong oth^s, onp Pul^ 
kytiy aSboemaker, ^lidtoihim^Por Sfa^finc, Man, 
reniember thyfelf and recant. Tfady bade him 
jcneel down and pray, and &id they would 
pray for fiim ; So they kneeled down, and he 
defimd them, to pray for him, and \» Itrould 
pray for thena^ 

The Bifticipthcn asked him again, Whc^" 

ither be woirid not hwe the Qoeea^s Mercy in 

iTinie ? Be anfwered, (kdt^iiB ^adly detared 

the ianae, and iovod hfft Graters faithfully las 

mj of ^hemj l^t yet he durft not deny his 

Savioctt: 
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Saviour. C*ri^, for fj;a^ of lofing his Mercy^ 
and iacijrring cverlafting Death. 

Tlicn jttc BifhoprfJut on his Spedacles 

* '^orwar^ on the Sentence, about 

^8, and the Chancellor again, 

ritical Whine, called out to 

d faid. Yet, good my Lord, 

for if that Word be Ipoken 

sqting will then ferve. 

ulling o^ his Spectacles, faid^ 

that would do. How fay'ft, 

? And many of the Priefts 

ftood by, bade him do fo, and 

Grace : And one pulled him 

id bade ^him recant, and iave 

vhom he anfwered, I would 

as you, but I muft not deny 

?, left he deny .me before his 

) read out his Sentence to the 

End, and aifter faid to him. Now will I no 

more pray for thee, than I would for a Dog: 

And Marjb^ anfwered , notwithftanding, that 

he would pray for his Lordfhip. After thia, 

the Biflipp delivered him to the SyberifFs of 

'hen his late Keeper bade him 

d George^ wjth weeping Eyes, 

the Officers to carry him to a 

North-Gate, where he was very . 

till the Time of his Execution^ 

ngeon, and none who could do 

\k\ta any good were allowed tQ fpeak with 

biro, 
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liim, or would venture to do it in the Thy 
Time, for fear of being accufed thena'felves; 
but fome of the Citizens, who loved him for 
the Gofpel fiike, would fome Times, in the 
Evening at a Hole in the Wall of the laid 
Prifon, call to him, and ask him how he did ; 
to whom he anfwercd chearfully, that he was 
well, and thanked God, that he had vouchfafed 
of his Mercy, to appoint him to be a Witniefe 
of his Truth, and to fiiffcr^ for the fame, 
wherein he greatly rejoiceid, and bcfought him 
that he would give him Grace not to faint 
under the Crofs, but that he might patiently 
bear the fame unto his Glory. Once or twice 
he had Money caft unto hhn at the feme Hole, 
about ten Pence at one Time, and tv^o Shil- 
lings at another, for which he gave God 
Thanks, and ufed it for his Neceffities^ 

Upon the 4th of April 1555, this godly 
Mattyr was brought out of Prifon, with a 
Book in his Hand, and a Lock on his Leg^ 
and was led to the Place of Execution near 
Spittle-Bougbton. When the Deputy Cham^ 
b^rlain of the City ofCbe/iery fhewed him a 
Writing with a great Seal ^o ir, and told him 
it was the Queen^s Pardon for him, if he 
would recant ; Af^r/Zr anfwcred, that he would 
gladly accept the fame, for he k)ved the Queen, ' 
but forasmuch as it tended to pluck him from 
God, he could not receive it upon that Con- 
diti6». ' 

After that, he begad to fpeak to jhe^Pco- 



'^ 
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ple^. £bewi»g the Gauie of his Death, at^ 
woold have exhorted them to ftick to Cbrifi-^ 
but one of the Sheriflfs faid, George Marjh w« 
muft have nof^rmoning here. To wiiotn he 
faid, Mafter Sheriff, 1 cry you Mercy: And 
fo kneeling down, be made his Prayers, and 
ftrifX him&lf to his Shirt; and then he ^as 
chained to a Poft, having a Number of Pag. 
got» under him, and a Thing like a Firkin 
with Pilch and Tarr in it banging over his. 
Head. And becaufe the Fire was unskilfully 
made, and the Wind drove it to and fro, be 
fuffered great Extremity in his Death^ which 
he endcKed very patiently^ 

When he had been a long Time tormented 
in the Fire without moving, having his Flelk 
fo broiled and puffed up, that they who flood 
before him could not fee the Chain wherewith 
he vms fattened, and therefore fapppied he 
was dead, he fuddenly fpread abroad his 
Arms, faying, Fatberi)f Heaven^ have Mercy 
upon niel and fo yielded his Spirit into the 
Hands of the Lord. 

Upon which many People cryed out he 
was a Martyr, and died wonderfully patient and 
godly I wiuch caufed the Bifhop (hortly after 
topreaeh a Sermon in the Cathedral Church, 
wherein he affirmed, that the (aid MarJh was- 
an Heretic, burnt like an Heretic^ and was - 
a Firebrand in Hell 

This charitable Biihop foon after died, land, 

it 
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it wfts^ the common Repdrt^ of a filtliy Difeafo 
he got from sen Harlot. 

' I I 

The HISTORY of 

Mr. 7 HN' D EN L T. 

JOHN DENLT, z Genilem«n; ^ 
MasdUme in Ksr^t^ ^ing into EJfesi to vifit 
fome of his Friends, with one Mr. Newman^ 
they, wereaccidentally met by Edmutd Tyrnll 
Efqj a Juftice of the Peace, of that Couftty, 
and a. very bufy Man at that Time, \\y^ a$ he 
was coming from the Execution of twx> othei 
Martyrs, one at RaJeighmd the other at Roclh^. 
ford. He caufed them to b^. apprehended on 
Sufpiciont>f their being Heretics, and having 
thwi fearchcd, the GonfefficHi of Mr. Deniy\ 
Faith was found upon him in Writings there* 
foreJbe fent him to the Queen's Commifliober;^ 
with a Letter, fetting forth the Caufe of hit. 
Apprehenfiipn, 

Mr, Tyrrel fays in hi$ Letter, that as Iboa 
as he&,w hi|»^ he fufpeAed hifa to be an Here* 
ticjwbcreupop cxamipu)g and fear/phing him^be 
found upon him a certain Written Pap^, con- 
taining the Articles of. his,Fait;b; on Ac^^oant 
of which he had fled from his Home. Where- 
fore he had &nt him to the Qdeen's. Com* 

miffioners 
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mifiionfir8 to be tried, fo that his Lewdderi^ 
m^ht be thoroughly koown. 

The following is a Copy of the Writing 
found upon Mr, DenJy. 

Certain Notes eolkBed and gathred out of 
tbeScripfures by John Denly Gentlemart^ 
with a Cofifejfim (fbh Faith ^ dec. 

Cbrffi IX in the Sacrament ^ as he is where tifio 
tir three are gathered together in his Name. 



" The Difference of Dodtrine between the 
Faithful and the Papifts concerning the Sa- 
crament is, ' that the Papifts fay, that Chri/i 
is corporally^under or in the Forms of Bread 
and Wine; 'but the Faithful (ay, that ChriJ 
is not there, neither corporally nor fpiritu- 
ally ; but in them that worthily eat and 
drink the Bread and Wine; he is fpiritually^ 
but not corporally, 

*' For figuratively he is in tiie Bread and 
Wine, and fpiritually he is in th^m who 
worthily eat and drink the Bread and 
Wine J but really, carnally, and corporally 
*^ he is only in E^ven, from whence he (hall 
^< come to judge the Qiiick and the Dead. 

My Belief in the Sacrament of the hlefi 
fed Body and Blood of my Sa^imr JcfiW 
Chrift 

"As 



€€ 
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^ As concerning the Sacrament of the 
** Body and Blood of oiir Saviour Jcfos Chrift, 
•* my Belief is this, that the Bread and Wine 
*' is appointed unto a Sacrament, and that 
** after Thanks be given to God the Father, 
^* then it doth reprefcnt onto n^ the very 
^* Body and Blood of our Saviour Jefus Chrift^ 
** not that the Bread is the Body, or the Wine 
•' the Blood, but that I in Faith do fee that 
** bleffed Body of our Saviour broken on the 
" Crofs, and* his precious Btlood plenteoufly 
•* (bed for the Redemption of my Sins/ Alfo 
** in Faith I hear him call us unto him, iay- 
" ing. Come unto me all ye that labour y and 
** are laden^ and I will refrejh you^ Ifai. Iv^ 
^' Matt. xi. &c. In Faith I oome unto him 
<^ and am refre(hed, fo that I believe that all 
** that do come unto the Table of the Lord, 
*^ in this Faith, Fear, and Love, being forry 
<^ for their Offences, intending earneftly to 
** lead a godly Converfation in this Vale of 
*• Mifery, do receive the Frait of the Death 
" of Chrift, which Fruit is our Salvation. 
. " I do underftand fpiritually, that as the 
•* outward Man doth eat the material Bread 
** which comfortcth the Body, fo doth the 
" inward Man, through Faith, eat the Body 
*/ ofChriftj l^lieving, that as the Bread is 
** broken, fo was Chrift's Body broken on 
•• the Orofs for our Sins, which comfortcth 
** our Souls unto Life cterlafting, and figni- 

fying thereby, that even as that Bread was 
N ** divided 
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'' diTide4 Mnong thnsi, (b (hoald his Bbcfy 
«' aiid Fiuit o£ hisr Pa^n be di^itmt^ 
'^ U9tp^ ma97 as.b^Kcvad his Wc^ds. But 
'' the Bread broken. and etMsen ia the Supper^. 
<^ moniibetb and putteth us* ia Remembrance 
^ of his beath^ and fo exciteth ufi to Thanld^ 
'" gi^ving, to 1^4 and praife God &f the 6c« 
'\ Qefits of ow Redfltr^tioa* 

'' And thus wo tbefe have Chrift pfcfent^- 
<' in the in\wrd Eye wd Sight of our Fat& 
^^ we eat his Body and drink bit Bloody 
'' that is, we believe fiu^Iy that his Body was 
'^ crtici^ ibr our Sins^ and bis Blood (b^ 
•** for pur Salvation. 

'' Chrift'6 Body and Blood is nob contained 
^ in the Sacramental Wine^ as the Papifts 
<^ have iaid, and as fonie yet do &y,. as ye 
^< read in tbefe Scriptures fotlowrag^ FirAf 
"^ in St. Mafth^iV ^ Luke ^ Matthew 24 and 
*^ 26. Mark i6i Luke 24. yohn 1%. Luke 
** 23 in the End. ^^ibn I4, 15^ 16^ i^i 
** ./*5j r, 3^7, 9^ l^fnan %. Pfaim 8.1 Corhe^ 
"* lOi ii. Exod. 12. Colojf. I. jB^i&(;jC i, 4. 
« Pbil.2,1. i7kef 1,4. JTrfr. i, 5, 8, 9i^^ 
" 10, 12. Pitfij. Pfahity^fy i<^, 10. 

€brifi*s material Body h w>i in all Placet^ 
as tbefe Scripture i do teftify befeafter. 

« Firft read 8l Mattjln^w the laft, Mark the 
•* iB£t,Luk9 the laft, y9bA i r, 20, 21. Thelir 
^^ Plaoes^of the Scriptttfetdopkinl^ dectaie^ 

that 
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^« th« his Body^ that was bo#n 6f the Virgin 
" Mary^ cannot be m morb Places f hart one, 
^ and that i« inHcarm, 0» thtt Right Hand 
^* of God, and no* in thcf S^craftteat, nor in 
^ at! Places, ^ the PapiOrs hiave afflr ifted^ and 
** yet do affirm. 
. ** Therefore vfrhofoeve^ riiey be that do wor- 
diip the Creatnres of Bkmd tnd Wme, do 
^* commit Idoktff, an<f n^e abominable 
^ Idols of them, and »fee the Gtory from 
*• God, aiid gife it to hk Cr«ature», whidh is 
^* contrary c^ the Mind of God; as thefe 
*' Scriptures hereaffler do teftify. Firft Exod^ 
** io, 22, 23, 24. I#w. ig.Dtuti 4, 6, 32. 
'^ PfaL 8d; £/i. 45. Afo/. 2. Lw/t^ 4. '^^fi 
^ f4. i&^>/. 14. 15^ ^. I Ckrin. S.tifiBef 
•* 4. I Tm* a, 1. 3^dfo^ 5, ReoeLig^ 22. 

John DtNi^rr 

Now to cetnrn to U16 ComioHfiMers: They 
isecciwd their Frifoner,^ with %mQ others, aiid 
when they found they could prevail nothieg 
upon him by their own Perfuafions, they fcnt 
him to Bi0K)p Bonner to be handled after his 
fatherly and charitable Diferetion: And how 
gentle that was, the Hlilory of others^ as welt 
as of this godly Maftyr, do fufficiemly de« 
dare. 

Upon the firft of Julyt faewas brought into 

the B^c^'s Con£ftory in St. Pauh^ whei^ 

he proceed^ againft him after his ufual Man- 

N 2 ncr. 
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ner, viz. He read his Confciiions, and Athi 
fwers to the Articles objedted againft him j 
lometimes encouraging him with PromifeSj 
and fometimes threatening him with Fir6 and 
Faggot.j and whctf thcfe would not move 
him from the Conftancy in his Faith, he pro- 
ceeded to Cbndemnation. 

After which he was delivered to the Shc-^ 
riffs of Middkfix^ who kept him in lafe Cuf- 
tjody till he was commianded by Writ to fend 
him to the Place of Execution* Accordingly 
Mr. Denly was ^carried to Uxbridge on Au- 
guji 8, 1555, where every thing was prepared 
for his Burning. 

At the Time of the Flames being aboiit 
him he fung Pfalms, till Dr. Stm-y ordered a 
Faggot to be thrown in his Face ; upon 
which he defilled for a while, to the Re- 
joicing of that good Mauj who pjrotefted, 
that he had marr'd a goo# old Song by it: 
But the other foon recovered bimlelf and 
fung again, though hurt, and io finging tJr 
pircd.^ 



<^^^^ 
^W^ 



^ 
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The HISTORY of 

Mr. JO HN NEWMAN. 

MRc NEWMAN was a Pcwtercr in 
London^ who accompanying Mr. Denly 
laft mentioned into EJftXy was apprehended 
with him, and at the fame Time examined by 
the Commflioners. He fpoke with the fame 
Spirit as Mr. Denly had done, and with un^ 
common Wifdom and Strength, making ^ 
Defence not only for himfelf, but for all Pro- 
teftants ; and (hewing, thiat he had i)ot cm- 
braced his Religion ralhly, and without Ex- 
amination ioto the Truth of it. The foUow- 
ihg Was the Tenor of his Plea : 

" That duti&g the Reign of }^\ngEdwarJ^ 
** he was daily inftrudlcd by continual Ser- 
^* mons, made by fuch. Preachers, whofe 
" Faith, Wifdom, Learning, ^nd virtuous 
** Living, were commended by all Men : 
** Thefe Preachers, faid he, taught us diligent- 
** ly a long Time, perfaading us by the AU 
•* legations of God's Word, that there was' 
•* no Tranfubftantiation, nor Corporal Pre- 
*^ fence in the Sacrament. Their Doiftrine 
^* was not believed by us on a fudden, but 
** by their continual Preaching, as alfo by coh'* 
«* tinyal Prayer, which we offered unto Godj^ 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



i8i 5l&e H J ST O R Y $J 

^^ thatwcntigbc not be deceived ; but if their 

** Do^rine was tfiie, that Qod would incltiM 

^^ Qxxp Hearts ^o leceiye it; or if it was no( 

•^ true^ ihat Cod^ through his preventing 

^- Ccacey would pceikvc and fortify us dgaiolt 

^^ the Errors of it j we were convinced, thro*^ 

** mature Deliberation, with the Concurrence 

' * and joint BelieT of "our Friends, thftt their 

^^ Labour was iupported by thi Word of 

*' God, and that their Doi^ine bore a AriA 

^^ Agr^eoiept with it ^ fo that we embraced 

. ^* and Vpccivcd it, as a very infallible Truths 

•^ for the Space of fcven Years. Wherefore^ 

f' UDtil i^ch Tixpe^ as our Confpiences are 

^' otherwise taugat and in|lrudcd by God's 

f« Word, we pannot, with Safety of oiir. 

f V Coitfclences, renounce it, or pay Obedience 

<f to ^ I^aws . of thsLt Church, which the 

^ Bi^tiB is at firefeiit fufa^d: to^ 4ndwe^ 

f^ truft in God^ th« the Qgecm's merciful 

' ' Highnefs, neither yiM hf;r moft faooonrabk 

<f Council, will in a Matter fd Faith u% < 

^« Compulfion or Violence: Bfipaufe Faith 

« is the Gift of God, and cometh not of 

f' Mao^ neitbftt of M^-s Law^ neither when 

" Me«r^ifc it, b»$ at, fucb TiaKsas<5o4 

V givctbit/^ 

Spch^as the Sprii^fh^fe and WifflfiUJ erf 
his 4$^ol()g]f : But^ alifisl it av^ilf^ nothing 
A$ the Prpcefs agaif)^ him was ca^ed on b|r 
PiC^i/h .Perfeoitors, ^be Solidity of his Rea^ 
jfoning fod, Pictv, 4id twt iflfcrea^ tfadlr JPtagc«, 
. ' ■' ■ They 
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TiMjr vMre apt to be panified but \sf futtii^ 
him- to a cniel Deacb; and ib he was Jed- to 
the Suke at ^afrm-WBUen^ixiMtXy^ah tberkft 
Day of Augt^ i^^^.mhtK he ibfiprcd'tbe 
Torment ^ ib^ Flai^as iw»tb iiitn9ox»d>]<r 
CeftftaDcy. 



The HISrORlf of 

Bifliop RIDLET, 

AND 

Bifcop LATJMEH. 

up at NesmofMi upon <71b^. He wai deicenle^ 
4}f ag9Qd Famiiy b tfati Ceuntjr, ah(j was 
a comely* well proportioned, and gracefal 
Pcrfol), doqaejot and doie in Im Speeeh and 
Writing V9m aa eactfaordiaary Memory, 

Heftuily'4 in the UAiv^riity t£ Canthridge^ 
9«l^ ,4lb ifooo attained \o the .ehicf Ho> 
noursy Msg choTe Mafter of F€miri^i'i&^^ 
aod taking hie Degree of Dodor of Bivinity, 
A^ tlMi 1^ firaydled into France, tind on iiis 
RjQtum was oiade G^adatn to MiLg ^^;«nr , 
VIM. a«d «hoD deGgmd by hiS|tftg|tM 
Bidioprkk of R«e^ift*ri though lie w^liit 
confectiued tilt S^teuiier 1547, which was 
Blifjer the Reign of Edward VI, by whom 
N 4 he 
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he was tranflated to the Sec of London, Aprif 

J. 1550- 
\yhen he was advanced to thefe eminent Sta-^ 

tions, itfoon appeared that he had a penetrating 

Wit, was a wife Counfellor, and of ^ gentle 

and merciful Difpofition, which, among 4»ty^ 

dry Inftances, appearsjn the Tendcrnefs an4 ^ 

indulgence, which he (hewed to Mrs. Bonner^ ^ 

Mother of the fiery Bifliop and fierce Perfe- 

jcutor of that Name 5 always calling her 

Mothw', never failing to fejid for her to Din-? 

ner and Supper, having provided a Lodging 

for her at Fulbam, and placing her at the 

H*^4of his' Ta)>le, let who woijld ^inc or 

fupr^kh him, even the greateft Lords of the 

Council : Which great Humanity was after- 

<erwatds but ill repay cd by the cruel B(W!w^i 

HRrho 0flt only deprived Mr. Shipjidcy the bcr 

lOK^ Brother-in-law of Bifliop Ridley ^ of his 

JPlace^^hpt like wife attempted to take away his 

Oar; Bifhop and Holy Martjrr was firft 
brcaighjt' over to the right Knowledge of the 
Oofpel by jceadiog Bertram's Book on the 
Sa«faixi(nt, and confirmed therein by Conf^i'^ 
ftBC^ m^ Cfwinur ^nd. Peter Mariyr^ and 
fo bcctme a great Promotef of tke^Refor- 
. nation m iht^^^Chw^.^ He^wtas jfo diligent 
in. the ^ifcb^r^^. IMI^'"^^ 
\^nd(ijig/ifsd Holyr:Jpii^b% preached^ in fome 
Plaae jOt /)thfr^ «sccept,be waft himkred by 
vi^^igbtjt Aifftir^ ^ tarhofe Divine Difcourfes 

thg 
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people flocked like Bcc8 ta tHeiWaee Pkfwero 
of the Valley. He did not only preaob; but 
ifaew'd and confirotodn<hU Dc^trrnrl^ his 
holy Ufe* of whicfa^ as ^viwH M of hit great 
Succefs in preachings iImt had kid tbcr £lreft 
Foundation in his Youth, having, i^hen a. 
Student in Pembrske^Hail^A^tfni witboot 
Book almoft all St. P4mh Epifties, «fid alt 
the other Canonical Epiftks aUb-, ^ Adva»- 
lage ^f which be carryed with him all irtie 
r^ of his life; not doubting, as be faith 
bimfelf, but the fweet Savoofiof it would fol- 
low him to Heaven. " 

Hugh Latimer ymB born in hdcefifirjhire^ 
And fent to the Univerfity of Cambridge^ at 
the Age of Fourteen ; where pafiing tbrou^ 
the ufual Exerciies, be apptyed bimfelf to rtic 
School Divinity : He became at firft fo m* 
toxicated with Popiih Superftition, that he 
bad a Fancy he could not be damned, if he 
was once a profefled Friar j and the Excefr 
of his Zeal for that Religion, is likewtle par* 
ticularly exprefled in the Orajrion which he 
made, wben he proceeded Batchelor of Di- 
vinity againft Fhtlif Milanffbon : Tbeugh in 
the Courle of Time, fuch was the Goodnefs 
«ttd mo'^cifbl Purpofeof God, he proved not 
only A tme C^riiUan Man, but a burning and 
ihining Light in the Cai^ c^ the Goipel; 
through whofe Di^nce^ Learning, and 
Courage, many were converted to the Truth. 
This one xpe<aed Change was wrought in 

him 
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lum by a pious and <:haritable Stratageni,o£ 
Mr. J^huy, who ot^erving his Difpofition, 
and conceiviBg a Brotherly Compaffion to* 
warcls faim» confidered within homielf which- 
might be thr peqwreft Means to inform and 
oalighteii hia U^dorftanding. Th^ Method 
be ttfed was this : Hewent UiKioi, and defined 
him to take his ConfeflkHi, which Latimer 
i^adily oomplyed with» jaod be fo cffsdtiayy 
wwu^t upon his Heart, tbrou^ the AffiT*. 
taooe of the %>irit of God, that A-om that 
Time forward Mr. Lcaimer &t faimfelf to 
iearch for Truth, and the Knowledge of i)w 
Wiil of Ood, in the Scopusres only j be- 
«0miiiga zeajoos Pcofeiitcn:. of the Gofpel. Que 
•f the Measi through which Mir. Bibiey cnr 
gaged him to embrace the Truth, Mr. LtHi" 
mer ^t« forth in a Con^noe he .held widi 
Dr. mdky, •* Sir, %s be. to I^Oiop Ridiey, 
H.I beg^ now tofmell what you mean, \xf 
tf dealiag io this Manner with tas ; you oft 
«* me, aa Bibtey did once, when he convert^ 
** me } .^wendiag as though he woiUd bf 
<* tsu{^of one, he ibught Ways and Meaesto 
*' teaoh me, ad»d ib do yen." 

Ff (MiEi he»ce£»r ward be was engaged in per* 
fxtoalCoofiiAs inOeCmoboC d^iTrufih } and 
when>|ki»A4fei:|am^e«iBd:agtiiifihinii, Aat 
hy iiBpftating ^om. the Gbureb of Btm^ht 
mad«:)^$oeadi ip the Eieuigelical Unity, h» 
rctwned^his A^&rer;: The Name of Peagt 
IS beaolifaV ^^l^^P^inoo^ <^ ^wtj is iiir i 
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ygt ihcTc is no douht^ but that the only Fe^^co 
x>f the Church is founded in Cinji, and thp 
only Unity in Truth; Let our Unity be to 
Verity, am not in P(fery. 

NoxwitbflandiUig he was often accuyfed m 
the R«%n oiHjtm'y VlII^ he was citen pre^ 
(erv^d through lbs Power and Fjivour of hit 
Prinee, and in the Year J534, on the Dcfari- 
yatioB <^ ^er^me Gbinucti ^was promobpd ta 
the BiApprick of JVQrfefier\ in which Star 
tion, though he could not io all Things ac- 
guit himfelf according to his Pefire, yet ht 
lo 0)pderat<^ the fuperftitious Pradlices' thea 
in ufe» that they could not poffibly hate beem 
|:Qntinued with kfs Hurt or Detriment 40 Re«* 
ligion. The following Story fliews the C(>u^ 
1(3^^ he had in correding Vice. 

It W9S a Cuf^m in the Reign of King j&/« 
mpard, that upon New-t^ar$-JOay, eve»y Bi(hop 
attended upon the King with a Gift t SomQ 
laqode a Prefcnt of Gold, fomc of Silver, fome 
pf one Thing, i(»neof another; batBijfhop 
Latimer brought with him a Pkiff^ Te/la^^ 
t»etft, inclojfed in ^ Napkin, having this Text 
wrought upon 4t, as a Po^ or Matpo, jPor- 
fUf^ores et ^Juiferos judie4mt D^mimts; 

As he 2ealoufly ^gbt the Salvation of Meo^ 
loeidtfae AmeiMkiieQt # their live^ie met 
fdth many Coafli^ in^fKirii)!!^ his Puty in 
, |hat Branch of it, » wdias inhisi)ppo£itton 
ta Ifepifh JdoUtry. To which he was fo 
much the i^re expc(fed, at them was oat any 
Pc|;ree or St^tipn of Grandeur exempt from 
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his Reproofs; which were not unfuitablc, 
or improper in the Ambaflfador of him, who 
is no Rcfpeiflor of Perfons. 

This once occafioned an Attempt to ruin 
his Credit with the King, before whom he 
was accufed, as if he had uttered feditio.u$ 
Words, or raifed fome evil Report, in a Ser- 
mon preached by him at Court. At which 
he was not difinayed, but juftified himfelf 
upon the Matter he was impreached of, lay- 
ing. That he had preached in Difcharge of 
his Confciehce, and according to the Circum- 
ftances of hfs Audience, and infifting cm a 
Right fo to do ; fpeaking of his Station, as a 
Preacher of the Court, as a Thing he had not 
fought for, exprefling his Willingnefs to rcfign; 
it 5 acknowledging that there were others 
more deferving pf it; and offering to carry 
their Bdbks, when the King (hould promote 
them to his Service. 

When he had done fpeaking, the King not 
appearing to mind what had been faid by one 
Side or the other, turned the Pifcourfe, and 
this put an End to the * Acqufation ; though 
his Friend^ expefted a quite contrary Eve^nt, 
and came to enquire about it with TearsHn 
their Eyes. '\ ^ ^ 

Upon publifhing the fix bloody Artides, in 
the Year 1 539, 'which confirmed fo mahy-qf 
the horrible DoariAes of Popci'y, his Con* 
fcience^nbt allowing him to conform to theih^ 
he refighed his Bi&oprick of his pwn accord. 
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and throwing off his Rochet skipped for 

Joy. 

He was at length committed to the Tower ^ 
where he continued a Prifoner for the Re- 
rfiainder of King Henrf^ Reign ; but when 
that Prince died, which happened on the 
2Sth of January 1547; and the Gofpel re- 
viving on the Acceffion of King Edward^ Mr. 
Latimer was forthwith releafed from his 
long Confinement. At which Time the 
Hoofe of Commons addreffed the Protcdor 
to reftore him to his Bifhoprick ; * 
fufed that Favour, and chofe a f 
where he might have moft Time u 
Word of God -, which Exercife h 
performed, to the great Increafe a 
tion of the Faithful, rifing genen 
and Summer, about Two of tl 
the Morning to prepare his Diic( 
he was then above 70 Years of Age. 

King Edward VI. dying on the idtb of 
July 1553, aPurfuivant was foon after fent 
to call Dr. Latimer to Court, to give an Ac- 
count of his Dodlrine 5 which Summons be 
readily obeyed, and being forthwith impri- 
foned, he fuftained * many Infults with won- 
derful Patience and Conflancy, which he 
'particularly (hewed when the Lieutenant of 
the Tower refufed toaUow him Firing, tho* 
in a frofty Winter, and he was almoft ftarvcd 
with Cold ; for he was committed Prifoner in 
the Month of September r^sZ* ^pon this 

cruel 
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cruel Ufage of the Lieutenant/ he £ent him 
this doubtful Meflage in a pleafant Way, That 
if he did not take better Care of hiu^, per-i. 
baps beipigbt deceive himi He aboundied 
in fuch Kind of Sa^in^, and it did not pro- 
ceed fronft Levity of Mifid^ but fr^>m a quiet 
^nd fettled Reaiba. 

> hi the Veark)Iloviring<^i554) he withBMbc^ 
Ridky and Archbi(hop Cranmer^ vras feat 
down to Oxford to difpute ^kh ibtne felefi 
Doftors of both Univerfities, in order to cbih' 
fut€ them of their Errors, and clear up the 
Truth, in the Face of that Univerfity. They 
were put under Confinement in feveral Places^ 
and in a few Days brought to the Sdioolgy 
to difpute upon tbefe two Queftions, viz. 
Whether, after the Words of Confecra- 
tion and pronounced by the Prteft^ the na^ 
tural Body of ChriO: is really in the Sacta-i 
mejit I 2* Whether, after the £iid Words of 
Confecration, there \b m liie Eacfaarift any 
other Subiknce than that of the Flefh aad 
Blood of Chrift remaining? In the Pi^- 
tadon the Priibners maintained^ That tJie 
true and natural Body of Chrift, after the 
Confecration by the Prieft, is not really pre* 
lent in the Sacraosent of the AUar^ but thast 
the Suhftance of the Bread and Wiao 4oA 
Hill remain; aod tfaac the Sacrifice of ^tjb» 
Mais is no propitiatory Sacrifice for the Quick 
and the Dead. 
But becaufe what isa0erted in Di^^ptatioa 

may 
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may not be ysStXy charged ufxm learned Men 
as their own Opini<ms, or htretkal^thereforey 
m order to their CondemnatioD, certain Per- 
fons were commiffioned by Cardinal Pok^ 
the Pope's Legate a Lsterey ta examiiQe them^ 
a» being accii&d to have often a^ted them, 
and to take their Anf^ers^ 

Ridiey was firft cxaminedi,, who having re« 
ocmnced all Obedience to the Cardinal^ a^ 
aiding by the Pope's Powcr^ anfwered thus ta 
ih^ h\A C^ftions:^ In the Sacrament of the 
AUar is the natural Body and Blood of Ghri^ 
wr^ eB realiter, \. e. indeed and really^ if we 
underftand the Words fptritually by Grace and 
Efficacy ; for fo every worthy Receiver re- 
ceivcth the very Body of Chrijl j but if by 
. really and ttdeed be meant, that a lively and 
moveable Body is included under the Forms' 
of Bread and Wme^ thea ia that Senfe Chrift'sr 
Body is not really and indeed in the Sacrament. 
That in the Sacrament there is a certaki 
Change in this^ that the Bread, which before 
waa common, % by Coniecration,^ made % 
Uvely ReprefcntatioB of Chrift's Body, and 
imX only a Figure, but e&dualty reprefentetb 
€hrift'% Body. This is no fmaH Reprefenta- 
ti<Hi, but fuch a Change as no mortal Mai> 
can make,^ but the Omnipotence of Chrift'a 
Wostiodlyj but notwi&ttanding this Muta- 
tion, all 1^ Doftors confefs, that the tme Na- 
ture and Subftance of the Bread and Wine 
remaincth, with which the Body is in like 

Manner 
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■ Manner nouri(hed,as the Soul is by Grace aiii 
Spirit witli the B'ofly of Chrift. 

Thefe Anfv^crs being given ta the two firft 
Queftions, his Anfwer to the third Was dc- 
' tnanded, whidh he thus gave : Cbriji^ as St^ 
Paul writteth, made one perfeft SacriiSce for 
the Sins of the whole Word, nor can this Sa- 
' crifice be repealed^ The Sacrament is a Sa- 
crifice of Praife and Thankfgiving acceptable 
to God 5 but to fay that our Sins arc by it 
taken away, fwhich is done by Ghrift's Paf- 
fion alone) is a great Derogation to Cbrifi's 
Merits, and in EfFefl declares that Chrifl died 
in vain. 

After this Examination, Dr. Ridky yjt^ 
committed to the Keeping of the Mayor, and 
being called the next Day before the Cbnoh- 
miflionersat St. M^r/s, the Biihop of Lincoh 
asked him, whether he ftili perfevered in his 
former Anfwer, or was cctotented to revoke 
bis former Affertions, and in all Points fubmit 
to the Determination of the Univerfal Church, 
to which he faid he exhorted him, bccaufe he 
faw him in the Way of Perdition. 

Dr. Latimer being brought into Cbort, the 
Biftiop of Lincoln exhorted him in many 
Words to return to the Unity of the Church 
which he was fallen from. And then the faijic 
Articles, which before were adminifteJtd to 
Dr. Ridley^ were read to Mr, Latimer y and 
he was demanded to give a plain Anfwer upon 
each of them. 

Latimer^ 
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Latimer^ now above Fourfcore Years of 
Age, refufcd to anfwer their Arguments; he 
faid his Memory failed him, but that he kntyi 
his Faith depended upon the Word of God. 
Then he was dirmiiTed, and ordered to appear 
next Morning in St. Mary's Church. 

The next Day, being the ift of Odiober^ 
the Commiflioners met in St. Marfs Church, 
and then Dr. Ridley was brought before them. 
The Bi(hop of Lincoln ftood up, and began 
to repeat the Proceedings againft him the 
pay before, and that they had noted his An* 
fwers to the Articles exhibited to him; hbwever^ 
he had Liberty to make what Alterations in 
them he thought fit, and to bring his Anfwer 
in Writing. Then, after fome Difcourfe be- 
tween them. Dr. Ridley pulled out a Sheet of 
Paper, and began to read what he had writ- 
ten, but the Bi(hop of Lincoln commanded 
the Beadle to take the Writing from him. 
Dr. Ridley faid, it was nothing but his An- 
fwer, and defired leave to read it, but it was 
notfuflFeredj fo he delivered the Paper, and 
the Bi(hop of Lincoln and others looked over 
it privately, but would not permit it to be 
()penLy read in Court : But his Articles were 
again read to him, and his Anfwers were again 
required to each, but be rcfufed them,, and 
re Jrrcd himfelf to his ,v$rritten Paper, and fo 
the Notary put it down. 

.T]he Biibop of Gloucefier^ another of the 

Commiffioners, then mude a long Oration^ 

O per- 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



^\ "The Hli T OR Y^ 

perfuading Dr. Ridley not to be fetf-doriccited, 
but to recant, and fbrfake hisr 0|iiniohs, ahd 
to return to the Unity of the Chiirch. Dr^ 
Ridley anfwered, that he had no**Opinioh of 
his own PartSy but was fuHy peifukdfed, that 
the Religion which he defended, wai grounided 
upon God's Word ; and therefore without 
great Offence to God, and griat Peril aincl 
Damage to his own Soul, he could not fbr- 
fake his Mafler and Lord God. He deftt^etl 
Leave to (hew his Reafons, why with a* falfe 
Confcience he could not admit of the Air- 
tbority of the Po^e, btft that was denydd 
hin^. 

Then the FifKop of Lincoln faJd M #M 
lorry for his Stubtx^rnefs, and that he ^6iiM 
not recant his Errors. And fa?d hfe fAttft 
proceed to the other Part of their CotiimiSkiHy 
and began to read the Sentence of Cofhdcffl- 
nation again ft him 5 a^d that bbing eirded, Ife 
wais carried back to Prifoh. 

Dr. Latimer was theh brought \Mti Coflrf 
in St. Mary^ Chutch-, arici the Bidio|> off 
Lintdh toM him'. That tho' they had yfeflttf- 
day examined him, yef they had given hiA 
Time to confider, and fee if he woalfl ttciHi 
his Errors, and return to ihtCatbblic Chiirctt; 
Latimer anfwered, That the Rdm'ah CHtiJtfi 
was one iThing, arid the Catholk fcMiiith 
another. 

Then the Articles wfcre again . rfeiti ta iJim, 
and he required to mdke Anfwet i6 them j 

but^ 
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bijt h^ vjrould fay nothing but as he had before, 
and to the -Notary entered it accordingly: 
Xheii the Biftio^, o£ Lincoln exhorted bini 
tp, Eiecant anjl. revoke his Errors, as he did 
I>X^ J^idkf.i bu^t Mr. Latimer anfwcred^ Th^t 
be Bfti^ej; could nor would deny his Matter 
Cbrift and his Truth. 

'ifh^n the Biftiop bade him hearken to 
bjim., wjicn Mr. Lafimer expedking new Mat- 
tpi:,,^ye E^r ; but the Bifliop read the Sen- 
tence of Cond^nination againft him, andfo 
broke up the Selfion, giving the Mayor Charge 
of I/<^//w/r as his Priloner. 

pn the I5tb of OElober 155^, Dr. Brooks^ 
:pjij[hpp of GltHtfejler i and Dr. Marjhal^ Vice- 
ChaacellojT of the Univerftty, degraded Dr^ 
Ridley m bis Prifon ; and next Day, the i6th^ 
tb? Oficres brought both the Prifoners to the 
Pl^cf of Execution, which \vas the Town- 
|)itt:h \fchind Balioi-CoIIegey near where the 
Theatre pp^ ftands. They (he^ the Stone at 
ibis p^y, which n^arks the Place of their Mar- 
t^r(lo|ii, with that 9f Archhifhop Cranmer^ 
)jrbo fuflfered the Spring following, of whom 
\Ye (hail fpeak hereafter. 

Dr, Ridley came in a black Gown furr'd, 
and a Velvet Tippet, fuch as he ufed to ijvear 
^)ief) he wgs Biftipp 5 and Dr, Latimer was 
clad in q^p old Frieze Coat, w ith iSkirts down 
to his Feet. When they were at the Strike, 
thgy embraced and kif^d eacb other • and Dr^ 
'Ridley faid, Be of good Com(ort^ Brother, 
O 2 for 
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for God will either affuagc the Fary of the 

Flame, or ftrengthen us to endure it 

Then they knelled down on each Side of 
the Stake, and made their private Prayers to 
God, with great Earneftncfs. . One Dr. Smithy 
who recanted the Errors of Popery in King 
Edwards Reign, preached a (hort Sermon, 
^vjaxing therh with Herefy, and being out of 
the Church of Chrift. When the Sermon 
was ended, Dr. Ridley asked Dr. Latimer 
if he would anfwer it, but Latimer defiring 
him to do it firft, he kneeled to the Com- 
miflioners, agking their Leave to fpeafc two 
or three Words, which being denyed, he rofe 
up and faid with a loud Voice, Well then 
we commit our Caufe unto Almighty God, 
who will indifferently judge us all. 

Then they were bid to prepare for the 
Fire, which Ridley did by pulling off his 
Cloaths to his Shirt, and giving them away^ 
So they were both chained to the Stake, and 
then they brought a lighted Faggot, and laid 
it at Dr. Ridley*^ Feet : Upon which Latimer 
faid to him, Be of good Comfort, and play the 
Man; we (hall this Day, through God's Grace, 
light fuch a Candle in England^ as I truft 
will never be put out. 

When the Fire flamed towards Dr. Ridley^ 
he cried with a loud Voice, Into thy Handt^ 
O Lord, I commend my Spirit 5 Lord receive 
my Spirit ; Lord receive my Spirit > often re- 
peating the (ame Words. 

- Dn 
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Dr. Latimer^ likcwifc, prayed with equal 
Vehemence, O Father of Heaven receive my 
Soul'y then bathing his Hands in the Flame, 
and as it were embracing it, he foon gave up 
the Ghoft. And it was not long before the 
other alfo fell down at his Feet, (though he 
firft fuffered extreme Torment ;) fo that their 
facred Aihes mixed together, and flili feemed 
to-prefcrve their former Union : Tbey were 
lovefy andpkafant in their Lives^ and tn their 
Deatbi they were not divided. 



The HISTORY of 

ROBERT SMITH. 

MR. ROBERT SMITH was a 
Man aiSive in Bufinefs, and ferved 
Sir Thomas Smith the Provoft of Eton- Col- 
lege^ wjio gave bina a Clerkftiip of 10/ per 
Annum. He delighted much in Painting, 
which he pradifed more for Diverfion than 
Gain. In Religion he was fervent, when 
be came to underfland the Truth, in which 
he was confirmed by the Preaching and Read- 
ing of Mf .^^Fw-«^r and others, at Wind/or. 

But upon Queen fl/^jr/s coming to the 

Crown, he was deprived of his Clerkfliip by 

the Vifitors, and not long after fent up a Pri- 

foner to Bonner Biihop of London^ and com- 

O 3 mitted 
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inittcd by him to Newgate. He was feveral 
*rimes brought before the Bifliop, at his Pa- 
lace b Londdn^ an4 there examined by him 
*$hd others, 

At his firft comihg, the Bifl^opaskod him^ 

*Hovv long it Was firtce he was c6nfeflcd tea 

Trifift ? T^o which he ariifwercd, Nevfer fince»I 

came to Years of Pifcr^ion ; for I nevfer 

Taw it i^eefdful, ndr toihilnatided by GcJd,'fo 

cbme ai^ (bew my Faults tb any oi that fiii* 

ful Number whom ye call Prifefts. 

Mr. Smithy not only in this^ but in all bis 
^nfwers at his Examination^ fiiewed an un« 
daunted Fortitude, by 'which he often pro- 
voked the furious Bi^op Bonner to fwear; 
Which 5w/£> rebuked him for, jmttljAg llim in 
Mind of the fober and meek Demeanor, 
which the Apoftle Stf P^r^/ requires in a 
^hriftian Biftiop. ^ 

When the Sentence waS read' agjfinft him, 
which bp§in§ In Dei Nomine^ he* fdd to the 
Bifl^op^ that he began in a wrpiig "Nanic ; 
asking him, in what Part of the 'Scripture 4ic 
learnt the Form of condemning a Man to 
Death, for believing according td bis ' Om-^ 
fcience, Biit the Bifliop i^ad on to thd Eiid, 
and then faid, Away with bim, 

Then faid Smith to niy Lord*^Miay6r,'Is 
it not enough for you, my I^brd' Mhybr, and 
ye who are the ^Sheriffs, that yeh^ave lefl'thc 
ibait Way of the Lord, btit that ye miJft'Cdn^ 
^?mn tbrijl cadfelefly ? 

B»t 
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Bat the Sheriffs and Bifhop cried. Away 
with him: Well, good Friends, (aid Mr. 
Smithy yc have feen and heard the great 
Wrong that I have received this'Day ; and 
jreare all Witnefles, that I have defired the 
' l^tobatjon c^ our Cafe by God's Book, and it 
^ath not Jxieji granted nne 5 but I am con- 
•^3ernned, /a^d my Cau^fe j^ot tear^. ' Never- 
thdeis, niy Lord -.Mayor, forasmuch as you 
have exercifedf Gjjfl's Svyo^d. 'cauf^leflyi and 
Vwifl jpor hear^the Rjg^t of the^'Poor, I com- 
mit my Caufe 'tofAlmisKty (jod, ' that will 
Judjgc all Men 8^cc^dlng . to Right, before 
. wnQm"'.^dtfi"I anc^ yail (hairffatnd' without 
JRLeipeaL of Autiior W: Apd' thpre jvin f ftahd in 
the Right, and h^ye true Judgment to \our 
jgre^t Confufion, except you rcfpent ; which 
•the Lord graiityou may,' if it be His Will'/ 
. . Aqd thcp jyir. Sw//i&,' with others vvho were 
• condemned, were carried 'back ' to J^eivgate. 
Where ^by^ the Exappi{ile of his Coura^,' he 
confirmed and^ flr^ngthenecl his brethren' who 
\ '^ei5 In.lPnfon witli r^^ • 'vftp being lodged 
':^n an outw ing to the .PrijTon 

oi' l4epgate^\i2i3L \ ^odly Djfcpurfes 

' 'with oiie'ai^ojt^er, v [^yeV, ^and public 

Rea4ing of theSjcrjpturesV And he'vvas not 
only, folicitious fbt^\h9le .his Fellow^ 
who were in Borids fdr^tfie Caufe of the 
Gofpel ; but his DiUigence likewife extended 
to the Malefadors^ who, were at the fame Time 
Prifoners with him j for hp ceafcd notto diffuade 
O 4 them 
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them from their Iniquity, and wicked Courfe 
of Life 5 and he enlightened and converted 
many of thena to the Truth. 

He fuflfered at Uxbridge, at the fame Time 
with Mr. Denly -, fpeaking many Things to 
the Edi^cation of the People, and willii^ 
them to think well of his Caufe, and not 
to doubt but that his Body (hould rife again ta 
Life. 

Some Time before his Death, he wrote a re- 
markable Letter, confifting of many folid and 
divine Precepts, of which the Reader may 
^ find a Specimen in the following Sentences. 

** Be always an Enemy to the Devil, and 
•* the World, butefpecially to your Flefli. 

^* The Heart hath its Ears, as well as the 
" Head : And in hearing of good Things 
^* join them together. 

*' Hate the Sins that are pajft, but cfpecially 
*^ thofe to come. 

" Be ready at all Times to look to your 
" Brother's Eye, but take Care to examine 
"your own; for he that warneth another 
« of what he himfelf is faulty, giveth his 
" Neighbour the Wine which is clear, and 

keepeth the Drees for himfelf. 

'^ Above all other Prifoners, take Care to 

yifit your oWp Soul, for it is inclofed in a 

perilous Prifon." 
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The H I S T O R Y of 

JOHN THILPOT. 

MR. JOHN PHILPOT WM 
the Son of Sir Peter Philpot of Ham- 
Jhire^ and was brought up in New-CoUege in 
Ojg/iri, where heftudied for fix orfevcn Years, 
applying^ himfelf to the Civil Law, as alfo to 
the Knowledge of Languages, and particularly 
of the Hebrew. 

Having finilhed his Studies in the^Univer- 
fity, he went to travel in Italy^ add other 
Countries, from whence returning to England^ 
he was made Archdeacon of Wincbefier^ un- 
der Dr. Poinetty who had fuccecded Bifhop 
Gardiner y it being in King Edward's Reign. 

When Queen Mary came to thfc Crown, 
being refolved to extirpate the Proteftant Re- 
ligion, (he affembled a Convocation of Pre- 
lates and learned Men, to difpute upon the 
Controverted Articles of Religion, which 
theii divided the People^ where, as it was pre- 
tended, each Side might have Liberty to 
fpeak their Minds freely, and defend their Opi- 
nions, in Order to the fettling Truth, and 
compofing Differences 5 propofing when this 
3hew was ended, to proceed with a better Co- 
lour in her bloody Purpofcs. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pbilpot was prefent. as Ws Rank and 
.Station*ia tbe Church required ; and here be 
difputed with, a Ze^l and Courage fuitable to 
the Caufe he was engaged in ; expofing the 
IdgUtry of R^me^ ,and defending the Xrutth 
and Simplicity. o^. the Chriftian Do&rin^, in 
Oppofition to the Incroachmentsand Inno- 
^V*tions. »f cPoppry. 

. NpliwilthftandLpg the Liberty of ^fcb, 

,5yhich is ^claimed as the . Privilege pf ^ GoQy,Q- 

c»tiQn,.,Mr. Pbilpot was foon callpd ^pon^to 

,^nfwer for wbat'lie bad f^id thpre,; fifit ^efprc 

,iis Or4iaary, . Dr.. Garjiifer , Bjflxop oiitf^^n- 

cbejler^ then Lord High Chan(;ellor,i by, wbpjW 

^he ,was ftnt p ; Biflipp Bonner^ ,,aft^ , ^ther 

-.Comraiflioners^at LohJony.^ct be hafi bi^n 

vkfipt,Prifqnpr ,a Year and a b?ilf in ^he Kfng'j- 

; IJei-was twice befpre.^the Cotpmiffiopefs, 

who queftioned him , about the M^is, apd 

wquM (recent iwh^t be had 

d in the CppvqHC^tipn.poufe; 

answer .them^ v^ill.tb^y ^.w;puld 

liffion; apd .objected ag^inft 

f the Court, a|lefiging, .That 

. beipgrpf j tbe Dipcefe ^i,Winfbe/iery,^Q .l^ght 

.not^to^Vw^r.^o^py ptber Ordinary ;. tb^t^ if 

;,bql?^dA^mm(ittcd/a9y Q:ime,^b^ ^kcady 

. been . punifbed for, it, by Jhavi^g, ibeQn^.ipi- 

. prifop^d ,by b^s Ordinary ;. andttlwt ^^e^J^ws 

, did npt .admit, tbal;Va ]VJan (hppld J^e.^vyicc 

called to Account tor . tbqfame, p^Pp *^(^^ 

liKewife 
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Ukewife pleaded. That he had not dUputed 
4ipion Qg^ftions which were raifed by hiinlelf, 
-but upon fuch Topics only, as the Proiccutor 
had propofed for the Difcuflion of the Af- 
fembly/ with Licenfe to the Members to (peak 
their Minds, a^d maintain their Sentiments 
fgccordiog to their Confciences, and the beft 
'of ^ their Learaipg and Knowledge. But he 
f/aid, that 'he did not alledge the Incompe- 
tency of the Judicature, becaufe • he was un« 
i^illitJg to^aniwer, or give an Account of his 
'Faith, but becaufe he faw no juft Reafon why 
he (hould expofe himfclf .to Danger, when in 
any Cafe the Xaw did not require it at his 
- Htods ; that he would f fay ^ to the Bifliop, as 
^'ht.^Ambmfe had once pleaded hdoxt Valen^ 
' ri/^A«'tber Emperor, T^e J^e^em^ etfiat cer- 
itamen \ Lay iafide «he Law, or. fufpend your 
, uihrped PoMfer, r and then require my ' Rea* 
fons. 

i Therefore though he^'excepted i^ainft * the 

JufifdiAion oi the Court, he did not ddcfine 

'-todifpute whh'them jipon flny Point tliey 

propofed to him. So that when Dr. Xlole 

ilbld 'him, That St. P^er^ imd ,becn Bifliop 

«of Rime for 25 Year^sy Pknow not, fays lie, 

iwhat yoU) mfiy* have %read upon this Matter, 

'>but if t we tompare your %AJertibn with the 

^^ptftlc which St. JP^W^roteto the Galatians^ 

^lit wili^InlaflifeilIy-;appear,^that it cannot be 

^^•i'ue'/that^ St. P^/^r could have lived ^t Rome 

> near that Time \ for he dyed about 35 Years 

after 
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after he was called to be an Apoftle ; and St. 
Paul maketh mention of his abiding at ye- 
rufalem after oar Saviour's Paflion more than 
1? Years. 

Dr, Storyy one of the Commiilioners^ 
looking at him, told him he was well fed : 
He faid. That it was no wonder, fince be 
had been ftall'd up in Prifon for a Year and 
a half. Which Anfwer he made to upbraid 
them for their Cruelty, who had fo long con- 
fined him in Prifon, without a jufl Caufe ; 
wherein he had contracted the Dropfy, which 
had all over fwollen his Body. 

As he difputed with great Fervor* to 
{hew that the Papifts had not fo much Rea- 
fon to call their Church Univerfal from the 
' Extent of it 5 he was reproved by the Bifliop 
' of Worcepry as if he behaved himfclf with 
" Boldnefs and Arrogance. To which he faid, 
I pray your Lordflijp to bear my hafty Speech ; 
I am naturally, though corruptly inclined 
to it 5 yet for all that, my Meaning is to fpeak 
to your Lordftiip . with Submiffion and Re- 
fpea. 

When he had fo perplexed them, that 
^ tliey knew not what to fay to him. Dr. Btorf 
asked him, If he did not propofc to fit in 
Judgment with Chrift in the laft Day, for 
being a {linking Martyr. To which the 
Martyr made an Anfwer, by which it ap- 
peared; that he did not di{avow the Privilege 
' V . of 
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of hit high Calling, yet he (poke upon it 
with Humility. 

When they came to difcourfe on the Sa* 
crament of the Lord's Supper, Mr. Philpot 
foreleeing that their idolatrous Notions con- 
cerning that Inftitution might draw fomc 
warm Words from him, which might fccm to 
derogate from that Holy Ordinance, .began 
bis Difcourfe in this Manner : ** I proteft to 
** your Honours, that I think as reverently 
•^ of the Sacrament, as a Chriftian Man 
/' ought to do;. and that I acknowledge the 
" Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Ctrifi, 
** roiniftercd after Cbrijf^ Inftitution, to be 
" one of the greateft Treafuresand Comforts 
** he has left us " 

When he was put in the Stocks, he praifed 
God, that he was thought worthy to imdure 
any Thing for the Name of Chrijl: Better 
it is, faid he, to fit in the Stocks, than to foffcr 
the Gorings of a troubled Mind ; and he aU 
ways through the whole Courfe of his Life, 
looked upon it as his moft important CarC| 
to keep bis Confcience void of Offence^ tPwarJs 
God and towards Man ; Though bis Woody 
Judge, finding himfelf worfted in the Argu- 
ment, flanderoufly charged him Mhb the 
Murder of his leather, and his haying beco 
accurfed by his Mother on her Death-bei). 

This monftrous Invention he may weU be 
luppofed to deny; but there was anc^er Oc- 
cafion on which he acknowledged himfelf 

to 
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to be accur^j.aad that waf when th« QiO^op 
fcnt for him to bear Mafs : He feid^ th^ 
beib^ accurfed and: under ExcommunicatM^n, 
he could not be prefent at the Mafs Upoa 
vAnoh it was ikid by his bloody Judge, That 
the Varlet Latimer (for fo he called that blef- 
ied Saint) had played fuch a Trick at Camr^ 
bri^e ; for hearing that the ViQc-Chancellpi; 
was coHiiog to hts Chamber to ei^^commuQi- 
cate him for hiis Herefies^ he Tent to tell hin:^ 
that he was (ick of the Plague, and^ fo dew 
kided the Vice-Chancellor, Which Story 
was probably 'coined in the fame Mint with 
tfaEtt which was mentioned of Mr. Pbilpot. 

On the 1 6th of DeamAer ^555, the BUhop 
c^ Ltmdon brought him into his Conii0;Qr]p 
Co&ft» after he bad b^en kept Prifaner iu his 
Cpftl-Hottfe, in Pater-Nqfter-Rtmy and lying 
00 a Bed of Straw. The Lord Mayw and 
Sheriffs of Lonihn were prefant in the Couct 
with divers others, and there Mr. Pki^ 
wa$ charged by the Bi£hop with thcfe three ^ 
Aftioles, wsf. 

'' I. That the kid John Pbilf^t was fallen 
^' frdm the Unity of Cbri/i^s Catholic Church, 
't and that he had been thereupon invited 
^' and required by the BiChop of London, and 
** alfo by many and diver? other CathoUe 
** Biibopj^ and other Learned Men, to rci- 
^* turn and <;ome home again unto the fame: 
*< And alfo that he had been offered by the 
^< faid Biihop^ that if he W09ld io return, >n4 

" confcfs 
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<^ codfefs his ITdrefiei, he flioaid be ttittci- 
*' fulty received, and httvt- afe much: Pa.. 
« voiir 9» he the faid BUh(^ could &eW 
« him. 

*' it That he had blarphanou%( fpdkeh 
** agaihil the Sacrambnt of the M&&^ ca^figit 
** Molatrjr and Abomiriatioh; 

•* HI. That He had fpoken and hokleh 
" a^iarinft the Sacrifice of the Altar, denyinjg 
*^« the real Prefenc^ of G6r$f?'s Body attd Blood 
" to be in the fain'e. . 

Thfcn the Bifliop of London necitcd the fol- 
lowin«^ Eothortation. 

« Mafter Pbilpoti this is to be toM yotf, 
** <hat if you, nor being yet reconciled to th© 
*• Urtity of the Catb6lic Churchy from whence 
" you did fatt in i!be Time of the kit Schifih 
*< hefe ra (his PLeatkb of Englatidy agahid the 
** Sde ApoftoH* of Rmiy witt now heartily 
" and obediently be reconciled to the Uriity of 
"the fame Catholic Chorch^ proieffing and 
** f^orhififig to obferve and keep^ to the beft 
** of yorfr Pftlwer, the Faith and Chriftiftn 
*< Rfcftgion.obrefved and kdpiof all Chriftian 
** Peo^ in the fettie: And ifioreovef, if 
;** ytJu, w^o heretofore fefpecially in the 
" Year df dUr Lord 1553, 15^4, tsSSi) ^^ 
** in one of thofe Years; have oflfendfcd a«d 
*' trfefpaflJid grievoufly againft the Satrificeof 
** tKfe Mafs, calling it Idolatry and Abomi- 
" nablfc; and Hke*<rife have dflfendisd and 

tktpiXkA againft the SaCt-bfiMUt of the 

« Altar, 
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** Altar, denying the real Prcfenceof Chritfs 
'* Body and Blood to be there in the iakl 
** Sacrament of the Akar ; affirming alfo 
** withal, material Bread and material Wine 
**x to be only in the feid Sacrament of the Al- 
** tar, and not the Subftance of the Body and 
'' Blood of Cbri/i: If you, I fay, will be re- 
*^ conciled as aforefaid, and will forfake your 
*' Herefies and Errors before-mentioaed, 
** being Heretical and Damnable 5 and will 
^f allow alfo the Sacrament of the M afs, you 
(hall be mercifully received and charitably 
ufed, with as much Favour as may be : If 
not, you (hall be reputed, taken, ai^d judged 
for an Heretic, as you are indeed. Now 
'^ do you chufe what you will do; you are 
** counfelled therein friendly and favourably.** 
The Bi(hop having ended his Exhortation, 
Mr. Philpat turned Mijifelf to the LcHrd Mayor, 
and faid : 

To you my Lord Mayor bearing the 
Sword, I addrefs myfelf, and am glad that it 
is my Chance now to ftand before that An-* 
thcrfity that hath formerly defended the Goipd, 
and ihe Truth of 'God's Word; but I am 
forry to fee that the Authority which rep^c- 
feiiteth the King and Queen'a Perfons, (hould 
now be changed, and be at the Command- 
ment of Antichrift. And ye (fpcaking to the 
ffi(hop,) pretend to be the Followers of the 
Aperies of Chrift, and yet ye be very Anti- 
cfa^ifis. Deceivers of the People. And I am 

glad 
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0ad that God hath givcQ me Power taHand 
here this Day, and to declare and defend my 
Faith, which is founded on Chrift. 

Therefore, as touching your firft Otjeiflion^ 
I fay that I am of the Catholic Church, from 
which I was never out ; and that your Church 
(tvbich ye pretend is the Catholic Church) 
is the Church of Rome^ and fo the Baiylo-^ 
cal^ and not the Catbotie Church 1 and I of 
that Churchy am I not. 

And touching your fecond Objeftion, which 
is, that I (hoold fpealc againft the Sacrifice 
of this Mafs ; I dp fay that I have not fpol^n 
againft the triK Sacrifice, but I have fpokea 
againft your private Mafles that you uie in 
Corners, which is Blafphemy to the true 
Sacrifice 5 for your Sacrifice daily reiterated is 
Blafphemy againft Chrift's Death, and it is a 
Lie of your own Inventions. And that abo^ 
minable Sacrifice which ye fet upon the Alar, 
and ufe in your private Mafies inftead of 
the lively Sacrifice, is Idolatry; andye^ndl 
never prove it by God's Word 5 tho'efore yq 
have deceived the People with that your Sa« 
crifice of the Mafs, of which ye make a. 
Masking. 

Thirdly, Where you lay to my Charj|;e that 
I deny the Body and Blood of Chrift td Jbe 
in the Sacrament of the Altar, I amaotfidU 
what Altar ye mean, whether it belbe Akar 
of the Cro&, (x the Altar q£ Stone$ and if 
ye call it the Saaament <tf tJofi Altar in r^fpt^ 

P of 
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of the Altaf of Stbrtd, tKeh I defy your Gbri^^ 
for it is a rbtten XJJ:>riJi. 

And as touching your Tranfdbftantkltion, 
I utterly deny it , for It Was brought Up firft 
by a Pope. 

Now as concerning your Offer made by the 
Synod, which is gathered together in Anti* 
thrift^s Name, prove me that to be of thft 
Ga/j6(^//V Church (which ye can nevir do) and 
I, will follow you, and do aiyou would hdMt 
me. 

But ye arc Idolaters, and daily do cdmmft 
Idolatry : Ye be alto Traylors, for in your 
Pulpits ye rafl againft good King», as Kifig 
Henry the Eighth, and King Edward \ht &Jti> 
who flood againft the ufurped Power i^f tht 
Pi(!)op of Rome^ againft whom ilfo I hiiv* 
hktn an Oath ; which if-you earn (heW mc^ 
by God's Law, that I hiaVe taken Unjuflliyy 
J will then yield unto you. But I pfay G0d 
to turn the King apd Queen's Hearts from 
your Synagogue and Chiirch, fdr yoaddabufe 
that good Queen. 

Then after foriie Di(coiir4 be bad Vrifth 
fbe Bifhop of Lttcbjield ktA Covintry^ aud 
feme Talk the Bi(h9p of London had coin- 
ccrnirig hinpfc with the Ldftl Maydr^thc Bifiiop 
of Lonim read'tke ciefihillvei'Sc^tferitc^iiifnft 
i/b:Vbilpot, and deliveV^ hSta to the'Stie^ifffc^ 
V^ffip broiight hifn thrdtlgh itiie Bifhi^pf's Hditih 
thio p4ikr-hcJiir-Rki)^ and there his Servant 
met hi&, and the Officers thruftbiil) awaiy, 

but 
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Jbiit at laft they peroutted him to go wit^ 
bis Maft?r (9 Ne^wgiftc, And Mr. Alex^ndir 
^p Keeper came to Mr. Pbilpot, Ah ! £a|d 
he, ^^ tb(f^ not done hjhU to bring thyfe{f 
bitber? Well, (aid Mr. Pbilpot, I muft l^ 
content, for ix i3 God*s Appointment. ' Pray 
let aie have your Favour, for I have been your 
old 4<^^ai"^^^^- Well, iaid Mr, jilexander^ 
j[q thou wil^t be ruled by me. 

Then Ifiid Mr. Pbilf^t^ I pray you (bevsr 
me what you would have me do. If you will 
tjBcapt, replied M^c Alexander^ I will fhew 
you what f*^vour I c^n. Nay, faid Mr. 
Phi^t^ I wil|f never jrecant, while I |iaye 
I^fc, that which I have fpqkcn, for it is cer- 
tain Truth, and in Witncfs hereof, I will fejil 
it vwith my Blood. 

This, faid 4Uxander^ is the Saying of all 
yoii Heretics ; apd fo he ordered him to be iet 
upon the Block, with as many Irons upon his 
Legs as he could bear. 

, Afterwards he It^^chcd Mr. Philpon 
Man for Mpncy, which the Clerk told him, 
his Maftqr h^d given hjni. Mr. Pbilppt 
faid, Good Mr* Alepc tender be fo much my 
Frieqd as to let the(e Irons be taken off. Give 
me my Fees, faid he, and they (ball be taken 

,off. What are y 01^ Fees, feid Mx.PBsipott 
Four Pounds, replied Mr. Alexander. The 
Qther faid he had not fo ipuch Mpncy^.^- 
but he would give him twenty Shillings, and 
would fend his Man to get it ; Ifor the Bi(h6p 
Pa Jtald 
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told me I (hould foon be difpatched, fo I 
(hall not trouble you long. What^s that to 
nit'^i2L\dL Alexander? and commanded him to 
ftridl Confinement. Whereupon Mr. Fbilp$t 
bade his Man go to the SheriflF, an3 tell him 
how he was ufed, and a Citizen of London 
went with him j and when the SheriflF heard 
the Matter, he took oflF his Ring, and ferit 
it by the Citizen to Mr. Alexander the Keeper, 
and commanded him to take oiFMr. Philpof% 
Irons, and ufe him gently. 

When ' Alexander faw the Ring, and heard 
the MeflTage, he took off Mr, Phiipofs Irons, 
and reftored what he had taken from his 

- Man ; but threatened to complain of the 
Sheriff. . 

The next Night, being the 17th of De- 
cember^ while he was at Supper, a Meflenger 
came to him from the Sheriffs to bid him 
make ready ; for the Day following he wis 
to fuffer at the Stake. He faid he was ready, 
and prayed to God for Strength and a joyful 
Refurredion. Then went he into his Cham- 
ber, and poured out his Spirit unto the Lord 
God, giving him moft hearty Thanks, that 
in his Mercy he had made him worthy to 
fufFer for his Truth. 

The next Morning he , came down . with 

- Joy to the SheritFs j and when two Officers 
^ took him up to carry him to the Stake, he 

faid aierrily, What would you make a Pope 

of 
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of me ! I am willing to go my Journey on 
Foot. 

At his firft Entrance into SmithfiiU^ he 
kneeled down and faid. That there he would 
pay his Vows 5 and afterwards, (hall I dif- 
dain to fuffer at the Stake for my Redeemer, 
feeing my Redeemer did not refiife to fuffer 
the vile Death of the Crofs for me. Then he 
repeated the io6th, 107th, and io8th Pfalms, 
and when he had iinifticd his Prayers, he 
iaid to the Officers, What haveydu ' done for 
me? Every one declaring what nehaddone^ 
he gave Money to each of them. Then 
they bound him to the Stake, and fet the Fire 
to him, and i:^ he refigned his Breath like a 
Lamb, praifing God, and fubmitting to his 
Pleafure 5 and in a Abort Time his Body was 
confumed to Afhes. . 



The HISTORY of 

ROBERT SAMUEL. 

ROBERT SAMUEL was Mi- 
nifter of Barfold in the County of 
Suffolk^ where he faithfully difcharged his 
Duty, inftrudling the People under his Care, 
in the true FaitH and Religk>n of Chrili^ 
during the Reign of KingS Edward VI. But 
when Queen Mary came to the Crown, he 
P 3 wai 
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wa8 fitencfcd, and deprived of his Bbneficei 
and commanded to put away his Wife, whom 
be hsid marrierd in the late King's Reign } bat 
this he refbfing to do, was forced to hidd 
himfelf for fear of his Enemies i but Joftice 
Jpcfitr of that County/ gave Orders for taking 
him, and he watched for him (b narrowly about 
his own Houie^ whither he was wont to 
Return at Night, t^i^t they apprehended him 
$boift Midnight^ and committed him toJpfmcb 
Goal, where he continued a while, and then 
yvas feot Prifoner to Norwich, 

At the laft Place^ he met with moft ua^ 
mercifol Treatment from BKhop Hoptm^ and 
Pr. Dunnirtgi his Chancelbr; Men who 
feekned to be Rivals in Qndty. In PrUod 
he was chained bolt*upright to a great Poft, 
in fuch a Manner, that .Aanding only on 
Tip-toe, he was fain to keep up the Poize or 
Weight of tl& Body only upon that Stay; 
and, as if that Torment bad feemed infuffi- 
cient, thefe cruel Men kept him in Prifon 
without Meat or Drink, whereby he was 
forely affiiafed With Hunger and Thirft • al- 
lowing him only two or three Morfels of 
Bread every Day, Vrtth threfc Spoonfuls df 
Water; not ibmuch topreferve his Life, 
as to increaie his Hunger^ land referve him 
for TormentB. 

He vj^ould bate drttnk his bwn Water to 
<|aen9b the Rage of bis TJirift, but his Body 

wai 
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VjfiS fo eoiaciated \yitii» Famine^ that it would 
not afford him even that Refrefhment. 

At laft he was condemned by the Bi(hop 
pf NQrwicff, and brpught forth to \fe burnt, 
which was far lefs Pain and Tpripent to him, 
than what he had already endured in Prifon. 

I^e was heard to declare this ft range Thing 
whii:b happened to him during his Impri- 
fonment, whereby it appeared thaj he was 
flivouieci of God in an extraordinary Manner, 
in prc«)qrtion as his Sufferings for the Sake of 
Cbriji exceeded the Torments of other Mar* 
tyr5. He reported at the Stakp^ ** Thaf being 
*^ famifhed, or pming with Hunger for two 
^< xa three Days» iifi M inlD a £kunher ;.at 
^* which Time he beheld a Perfon apparelkd 
" in white, who feemed to ftand heforc him^ 
** and miniftered Comfort to him in thefe 
'• ^prd^; Saffiuei, ^amtif/f b^ pf go^4 !^^% 
" and take a good Hearty for after this Day^ 
** thoujhalt neither bungernor thrijl. 

Thb, C2^ne accordingly topafs, for from 
tbat.Tiiie till he fuffcrjpd^ (^which braa^fomc 
Days after,) he had no Deiire either for Meat 
qr ^r4pk, but /e^n^ed tp h% nouriftied bi^ 
Fo^jd irpm Hcftyen, ^nd thi? |lie"4ecVjrBfl, 
^t ail Men might b^hpld the wcpcJerfud 
Wojki Qt God, and WsCafc pf^ig^^ntsj 
4y?0g» T^at he would h^yc reve^|<;cJ:r}|tewifc 
Oih^r Matters, concerpiiig ,^eV^»,CCpmforts 
lie received of qbrij^ [hh^J^^K^^ but 
^ W7/ ^^ the I^pwllpefs of '^^Fjsjart, to 
rv/ ' ^/ ^'4' '" " fay 
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&y no more of them, left he might feen^to 

boaft. 

The People were fo convinced of his being 
highly favoured of God, that they verily 
believed, as they looked on the Flames, that 
his Body (hined as bright, and as v^hite^ air 
new try'd Silver: And it likewife feemed, 
as if God had fpoken by his Mouth, and fent 
him to publi(h the Downfall of Popery, 
which he faid, would be at lad effeded, with 
horrible Subverfions and Mutations of King* 
doms and Countries. 

Hefuffered zilpjiuicb, Augufi 31, 155^. 



The HISTORY of 

JFILLUM WO L SET. 

AND 

ROBERT PIGOT. 

MR. fTILL lAMWOLSE rd welt 
at Well, in the Iflc of £/>. and was 
troubled for his Religion by Richard Bverardz 
Jaftice of Peace, by whom he was bound to hit 
^ood Behaviour, arid obliged to give Security 
till next Seffions held for the Ifle of E/jpf 
whicll caufed the iaid Wolfey to remove to the 
Town^Of Wisbieb,,'vhttt\it\ag called for at 

th« 
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the Seflions/ they would have forced him to 
have given new Sureties, which he refqfiflg^ be 
was committed 10 Goal, till the nan Lent 
Aflizcs. 

Mr. Roifert Pigot was a Painter in the iame 
Town of IVisbich^ who being brought to the 
Seifionfe there by fomc of his Enemies, before 
Sir Clement Hyam^ the Judge of the Affizes, 
he upon feeing him, crycd out,. Ah! what 
arc you the Holy Father, the Painter ? How 
chanceth it that you come not to Church? 
To which Pigot anfwered, I truft in God I 
am not out of the Church, No, Sir, faid the 
Judge, this is no Church, this is a Hall. Ycs^ 
Sir, faid Pigot ^ I k now it is an Hall j but he 
that is in the true Faith of Jefus Chrift is never 
abfent, but prefent in the Church of God. 

Ah! Sirrah! {aid the Judge, you arc toa 
high learned for me, but I will fend you to 
thofe who are better learned. So both Wblfej 
and Pigot were Committed to Ely Prifbn. 

In this Place a French Chaplain of Dr. 
Goodrich^ then Bifliop of Ely^ whofe Name 
was Peter Valerius^ came to vifit them ; and 
they expected, that his Defign was to enter 
into a Controverfy with them, and then charge, 
them and revile them as Heretics $ but the 
Subftance of what he fpoke to them was 
this : 

'* My Brethren, having been Alnfiioner 
" here for tvfrcnty Years and upwards, I come 

"to 
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«* to talk ^ith you, according to my Office, 
" wherefore I defire you to take if in good 
** Part. J promifc you I am not come to 
•* fcduce you from the Faith, but I require 
** and defire ypu, in the Name of J^e/us 
*' Cbnji, that you ftand to the Truth or the 
** Gofpel ; befeeching the Almighty Gad, 
" for his Son, Jefus Cbrift his Sake, to con^ 
" tinue toprcfqrve you and me in the Pro- 
• ** fcflioh Qi\t 5 for i know not, my Brethren, 
•^ but thatlmyfelf may be foon called to 
** the fame Trial, which you at prefent un- 
" dergo." When he bad fpoken thus, which 
was fe contrary to what was cxpeiSted, the 
Company praifed G9d and wept for Joy, 

About the 9th of OSlober 1555, Irolfey and 
Pigot were called to Judgment before Dr. 
Fuller the Chancellor, old Dn Sbfixton, 
Chrijippherfon, and others in Commiflioa 
with them, wto laid divers Articles to their 
Charge, but egjegially of the* Sacrament Qf 
the Altar. To which, their Anfwcr was, 
that the- JS^qrament of the Altar was an Idol j 
^nd tha; the natural Body and Blood of Cbrijl 
was pQt present really in the faid Sacrament. 
And to thi^ Opinion, they faid, they would 
jftand, believing perfedly the fame .to be no 
Hcref)j, that they affirmed, but the very 
Truth, whereupon they would rely. Then 
the Doctors faid they were out of the Catholic 
Churjph. 

Arui Dr, S&axfon faid to them, Gopd Bre-. 

; / * thren 
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tliJitii) retnember yourfelves, and become new 
Men I for -I myfe^ was in this fond Opinion 
that you are now in ; but I am becooie a 
new Man. Ah, faid fFoJfey, are you become 
a new Man i Woe be to theep thou wicked 
Dew Man ; for God (hall JoftJy judge thee. 

Then Dr. RiJler faid, this ff^o//(y is an ob- 
ilinate Fellow, and one that I could never do 
any Good upon; but as for the Painter, he 
is a Man quiet and indifSbrent, as hf 9s I can 
.petceivc, and is fooo reformdl, and may very 
well be delivered for any evil Opinbn I find 
in bim. 

Upon this Cbrifiapb^fon calling for Pen^ 
Ink, and Paper, wrote the following Wordr : 
/ Robert Pigot do believe, that t^ter ibe 
W^orJs (fCo^ratimfpekeniy tbePrieJl^ there 
remaineth no more Bread and Wine^ 6ut the 
^ery Body and Biood of Chriil, really^ fuhjan^ 
Jia^^ tbejklf'fame that was horn (ftbe Virgin 
.Mary. And iieading it to the Painter, he faid 
thus, DoO: thou believe all this^ according as 
hi n written } 

Robert Pigot laid, No, Sir, this may be your 
Faith, but it is not mine. Then isud Cbrijhr 
f^fon^ Lo I Mr. Dbdor, you would have let 
ithis/PeUow go, who is as much an Heretick 
as the other. And fo prefcntly Judgment 
was given againft them both, and they were 
ieat back to Prifon. 

The Day of their Execution being con», 
Mr. Peatock^ 4i Batchdor of Divimty,.prcachr 

cd 
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ed the Sermon, takiog fais Text out i Car. v. 
where Mention being made of that inceftuooa 
ChriftUn, who had abufed hi$ Father's H^ife^ 
he likened the Cafe of the Martyrs to the 
dnnataral Sin of the Corinthian y and then 
having fixed the Parity of the Crimes, he 
infifled on the Lawfnlnefs of their Excifion 
from the Church, charging JVolfey not •nly 
with Herefy, but Apoilacy, as if he was clear 
gone out of the Faith, and quite denyed 
many Places of Scripture: To which Mr. 
Wblfey anfweredf by calling the Eternal and 
Everlafting God to Witnefs, that he main- 
tained the Truth of the Scriptures in every 
Point ; alledging, that the Knowledge revealed 
in them was neceiTary to Salvation, and worthy 
of all Men to be believed to the End of tl^ 
World^ 

With that there came one towards the 
Fire with a Sheet full of Books to be burnt, 
"whieh were fuppofed to be New Teftaments. 
Oh, faid Mr. Wolfey^ give me one of them : 
And Mr. P/^^/defircd another: Which, when 
they received, they clapt them clofe to their 
Breafft ; then repeating the io6th Pfalm, and 
defiring the People to fay Atmn^ they were 
furrounded by the Flames, and fweetly fell 
afleep in Cbrifi. 

*' It is retiiarkable in the Story, of Mr. Wdfey^ 
that Conceiving a Jealoufy of jP^ftf . c^t . the 
Plad6^ <rf Executicm; and fearing left i his 
gentle Nitttte mi^t be orarcomr^tjte En- 
ticement 
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ticements of the World, hepulkd him away 
from fome that difcourfed with him, almoft 
by Force ; and that he was fo de£rous of 
dying for the Gofpcl, that being gricvoafly tor- 
mented by the Tooth-ach, he apprehended 
nothing more than that he (hould depart before 
the Day of Execution, and fo fall (hort of 
the Glory of fuffering for Chrift. 

It is likewife worthy of Remembrance, 
that whilft Mx.Wolfey was Prifoner at £/>•, 
he fcnt a fmall Sum of Money to one Richard 
Denton^ dwelling at tVell^ within the Jurifdic- 
tion of Ely^ with this Meffagc, that he was 
furprized at bis tarrying fo long behind him, 
fince it was he that had opened to him the 
Knowledge of the Bible, and affurcd him 
that it was the Book of Truth ; therefore he 
ddired him to follow after him, as fail 
as he could. When the Money was deli- 
vered to Richard Denton with the aforcfaid 
Mcflkge, he anfwered, Iconfefs it is true^ hut 
alas! I cannot burn. 

This is the Anfwer of Flefti and Blood, 
" when Trials and Perfecutions draw nigh j but 
. let him that would fave his Life, when called 
to be a Wimefe of Chrifi^ beware from the 
Erample of this Man, left he Idfc it •, finco 
this Man, who was fo unwilling to be burnt 
for the Caufe of Chriji^ was afterwards (when 
Cbri/l had given Peace to his Church) burnt 
igainft his Will \ his Houfe having t^ken 
rire in the Year of dur Lord 1564^ ami while 

be 
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he went »o to Glw his Oooda, loft bis Life in ' 
the Flames. 



The HISTORY of 

ROBERT GLOVER. 

MK.ROBERT GLOFER Gen- 
tleman, being fick in his Brother jfobn 
Ghver's Houfe, againft whom there w^ a 
Warrant to apprehend him on Accojunt of 
Religion, the Sherif!s and his Officers cominjg 
into the faid Mr. John Glover's Houie, wJk), 
upon private Notice given him by the May^r 
of Coventry, had made his Bfcape^ andfearcb- 
jng the Houfe for him, they found Mr. 
Roiert Glover in an upper Chamber, lying on 
his Bed fick of a ling^ing Diibafe; and al* 
though they had no Warrant againA i)^m, 
yet they took him from his ^d^ and put hiqi 
in Coventry Goal, where he continued ten 
Days, and they had nothing to lay to li% 
Charge. 

When he came to the Priibn, and had 
there repofed himfelf, 1» wept for Joy, to 
think that he was called to be numbered with 
the Saints who fufFer for the Goipel, ^ving 
never efieenied himfelf worthy of fo ^orious 
a Trial 

When the BUhqp o( Lilch^U ^wd Oh 

ventry 
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«//tfry, whofe name was Bams^ came to Ck^ 
iifMry^ Mr. Robert Glover was ivac^t befo« 
lum in one Demerit Houfc. The Bithop 
began with him^ laying. He was bis Bifliop 
for Wint of a better, and required biftl to 
fobmit himfelf to his Authority. 
- Mr. GloHW laid he was not come to accufe 
himfelf^ and deiired to know what he had t9 
lay to his Chaj^ge. 

Then the fiifhop asked him, If he was 
learned ? He anfwered but meanly learned. 
The Chancellor (landing by, faid that Mr. 
'Gb/uer was Mafter of Arts. Then the Bi- 
ihbp laid to his Charge his not comitig to 
Church. Mr. Glcwr anfwered, that he nei- 
ther had, nor would coriie to their Church, 
ks long "as tbek Mafs wss ufed there, to feve^ 
if he bad thcfm, five hundred Lives : And he 
tbttlleti^d the Biihop to (hew one Jot or 
Tittte in the Scripture for . the Proof of the 
Mafs. The Bi(hop rcplyed, he came to teach, 
add not to be tuught. 

Mr. Ghvir it\A fte was content to leirn of 
hlili, fo far as he was able to teach him, 
fey the Word of God. Who (hall, judge the 
Word ? falddic Biflbop. Mr. Ghver anfwered, 
that Ci&r^' was content that the People (hould 
judge bis Dodrine by 'fearching the Scrips 
ttircs, and fo was St. Paul : And methioks, 
foid bfl, ydo (hould cbim na ilrther Pri^ 
tilege or Preheminence than they did. He 
^a &id, that he was content that the 

Prf. 
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Primitive Church next the Apoftles Timo^ 
ihoakl judge between them. But the Bi(bap 
refbied it, and faid he was his Biihop^ and 
therefore he muil believe hioit 

Mr. Glwer feid. If you fay black is white, 
my Lord, muft I fay aa you fay, and beliefft 
the fame becaufc you fay for? Then the Chan- 
cellor iaid he was arrogant^ becaufe he would 
not give Place to the Bifliop. Then faid Mr. 
Ghver^ if you will be believed becaufe you 
area Bi(hop, why find you Fault with the 
Pbople who believed Mr. Latimer, Mr. Ridley, 
and Mr. Hooper, and the reft of them who 
were Bilbops ? The BiQiop anfwered, be« 
caufe they were Heretics. And may not 
youwr? feid Mr. Glover. 

Afror feme more Difcourfe of this Sort, they 
fent him to Coventry Goal, and a few Day* 
after conveyed him to Litchfield, where he was 
kept ck^ Prifoner, wkhout a Bed, tho' he was 
fi(k ; but at laft they ga?e him Leave to pro* 
vide bimfelf a Bed. And here the Chancellor 
came to him, and exh<^ed him to conform 
to die Bi(hop and the Church : To which he 
anfweped, that he refufed not to be ruled by 
that Chnrch, which was ordered and governed 
by the Word of Go^. The Cbancdbr asked 
hkn, How he knew the Word of God ? To 
which Mr. Gkver replied. That k cannot be 
fatd tbat the Church is fiiperioc to the Word^JF 
God, ^ply becaufe it (heweth.w which is th« 
Word of God ; any more than itSoUatvy^ ihat 

fince 
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fince the Baptift had (hewed the World who" 
was the Cbrift^ therefore the Bapiift was'abovc 
Gbriji ; or becaufe I tell a Man^ this is the 
King, therefore I am above the King, 

After this, he conferred not with any Man 
for many Days, but gave himfelf to continual 
Prayer and Meditation ; during which Ttnae 
he daily recovered his Health, with Peace and 
Compofure of Mind, receiving many Confo* 
lations and Afliftances from God. 

Thus he continued rejoicing in the Lord, 
till Sentence was pafTed ; but perceiving that 
his End drew nigb^ his Joy on a fudden left 
him, and he began to be dejected, and full of 
pifcomfort. 

Now there was a godly Prieft of his Ac- 
quaintance, whofe Name vf^ Aujiin Befnhar i 
to hini he made known the State he was in^ 
iignifying to him, that he had prayed Day and 
Nighty yet could receive no Senfe of any fpi- 
ritual Afliftance ; and bewailing that God had 
ablented himfelf from him, Mr. Bernhar 
ufed his beft Endeavours to raife him from the 
Opprefiion he lay under, willing him to wait 
the Lord's Leifure ; and telling him, that as 
his Caufe was juft, he had no Reafon to dbubt, 
but that the Lord, in his own good Time, 
would be favourable to him, and (adsfy hi9 
Defires. Thefe were the Hopes which Mr. 
Bernhar gave him^ and of which he fo fibfo- 
lutely expeded the AccomplUhment, that he 
carneftly defired Mr. Gkver, when God (hoald 
CL. begins 
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begin in his Mtrcy to wife his Heart, that h« 
voQld give him feme Token of It, whereof 
he might become a Witneft of the graciout^ 
Vifitation. 

Thifl Aflurance that had been givett by 
Mr. Bernbdry was not in vain ; for the next 
Day, v^^ben the Time of his Martyrdom trame,. 
Cbriftj who beheld the Infirmity erf his Ser-^ 
vant, drew nigh to him ; and fuddenly re- 
pleniihed his Heaift with Comfort and Strength^. 
as Mr. Bembari in his Confidence \i\ God,, 
had prooftifed him. Whereupon clapping hil 
Hands, he cried out to Mr. Bernbar, ^Jlin^ 
Mi is comiy be is €ome y and that with fuch 
Alacrity and Tranfport, that he ftemed not 
as going out of the World through the Pain^ 
of ia cruel Execution, but as unexpededly re- 
flored to Life and Liberty ; and in the Height 
of his Jby his Soul departed, as it Were in^ 
Triumph, 

His elder Brother, Mr. Jobn G/over, for 
wbom,,as is already faid, he had been appre-- 
bended, firfl: propofed to have ftirrendered 
htmlelf, being in Hopes thereby to have ob- 
tained the Releafement of Roifirt ; « but being 
diflwaded fr<mi it by theCdunfel c^ his Friends, 
who aflured himy that if he funrendered hitik-^ 
felf he would fuifier grtot Damage, and the. 
Proceft neverthele^ be carried on againft hn- 
Brother^ he fled into the Woods • where, 
hsmfyg lain for fome Time, he contraded am 
Ague^ Which Diftemper, augmented by the 

Grief 
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Orief he conceived for the Diftrefles of Jjia 
beloved Wife, whom, as they had done in the 
Cafe of his Brother, they carried away to Pri- 
Ion without Bill or Warrant : This foon 
'brought this holy Man to his End, who in- 
ciccd had been long fince dead to Sin ; for he 
lived as an Angel of God, meditating on fub- 
UnM Matters, and edifying and inAruding dl 
who c(»iverfed with him. 

His Body having been privately buried in the 
Chorch-Yard without Prieft or Clerk, Dr» 
Draycot the Chancellor fent for the Prioft^ 
and reprimanded him for fuffering htm to 
have Burial $ ordering him to read an Inflru* 
n^ent in the Church, wherein he pronounced 
y^ GJowr to be damned ; direding like^ 
wile, that when the Body had laid in the 
Earth a Year, the Bones ihoukl be dug up, 
and thrown over the Wall, to be trampled 
upon by Oxen and Horfes ^ which he would 
have done at the very Time, but that the 
Fried: remondrated againft it, apprehending 
the Unwholeibmenefs of the Stench, the Cc^fe 
having then been buried not above fix Weeksf 
and be told him he would come at tl^ End 
of the Year, and hallow the Spot where the 
Body had lain, as if the Place had been poIlu-<- 
ted l^ it. The fame Mafice was alfo intended 
againft the Bcxdy of the third Brother of the 
Family, Mr. William Gbver^ but bb Friends 
presented it, by hiding the Body in a Broom- 
Field. 

Q a THE 
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The H I S T O R Y of 

JOHN BLAND. 

•% yC R. John Bland was a Man born fo little 

tife was fepara ted from the common and pub-*: 
lick Utility of all Men. He was firft a School - 
roafter, and thcnMinifterof-^(^^;w in^Kf/r/V' 
in the Reign of. King Ed'wardVl. After his 
coming to the Miniftry in the Church of God,. 
&t rather his being called thereto, he was in- 
flamed with an incredible Defire to profit the 
Congregation placed under him ; but in the 
fecond Year of Queen Mary he came into 
great Trouble on that Account, by the Meaps 
of one fbomas jiujiwy Vfho was Church-War- 
tlen of his Parifh. 

On the 3d of September^ ^55S* being Sun^ 
day, after Service was ended, before Mr. Bland 
had piut off his Surplice, John Auftin came to 
the Table, commonly called the Lord's 
Taj:>le, and laying both his Hands upon 
it, faid. Who put this up again ? For they 
laid, they bad taken it dfown the Sunday before^ 
l»u that Mr. Bland knew not, neither who 
ifet it up again. And the Qerk anfwered he 
knew not. Then iaid Aujlin, he is a Knave 
- that fet it upi Mr. Blimd was then going 
down the Church, wondering what be meant, 

and 
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and faid, Goodman Aujliny the Queen's High- 
ness hath iet forth a Preclamation, that )^ may 
move no Seditioi^ 5 and before he could fpeak 
^ny more, Aujlin called him Knave, and faid^ 
By God's Soul he was a very Knave. Then 
the Clerk faid fomething to him, and AujHn 
cry*d out, Yoii are both heretic Knaves, and 
have deceived us veith this Fa(bion too long ; 
and if you fay any Service here again, I will 
lay the Table on your Head : And then in a 
Rage he, and fome others, took up the Table^ 
and laid it on a Cheft in the Chancel, and fet 
the TrefTels by it. Wherefore Mr. Bland went 
<o Mr. Ifaac^ a Juftice of the Peace, and re- 
lated the whole Affair to him, who dircdled 
a Warrant to the Conftable, or Bofholder, 
which was immediately ferved, fo that be was 
brought before him the fame Night, and bound 
over upon his Recognizance, with Sureties to 
appear. 

On the 28th of December^ being Innocents 
Day. Thomai Auflin^ Brother of the aforc- 
nanied John^ and others, brought the Pricft 
of Stodmark to fay Mafs in Adejham Church. 
The Prieft had almrfft done Mattins before 
Mr. Bland came into Church ; and when he 
had done, the Prreft faid to Mr. Bland^ " Mr. 
^* Parfon, fome of your Neighbours ha ve de- 
^* fired me to fay Mattins and Mafs' } I truft 
•* you will not be agamft the Queen's Pro- 
»• cccdings.*' No, faid Uu Bland, 1 will offend 
Ijonp of h^r Maj^fty^s Lavvs, God willing. 

: Q 3 The 
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The Prieft, making as if he heard him not^ 
£ki^,Jfflatfayye? Then B/^ift/ repeated tb« 
iame Words twice more with a louder Voice, 
fo that all the People in the Church heard 
him ; and the Prieft went to Mafs ; but as he 
was reading the£^yS/?^ Mr.Blaful &nt the Clerk 
to tell bim» that when he had done the G^ 
pei, he defired he would forbear a little^ for he 
had foniething to fay to the People : And the 
'Derk did fo; and the Prieft came and (kt 
down in the. Hall. 

Then Mr. Bland went and flood up at the 
Chancel- Door, and fpoke to the Pepf^e of the 
great Goodnefs Ood always (bewid to his 
People, unto the Time <^ Cbrifi'% Coming i 
and what BeneBts we have by the Coming ol 
C^riji into the World: And among others^ 
he ^oke of the great and comfortable Sacra^ 
mem of Cbrijf^ Body and Blood, Then he 
briefly declared, the Inftitution thereof, the 
Promife of Life to the Good^ and Damnatioa 
to the Wkked. Then he fpoke of the Bread 
and Wine in the Sacrament, afiirming them 
to be Bread and Wine after Confecration, as 
yonder Md^s-Book, pcnnting to it^ doth ca}l 
It, Pattern fkn&um Vita etema^ tt Calkem S^ 
bitis pefpttme^ Sfc. that is, -Hb/y Bread (feter^ 
fialj^ife^ and the Cup tf eternal Sahatim z 
So ^art like as our bodily Mcmths eat the Sa* 
cramental Bread ^nd Wine, fo doth the Mouth 
of our Souls^ which ia eor Faith,, eat ChnA% 
fleOiandl^lood.' ^ 

He 
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He fpoke next of the Mifqfe of the Sapra- 
4(uent in the Mafs, {q that he judged it in 
thatUic no Sacrament, and Shewed howChrift 
'bad^ us all eat and drink, and one only in the 
Mafs eate^h and drinketh, and the reft kned, 
and wor(hipu Then he proceeded to fliew, 
that the Mafs received many Additiof^s by fe* 
yeral Popes 3 but ])efore he could £nifli that^ 
the Churchwarden, fhmas Aufthj ancl hi$ 
Son, and the Conftable, came upon him with 
great Violence, and pluck'd the Book out of 
His Hand, and tbri^ bioi intp the Chancel 
with a great Cry j ipme calling him He- 
retic and Tray tor, ;^nd fbme Rebel : And 
when their Fury wa9 fomewhat abated^ Mr« 
JB^fiWfaid, Good Neighbpurs, let me fpeak 
%Q you peaceably 1 if I hayp offended any 
JUw, I will make Anfi^i^r to them who have 
Authority to corr«6t me. Biu they would 
not he^; but ppllp^ him about from Plaqe 
(P Plijce, Then Richard Aufiin (aid, Peac?, 
Mailen^ till Mais be done ; and fo they were 
quiet. 

Then (^\A Mr.,^W to the Church-War- 
den and Boihoider^ who held hioi by each 
Ann, J^et me gp into the Chur9^-yard till 
Mafe iiov?r ; bwj they would AQt| fifing be 
(hpuld tarry there, till Ml^fe was do$e; Th^wt I 
wUl pot, feid Bland, bat againft ipy Will And 
they told him be Cbpuld taffy, for if he\went 
out he would run 4Wj^. Wnece^pop if^Btand 
t» the ^oibolder, ^.ay (q« io tifej %Qcb,, #^ 
Q 4 ' thca 
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then yoq will he furp of mc, and turned his 
Back to the Altar. By which Time Richard 
Auftin had contrived what to do with him, 
and calling tq the Bofholder and Cdurch- 
Warden, bade them put him into a Side Chapel, 
knd (hut the Door upon him ; and there they 
tnade him f^ay till Ma& was ended: After 
which they carried him and Roufe his Clerk 
to Canterbury^ before feveral Jufticea oif the 
Peace, where they tpok Sureties for their Ap- 
pearince, whenever they (hould be called for. 
On the 23d or 2J.th of February^ Sir 735^- 
mal Finch I^night, and Mr. Hardes^ fentfor 
Mr. Bland and his Sureties, and taking his 
Sureties from him, he ^as con^mitted to the 
Caftle of Canterbury ^ where he lay ten Weeks, 
and then was bailed and bound over to appear 
at the next Seffions to be held at Canterbury^ 
i>ut it was after changed to Ajhford^ and was 
;to be held op^ the Thurfday in Whitjtin- 
JVeek^ being the Nineteenth of May, but in 
the mean Time, the Matter was exhibited in 
the Spiritual Court, at Canterbury, whither 
Mr. Bland was brought before Dr. Hapsfield 
Archdeacon, and Mr. Collins Commiflary. 
.^ The Archdeacon asked Mr. Bland, if he 
\yas a'Pricfl? He faid, yes. If he was a 
(Graduate? He. anfwered he was aMafterof 
Arts. Ifhc was a licenfed Preacher f He faid^ 
yfe$. Then he demanded what he had preach- 
ed ?VMr. Blatfd i^id,. He had preadied Gpd'« 
'Word, to the edifying, as he trufted, of the 

people, 
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Peopflc. The Archdeacon asked him more 
(^ueftlons, vvhich Mr. Bland refufed to an- 
fwcr, faying, " I perceive ye feek againft me ; 
" but feeing I ani bound in theSeflionsto 
" my good Behaviour for Preaching, which 
^ may be broken with Words, and I know 
**^ not with what Words ; and^lfo both my 
** Authority to preach, and noy Living is tiaken 
^* from me, I think I am not bound to make 
" you an Anfwer/* After fome more Dif- 
^ourfe between them, they parted. 

Mr. J5/j«^ appeared ^t the SefEons ^t jijh* 
ford^ but could not be releafcd, being or^ 
dered to appear in July at the Seflions at 
Cranbrook, where he was fecurcd and feht 
Prifpner to Maid/lone : After that he was fent 
to the Aflizes at Rochefter^ and then to Green^ 
ivichy where the Judges ordered the Goaler to 
fend him, an.d certain other Prifoners to the 
Ordinary; and fo they came to Canterburf^ 
and were brought into the Chapter-Houfc 
before Mr, ^ornton^ Suffragan of Dover ^ 
and others, and there were feveral Juftices of 
^ ^cace prefent. 

Jobn Bland being called, Mr. ^^M, one of 

the Juftices of the Peace, faic 

We prefent unto ye this Man 
'mcntly fofpedted of Herefy. 

Bhnd&idy You have no Caui 

of Herefy, I havebeen a Prif! 

Year, arfd nothing proved agai 

you, yrbpreforc have I been i 
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Prifon? But he was bid not to ask Queftions. 
Tlien after a great deal of Talk, he was fent 
Prifoncr to the fTeJi-Gate in Canterbury ; 
from whence he was £bveral Times brought 
into the Spiritual Court in Cbrtji-Cburcb^ before 
Dr. Richard Tiorntan^ and others, where he 
was accufed as a Sacramentary^ and one who 
called the Mafs an abominable Idol. And 
after many Examinations and Difcpurfes about 
the Sacrament, and other Points of Dodrine 
in the Romijh Churchy they charged him at 
kft with the three folbwing Articles. 

^* FiV;^, That he denyed, that the very 
" Body and Blood of our Saviour J^fus 
^ Cbrift was in the blefled Sacrament of the 
^' Altar. 

^' SeconJfyf That he maintained and af* 
** firmed, that theSacrament of G&r^'s Church 
** (hould not be adminifiered in an unknown 
* ToMae. 

" llinfly, That he held the Opinion, and 
<' iaid^ that it was againil: God's Word that 
^' the Sacrament of the Alur ihould l^ mi- 
•* nifltered in one Kind only." 

To all which Articles, the faid Jcbft Bland 
anfwered^ in the Affirmative, that he did fo 
hold and believe, as was in the Articles cqd« 
tained, and expre&d. Then farther Timus 
w^ given him to confider with bim&lf; at the 
Expiration of which, he was brought i^ain 
into Court, and his Articles and Ckmfemoos 
being read, he juftified the fame, and openly 

with» 
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^nftood the Pope's Authority ; whereupon 
Seatence was pronounced againft htm, and be 
was delivered over to the Secular Power, with 
three others,, who \yere all burned at Canter- 
bury on the 12th of July 1555., 



The H I S T O R Y of 

Mr. TANKERFIELD. 

MR. George Hankerfield of Lmdon^ Cook, 
was born in the City of Tork^ and 
continued a zealous Papift, till the Age of 
about 27 or 28 Years^ in the beginning of the 
Reign of Queen Marv^ when the Cruelty 
which he fa w exercifedby the Advocates of 
f opery upon fuch as profeifcd the true Religion 
of Cbrifi^ in Oppontion to the Errors an* 
Superfititions of the Church of Rome^ turned 
bis H>eart againft them. And as concerning 
the Ma%' he had a doubtful Opinion before, 
and much ftriving within himfelf, he fell 
^ length to Prayer, begging God in his great 
Mtt-cy to open to hina the Truth, that be 
migltt know for certain, whether it was 
of Ood^ or no ; "if not, that he might utterly 
batfp and abhor it in Us Heart g wnich hap« 
pened dccprdingfy, and ib he w^ led taread 
tb^New Teftament^ whereby the Lord, as it 
is faidi enl^htened his Mind $ aod he became 

conti- 
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continually more confirmed in the Knowledge 
of the Oofpcl, and more avcrfe to the Corrup- 
tions of the Romijh Church, and (hewed his 
Diflike thereof to his Friends, whom he ex- 
horted to turn to the Truth. 

This occafioncd him to be taken Notice of, 
and raifed him many Adverfaries among thole 
who were zealous for reftoring of Poppry. 
Whereupon Sir Roger Cbolmondeley^ and Dr. 
Martin^ the Queen's Commiffioners for Ec- 
clcfiaftical Affairs, fcnt one Beard, a Yeoman 
of the Guard, to Tankerjie/d's Houfe, to ap- 
prehend him. Tankerfield, who had been a 
long Time fick, and was juft recovered, was 
gone out to take the Air in the Tempk-Fielcfs^ 
and fee the Shooters there ; but Tankerfield*$ 
Wife feeing Beard was well dreflcd, and pre- 
tending that he came to fetch her Huiband to 
drefs a Dinner at the Lord Paget% (he defired 
him to fit down, and running to call her Hus- 
band, told him who had fent for him to 
drefs a' Banquet. A Banquet, Woman! (fays 
Tankerjeld to his Wife) it is fuch a Banquet 
as will not be pleafing to the Flefe. 

So when Tankerjkld came home, and few 
Beard, he called him by his Name, by which 
his Wife, perceiving her Miftake, and un- 
derilanding the Bufinefs he came about^ 
caught up a Spit, and would certainly have 
run him through, had not the Conihble of 
St. Diinjian'i in the Weft, whom B^ard had 
brought with him, prevented it s but yet flic 

fent 
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ient a Brick-bat after him, which hit him a 
good Thump on the Back. Thus was Tan^ 
kerfield taken out of his own Houie^ aqd 
committed to Newgate. 

He was afterwards divers timis examined 
before Biihop Bonner^ and others, and feveral 
Articles objeded to him, to which he made 
notable Anfwers. But he was chiefly required 
to tell his Mind and Opinion concerning Auri- 
cular Confeffioh, the Popifh Sacrament of the . 
Altar, and the Mafs. 

To the firfl he declared, ** That he had 
" not been confcfled to any Prieft for five 
" Years paft, nor to any other but only to 
'^ God. And farther iaid, that he would 
" not be confcfled to any Prieft hereafter, be- 
^^ caufe he found it not in Chrift's Book, and 
" he took it only for a CounfeL 

Secondly^ As to the Sacrament, (comnuxily 
called in England the Sacrament of the Altar) 
he confeflfed, " That he did not believe that 
^^ in the faid Sacrament there is the real Body 
" and Blood of Chfifl, becaufe the Body of 
** Cbriji is afcended into Heaven, and there 
^< doth fit at the Right Hand of God the 
*' Father. 

rhirdly. He faid, "That the Mais now 

ufed in the Church in England was naught, 
^* and full of Idolatry and Abomination, and 
<* againftthcWordofGod; affirming alfo, that 
«* there arc but two Sacraments in the Church 
«' of Chrift, Baptifin and the tapper of |hc 
: '' Lord." 
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** Lord/^ And to thoie Aflmbns be (aid he 
woald fltnd^ and fo be did to the End. 

The Bifhop then, with many Words, ex- 
horted him to revoke his proft(&d Opinions^ 
which he called heretical and damnable : But 
TanierJkU reiifted all the Bifliop's Perfiiafions, 
and &id he would never forfake his Opinions, 
except his Lord(hip could refel them by 
Scripture ; and likewife told him, he cared 
Bot for his Divinity^ for he condemned all 
Men, and proved nothing againft them. The 
BiCbop ftill ufed many fair Words to convert 
biift : But Tankerfield boldly anfwered. That 
the Church, whereof the Pope is the Supreme 
Head, is no Part of Chrift's Catholic Chtuch; 
and pointing to the Bi(hop, &id. Good 
People, beware of him, and fiich as be is, for 
thefc be they who deceive. 

Bmmr finding he could do no Good with 
him, proceeded to read the Sentence of Con-» 
damnation againO: him, and then delivered hkn 
to the Secular Power. 

He was brought into St Albam^ the Place 
appointed for his Execution, t^ Edv^flfd Brac^ 
hit, £% the High Sheriff o£ HertfordJMre, 
and one Fuller of Hitcben^ who was Under 
SherifE When they came to the Crofs-Keys 
J5m, there was a great Concourfe of People to 
fee and hear the Prifoner, among whcsn fome 
were iorry to fee fo godly a Man brought thi^ 
ther to be burnt ; others praifed God ^ his 
Cooftancy and Pcrfeverance in theTruth. And, 

on 
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on the contrary, fome among them faid, It 
was Pity he flood to his Opinions^ and others 
both old Men and old Women exclaimed a- 
gainft him, calling him Heretic, and faid he 
ought not to live. But George .Tankerfteld 
fjpokc to them fo cfFedually out of the Word 
of God, in lamenting their Ignorance, and 
protefliing the Sincerity of his own unfpotted 
Confcience, that many of their Hearts were 
fD molified, that they went out of the Room 
with weeping Eyes. 

Tlien came a certain Schoolmafter to him» 
who belonged to Sir Thomas Popty and who 
had conferred with him the Day before he fet 
cut for St. AWanSy concerning the Sacrament 
of the Altar, and other Points of the Popi& 
Religion, but as he difcharged Tjmkerfield 
with the Authority of the Dodors vrreftiftg 
them after his Own Wilt, fo on the other Side 
%inkerfield Mfwetcd him by the Scriptures, 
not wrefted after the Mind of any Man, but 
being inif^preted after the Will of the Lord 
ye/us, &c. The firfl would not allow of fuch 
Allegations as Tankerjitld brought out of the 
Scriptures, without the Opinions of the Doc- 
tors ; nor would Tankerfield credit hi* Doc- 
trine, except he could confirm it by Scripture. 
And in the End Tanker^ld ^ny'd that he 
would not trouble him in any fuch Matters^ 
for his Confcience waft fettted, and fo they took 
Leave of each other. 

Whefr 
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When thcHour drew near that he was to fuC 
fcr^ he defired the Drawer at the Inn, to bring 
him a. Pint of Malmfey^ and a Loaf, that he 
might eat and drink in Remenibrance of 
Chrift's Paflion, becaufe he couid not have it 
admkitfter'd to him in ftich Manner as Chrift 
commanded, and then he kneeled down, 
making his Confeflion to the Lord, with all 
who were in the Chamber with him ; and 
lifter he bad prayed earneftly to the Lorc^^ 
and had read the InRitution of the Holy Sup- 
per by the Lord Jefus out of the Evangelifts, 
and out of St. Paul, he faid, O Lord! tbou 
kmweft ity I do no f this to der(^atefrom the 
Authority of any Man^ or in Conttmpt of 
tbofi who are thy Minifters^ but only be- 
cauje I cannot have it adminijlered according 
to thy Word. And when he had fpoken* 
thus, he received it with giving Thanks. ^ 

When fome of his Friends defired him to ' 
eat Meat, he faid he would not eat that which 
{hould do others Good, who had more need, 
and longer Time to live than he. 

He then prayed the Landlord of the Houfe 
to let him have a good Fire in the Room, 
which he did accordingly, and then "Tanker^ 
^iW&tmgon a Form before it, he put off 
his Shoes and Stockings, and ftretched out his 
L^ to die Flame ; and when it had touched 
bis Foot, be quickly withdrew it, and held 
this Dialogue with himfelf, (hewing how the 
Flcfti pcrfoaded one Way, and the Spirit ano- 
ther. 
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then The Flcfh fays, O thou Fool! wilt 
thou bucn and needeft not ? The Spirit Ikys, 
Be not afraid, for this is nothing in rcipca of 
Fire eternal. The Flcih fays, Do not leave 
the Company of thy Friends and Acquain- 
tance who love . thee, and will let thee want 
for nothing The Spirit fays, The Company 
of Jefus Chrifi and his glorious Prefence ex- 
ceeds all Fleflily Friends. The. Flefli .fays, 
do not ftiorten thy Time, for thou mayeft live 
much longer if thou wilt. The Spirit fays^ 
This Life is nothing to the Life in Heaten, 
which Ms for ever, &c. , 
. All this Time the Sherifis were at a Gen- 
tleman's Houfe at Dinner, not far from the 
Town, where was a great Deal of Company^ 
his S6n being that Day married, and until 
they returned the Prifoner was left with his 
Hoft to be kept and looked after, and this 
Man all that Time treated him very kindly. 

About two of the Clock, the SherilSs re-'. 
turning', brought George ^ankerfield Q\xi of tho 
Inn to the Place where he was to fufier, which 
is called Romeland, being a green Place near 
the Weft End of the Abbey-Church, where 
he kneeled down by the Stake, that was iet 
up for him, and after he had ended his Prajf^rs 
he rofe, and with a ch^arful Countenance^ fyid^ 
that although he might have a Hiarp ^i^r, 
yet the hoped to^ have a joyful Supper in 
Heaven. 

While the Faggots were fet about him, 
R there 
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there came a Prieft unto bim^ and would havr 
pc r faadcd htm to beHere in the Sacrament xd 
tY» Altar, and that be (hould be faved. Bat 
Gegrgi Tankerfield cried out vehemently, and 
faid> I dofie tlie Whore of BabyJon^ Out on the 
Abommable Idol : Good People do not be- 
lieve hftm, Good People do not believe bim. 
Then the Mayor of (he Town commanded 
the Fire to be fet to the Herqtic, and faid if 
he had biM: one Load of Faggots in the whole 
Work), he would give them to bum him : But 
there wa$ a certain Knight, who going up to 
^Mfihrfieldy took him by the Hand^ and 
fpeaking jfoftly to him, laid, Good JBrotber, 
be ftrong in Chrift. And Hankerficld laid, 
gpod Sir, I thank you, I am fo, the Lord be 
praifed. Then the Fire was fet to him, and 
he defired the Sheriflf and the People to pray 
for him, which moft did : And fo embracing 
the Fire, he bathed himfelf in it, and calling 
on the Name of the Lord Jefus, was quickly 
out of his Pain. 

After the Martyrdom was ended, and he 
was fallen alleep in the Lord, there were fome 
impious and prophane old Women who faid, 
that the Devil was fo ftrong with him and dl 
fuch Heretics as he was, that they could 
hardly feel any Pain, nor yet be forry for their 
Sins^ ' 



The 
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The HISTORY of 

HUGH LAVEROCK 

AND 

J OHN JTPRJCK 

TTJUGH LAVEROCK of the 
■JljL Parifli of Barking in JB^x, was a 
raintcr of 68 Years of Age, and a Cripple ; 
and John Apprice was a blind Man, who 
being accufed of Herefy by fame of their 
officious Neighbours, to Bifhop Bgnner^ was 
fent for, by an Officer by his Order, and ex- 
amined before him at his Palace in London, 
where nine Articles were propounded to him^ 
which were ufually objefted to others on the 
like Occafions. To which Hugh Laverock 
faid he could not find them in t 
And John Apprice^ that their \ 
fo agreeable to the World, that] 
could not be agreeable to God a 
tures : That they were not the ] 
Church, for they had Laws to V 
made the Queen their Executioner. 

The Biihop of London^ being incenfed 

bereat, ordered thefe poor Men to be fent after 

him to Fulbam^ whither he was going that 

R z Day 
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Day to Dinner/ and then in the Afternoon, 
in the Parifli Church there, he pronounced the 
Definitive Sentence againft them, and deli- 
vered them to the Secular Power, by whom 
they were committed to Newgate, where they 
: Days, and then, early in 
conveyed to Stratford le 
were both burnt in the 
L$verock caft away his 
I to his Brother Sufferer : 
my Lord of London h our 
f will heal us hotb Jhortly, 
fs, and me of my Lamenefs : 
d, they patiently yielded up 
Hands. 



The HISTORY of 

NICHOLAS HALL 

AND 

CHRISTOPHER fFJIDE. 

Nicholas Hall and Cbrijiopher Waide of 
Dartford in Kent^ wrere brought before 
Aftf«nVi? Bifliop Q^RocheJifr^vi the Month 
of June 1555* being accufed o( Here£/, to 
whom the following Articles were admini- 
ftered. 

Firft, 
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Firft, nat they were Chrijiian Men, and 
P'^fipd f^^ Catholic Determinations ' ^ our 
Holy Mother Church. 

Secondly, That tbey who maintain pr iold 
otherwife than doth our Holy Mother Churchy 
are Heretics. 

Thirdly, That they bold and n 
in the Sacrament of the Altar^ un 
of Bread and Wine^ is not the 1 
Blood of Chri^i And that the / 
Body and Blood of ChriA, is verii 
only, and not in the Sacrament. 

Fourthly, That they have and do 
maintain^ that the Mafs, as it is noi 
the Catholic Churchy is naught am 
nahle.. • . 

Fifthly, That they have been, and are 
among/l the People of that Jurifdieiion, vehe^ 
mently fufpeSied upon the Premifes, and there^ 
upon indiiled, &c. 

To thefe Articles they ahfwcred, as corii- 
monly others had done who ftand with Chrift 
and his Truth againft thefe pretended Gf- 
tholics. 

Firfi, granting themfelves Chriftian Men, 
^nd acknow 
Holy Churcl 
Body of Chr 
Catholic anc 
becaufe he £ 
tbe Scripture. 

R 3 Th^ 
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The fecond they granted. 

The third, as touching the Body and Blood 
pfCbrifi to be under the Forms of Bread and 
Wine in Suhftance^ they would not grant, only 
affirming, *^ That the very Body of Chrift was 
" in Heaven, and the Sacratpent to be a To- 
^' ken and Remembrance of Chrift's Death, 

Nicholas Ha lUddcd moreover, That where* 
as before be held the Sacrament to be bot on** 
Jy a Tokfen or Remembrance of Chrift's Death, 
now he iaith^ That there is in the Popi(h Sa- 
cactament of the Altar, neither Token nor 
Remembrance of Chrift ; becatife it is now 
mifttfed and clean turned from Chrift-s In* 
iliturion. 

And concerning the Mafs in the fourth Ar^ 
tide, to be al^omlnable, Cbrijiopber Waide with 
the other anfwered, that as they had confef* 
fed before, fo would they not now go from 
what they had faid. 

To the Fifth Article, " For the People's 
•* Sufpicion, they made no great Account 
^* thereof, not refufing to grant the fame. 

Thefe Anfwers to the Articles .being re-r 
ceived, Sentence of Condemnation was imme- 
diately pronounced againft them, by Maurice 
Bi(hop of Rocbejler ; and they were delivered 
to the Secular Pbwer to be put to Death, 
Nicholas Hall was accordingly burnt ziRo* 
cbefter^ and Chrijkpher Waii foon aifter at 
Dartford^ 

the 
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The HISTORY of 

MARGERt POLLET. 

MARGERTPOLLBTwzt.tht Widow 
of Richard Polity of Pepingherry (or 
Pembury) about three Miles from I'mbridgt 
in Kent^ who being accufed of Hercfy was 
brought before Muurite Bifliop df Rochefier. 

This proud Prelate, when the Woman was 
brought into the Room to hida, thinking very 
likely, to ftrike her with Awe, rofe out of his 
Chair with mod pontifical Solemnity, and 
fpoke ill the following Manner : " We MaU'^ 
*• rice, by the Sufferance of God, Bifliop of 
** Rochejiery proceeding of our mere Office in 
«* a Caufe of Herefy, againft thee Margery 
** PoHey, of the Pari£h ^ Pepiy^berry^ of our 
** Dioceie andjurifdiftion of Rocbefier, do lay 
" and otgeft againft thee all and Angular thefe 
••, Articles eftfuing ; to the whidi, and to 
" every Parcel of them, we require of thee 
** a true, full and plain Anfvwr, by Virtue 
•^ of thine Oath thereupon to be given^ &c. 

The Oath was ther^ admini(Urexi to her: 
And the Articles objcfted, which being of 
the feme KAid with tbofc aganrft ^NkMas 
Hall and Cbriftopher Waide^ there is no Oc« 
eafion to repeat them. The poor Woman, 

not 
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not tt all intimidated by the Bifliop's haughty 
Laogpage and aufltere Countenance, naade 
fuch Anfwers as (hewed, that (he allowed not 
Chri(k'6 Body to be in the Sacrament, nor 
wpuld (be by any Means approve of the 
Abifurdity of their Mafs. Whereupon the 
Bt(hop pronounced the Sentence of Condem- 
liation upon her, and (he was burnt fobn 
i^ter at Tunbridge. 



The H I S T O R Y of 

yjMES JBBES. 

MR. James jibbes was a yoting Man, 
who that he might keep, a good Con- 
fcience, and avoid being taken up for an He- 
retic, left his Friends, and wandered about 
from one Place to another ; but was at \zSt 
^und out by fome ill-difpofed Perfons, and 
carried before Dr. Hopton Bi(hop of Norwich^ 
who examined him about his Religion, and 
ufed both Threats and Promifes to bring him 
over to the Romijh Church ; to which at 
length the poor Man confented, tho* at the 
fame Tbne it was ipuch againft his Confci- 
ence and Incliqations and (o the Bi£hop dif- 
miBfed him : But as he was going away, he 
called him back, and gaye him a Piece of 
Silver, qf what Val^e is ymcertajn. 

After 
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After the young Man hadreeeived the Mo^ 
ney, and was got out of the Pi^efencfc of th^ 
BiOiop, his Conicience began to trouble him 
forely^ and accufe him for yielding to the 
Bifliop's Perfwafions : Whereupon he imtne* 
diately returned to the Bifihop^ andtold'him 
he repented that he had liftened to bis wick^ 
ed Perfwafions ; and threw him hi§ Money 
back again, f^ying^ he was forry he had ta^ 
ken it. 

Then the BiQiop . and his Chaplains took 
much Pains again to bring him back i but all 
in vain ; for jibbes would by no means yieU 
to them a fecond Time, and tho' he had once, 
like Peter^ deny'd the Lord, thro* the Infir- 
mity of Human Nature, yet now he ftedfaft- 
ly ftood to his Mafter Chrift. And the Bi(hc^ 
finding nothing was to be done with him as a 
Profelyte, condemned him as a Heretic ] and 
delivered him over to the fecular Power | and 
he was burnt at St. Edmunds Bury in Suffolk^ 
in the Diocefeof Norwich^ Auguji .the 2d, 



The H I S T O R Y of 

THOMAS ROSE. 

MR. Thomas Rofe^ tho' he died n6t at tiae 
Stake, yet, foiaihatrchas his Sufieriogs 
in King Henry Vllfs Reign, and Queen 
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. Mdry\ were woi'fc than Death, he may dc- 
lenre a Place among the Engti/h Martyrs. 

He was a Devo'ijhire Man, bom at Ex* 
mouthy and being brought odt of his Country 
by MM.Faiian, Parfon of Poljed in Suffolk, 
by his Intereft was made Parfon of Hadky, 
where he ihvdghed againft Purgatory^ and 
))raying to Samts and Images ^ infomucb that 
fome 6f his Hearers, began to contrive how 
they ifaould deface and deftroy thefe laft, and 
four of them burnt the Rood at Dover Courts 
iac which three of them were hang'd in 
Chains, and Mr. Rofe being accufed before 
the Goundl, as privy to it, was committed to 
Rifon, at the Bi(hop of Lincoln's Hopfe, 
whtw he was kept in the Stocks fo long, with 
Hffi F«et ib high, and lying on his Back on the 
6rt)iiml, that his Feet became without Senfe, 
and he wasfo fick, that the Ooaler, pitying 
his Cafe, becaufe he cried out ,olten thro' ex* 
fream Pain, vTent to the 6i(hop^ and told him^ 
)m would not keep him to die under hit 
Hands: Whereupon he was allowed more 
Liberty, and after fome Time was freed from 
Prifon by the Lord ChznctWbr yiudley i but 
being ^ain fought tot by the Duke of Nor* 
Jblk^ for preaching againft auricular Confef- 
fion, Tfanifubftantiatioii> &c. he fled into 
Germany^ and there continued till the Death 
©f Kbg, Henry. 

Wteii King JSibi^i VL was crowMfd, \jgo 
retur^^and ^os made MiAifter of lf^$^ 

which 
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which he .held titl he wa$ deprived m Qae^ 
Marf% Reign oi his Livings, and had bcstd 
(o alfo of his Life, if his Friends in Zjonim 
h&d not concealed him. 

He continued preaching fome Months in 
the City of London^ but was at length appre* 
hended, with thirty-five more, and being car- 
ried to the Bifhop of Winchefter^ Dr. Stepbm 
Gardiner^ was committed to the (Sink Prifon, 
Two Days after his Commitment, the Whop 
called him before him ; and Mn Ro/h faid to 
him, that he marvelled why he (houhi be thtitf 
troubled for preaching what was*eftabli£hcd by 
the Word of God, the Laws of the Land, and 
his pwn Book, de Vera Obedimtia^ which laft 
Words a little angered the Bifliop; but, wfafcii 
he was accufed of praying that God* woubt 
cither turn Queen Marys Heart, or take her 
out of the World ; and of getting his Maid 
with Child (of both whicii Be cleared him- 
felf ) the BifhofJ feftt him to the Tower, and 
a little after to his own Diocefan, the lE^ihop 
of Normcb^ Dt.Hopton^ to be examined by 
him concerning his Faith. 

Being iarrived at Norwich, the Bifliop caa^ 
fed him to be brought before him in his Pa-* 
lace, and, after fome Qgeftions, charged Um 
with preaching moft damnable and deviliih 
Doftrines: Ta which he fai4 notfo, my 
Lord ; the I>or(arine I preached was true, fin* 
cere, and holy, grouhd^ upon the Word of 
Cod^ and fct forth by the Authod^ of two 
^ . Kings 
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iUngs, and the Confent of the Nobility aod 
Clergy of the Realm j and fince the Law 
^h been altered I iiave kept Silence ; and fo 
yoa ^o me wrong, to charge me with that of 
vhich I am free. The BiQiop then faid, that 
t)ie whole Nation had of late been out of the 
right Way ; but now all had fubmitted them- 
ielves^ and acknowledged the Faith, and fo 
ought he, if he would be accounted an Eng-- 
Ujhtfu^n^ and a Member of the Church of Eng^ 
/i«ii which he faying, he defircd to be, the 
BKbop ^ked him, what he thought of Ear^ 
Cqafeflions ? Is it not, faid he, a neceflary 
ecclefiaftical Law ? Rofe anfwered in fome 
Cafes it may be permitted, and in fome not ; 
because it had not its Original from God's 
blef&d Word \ but yet, if a Man, troubled 
in Conference, refort to a difcreet and learned 
Friend, k may be permitted ; but to bind a 
Man tq confer, his Sins in the Ears of a Prieft, 
is not of God, nor can be proved by his 
Word. 

Then iaid the Chancellor, you have preach* 
ed, that the natural and fubflanUal Body of 
Cbrijl is not in the Sacrament of the Altar j 
What iav you to that ? To which he an- 
fwered, 1 have verily fo preached, and believe 
it the only Truth. But doth not the Scrip- 
ture fay-, This is m Body? And can any 
Thii^ be plainer? laid the Birfiop. So are 
thofe Wprds, anfwer^^^ I am th^ Door of 

t^e Sheep. ^ } / am tfie, Vim^ &c. And yet Chrift 
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k Bot naturally any of thefe s they are all figu- 
rative Expreflidns. After this, -the Bifliop fent 
two of his Chaplains to him, and he asking 
them, Whether Cbriji'^ Body was not in Hea- 
ven, at God's Right Hand, and (hould fit 
there till the Day of Judgment? They an- 
fwered, Yea : Whereupon he asked them. 
What Body of his did they hold to be in the 
Sacrament ? They anfwer^d, an invifible 
Body, not to be feen, or occupy Space, made 
there by the Omnipotence of God's Word, 
Which he difallowed, yet owned Chriff to be 
prefent in the right Ufe and Difiribution of the 
Lord's Supper, and that it was a fpiritual 
Nouriflidient to all worthy Receivers of it 

After this the Bifliop going his Vjfitation, 
committed the Care of Mr. Rofe to Sir Wil^ 
Ham Woodboufe^ who let him efcape to Lm^ 
doriy from whence he fled beyond Sea, and 
flayed there till Queen Elizabeth came to the 
Throne, and then he returned. 



The HISTORY of 

WILLIAM ALLEN. 

William Allen of Watjir^bam^ was a la-* 
bouring Man, aiid fonie Time Ser-« 
vant to Jobn Hwgbton^ of Somerton^ Being im* 
prifoned firft, he was jtfter wards brought be- 
fore the JBi(hop of Norwich^ Dr. Moptorty iand 

being 
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being askcKl the. Caufe of his Confinement, he 
aofwered^ That he was put into Prifon becauie 
be would not follow the Croft, faying, that 
be would never go on Proceffion. The Bi(hop 
bearing this, adyifed him not to be £o refblute,. 
but return again to the Catholic Churchy and 
follow the pious Ufagcs of it. To which be 
anfwtred. That he would return to the Ca- 
tboHc Churchy but not to the Romijb Church f 
and farther added, That if he faw the King 
and Queen, and all others follow the Crofs, and 
l^net 1 down to it, he would not. , 

For this pofitive AOertion, the Sentence pf 
Condemnation was pronounced againft him g 
by ihe Bi(hop, Augufi 12 j 15551 and he I 
wai b^M at Waljingbamy in tbe Beginning of 
Siptemker ic\\6Wifi%. 



The HISTORY of 

VtTHOMJS CRAUMER, 

Lord Archbiihop di Canterbury. 

^HovMi Qranmtr was born at a Vill^ cajl'd 
-^ Arfela^on^ in Nottinghamjhirey of an an- 
cknt and genteel Family, and of which Name 
and Family there was alio a Seat in Lincoh- 
ftnre called Cranmer^Hall ; and being educa<* 
ted in good Learning, he was fent to the Un»* 
ytt&tj d[ Cambridge^ where he was chofen 

Fellow 
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Fellow of y^i College^ and being Maft^ of 
Arts, 10 courfe of Time^ he married a Gentle- 
man's Daughter, and therefore gave op hit 
Fellowfhip, and became Reader of BufJuitg-- 
bam College s and that he might apply him* 
felf with more Diligence to the Duty of hia 
. Office, he placed his Wife at an Inn in the 
Town, called the Dolphin-Inn, the Woman 
of the Houfe being fomewhat related to her ; 
and from hence arofe many falfe and flaioderous 
Reports of him, even after he was Archbifbop, 
f9me of his Enemies gave out that he had been 
only an Hoftler, and therefore without any 
good Learning, 

Whilft he continued Reader of Buckings- 
ham College, his Wife died in Childbed, after 
which the Mailers and Fellows of Jefu^ Col^ 
legej defirous of having their old Companion, 
chofe him again Fellow of that College, where 
being Tutor to two Sons of Mr. CreJ/y, of 
Waltham- Abbey in EJfex, he went with his 
Pupils to xhtir Father's Houfe, land ftatd there 
fome Months, becaufe the Plague was at that 
Tinw at Cambridge. This was in the Year 
1 5291 and at Waltbam- Abbey he met 'with 
Dr. Stephen Gardiner^ and Dr. Fox^ the -fifft 
Secretary, and the other Almoner to the King ; 
who being bis old Acquaintance, were defirous 
to hear his Opinion concerning the King's Di- 
vorce, which the Court of Rome had fo long 
delayed. Dr. Cranmer told them, that he be- 
lieved the moil effectual Means to quiet the 

King'a 
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King's Mind upon this Qucftioft, Whether i 
Man might marry his Brother's Widow, was 
to have the Matter tried by the Word of God, 
tod to refer the Diicufiion of it to fome learn-* 
cd^Dtvines, and not to ftay for the Sentence 
of Romef where Juftice was fct to Sale, and 
ezpoied to the beft Bidder. 

The King having heard this Advice by Fox, 
apl^oved of it, and fent for Cranmer to draw 
up his Opinion in Writing, which he did, and 
baOk*dit with an Argument of the UnlawfuU 
neis of the Marriage from Scripture,^ the Fa- 
that, and Councils, and confequently, that the 
Pope could not difpenfe with a Thing fo con- 
trary to the Word of God. This Work was 
puhii(h'd about the Beginning of theYear 1 53 1 } 
but he was fent Ambaffador to Rome the Year 
before, aioog with the Earl of Wiltjhire^ to de- 
fend the Judgment which he had gWen in Wri- 
ting; whcr? he acquitted himfelf as became a 
faimful and learned Man $ and the Pope, to 
pleafe the King, gave him the Tide of his Pe- 
nitentiary in £)7g^/j;ii/. 

He afterwards received a Commiflion to de- 
part from Rome^ztiA proceed to the Empcror*s 
Cou^t, there to difpute upon this Queftion 
witK the learned Men of Germany ^ where he 
£> flilly fatisfied Cornelius Agrippa of the Un- 
lawfalne& of the Marriage, that others were 
difc^raged from engaging in the Debate ; but 
CbrmJdii Agrippa giving out that the Matter 

-^ was 
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was clear and indiiputabie, feU under the Bo]k« 
pefor's Difpl^furc, and dy'd in Prifcwu . 
;; About tl\is Time, {^^gu/i i^^Zj] Arcb- 
bilhop ^^rAj/Ti died, and the King rccgnv- 
iwnded Cranmer to the Mopip of Cantetciurjg 
who immediately choie him Archbi£hop. As 
Soon as he heard it, he was v^y much dK- 
turbcd, confidering the Uncertainty pf tl*e 
Times, tlie Weight of the Office, the Dangfr 
there was in its Management, and the Fate qf 
his PredeceiTors, and therefore deiired to be 
Qxcufed, and ftayed feven Weeks ia Oerm^ify^ 
in hopes the King would forget him s but the 
'King would not allow of his Reaibns for not 
accepting it, but urged him to be copiecratt^ 
asfoon as he came home. Cranmer objoftod 
to the Oath that he muft take ^to the Pppe, 
which was whplly againft his C^nfeiencn: 
But for this, the King found a Salvo from the 
Lawyers, by which he, by entering his Pro^ 
tcflation, might take it as a Matter of Form. 

When h^ found nothing could excofir hioi, 
he was confecrated, March 30, 1533, by ytAn 
Vayfey^ Biihop of St. Afapb^ and Jobm, Bishop 
oi tshicoln. A little before his Confecratioo, 
he called a Synod, and propofed tWQ^Quef- 
liqns to be difculTed ; Wh^her tf^ marcy a 
Brother's Wife was contrary to the Laws of 
God, and indifpenfible by the PcJipc ? Prw. 
%\v. Qron* vn. And whether there vraa^Pro(^ 
of carnal Copulation betw^n An^mr m^iO^ 
therine ? All affirmed but fwc, Thefe Qucjf- 

S tiont 
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tions being thus rcfolvcd, the Archbifhop went 
to DunJlMe^ near which the Queefa lay, and 
having fummoned her, pronounced the Queen 
contumacious for not appearing, and to be 
divorced from the King. Whereupon at the 
ricxt Meeting of the Synod li was decreed, 
That the Pope had no Jurifdidlion in Eng^ 
land: That the Archbi(hop was not Apofto- 
Kc Legate, but Primate and Metropolitan of 
all England : That the King was Head of the 
Church under CAr;)? ; That' Bi(hops (hould 
Hereafter be made without the Pope's Con- 
feht, and the Tenths and Firft Fruits of Ec- 
clefiadical Benefices, ought to be paid to the 
King, and not to the Pope. The Pope .was 
very angry at thefe Proceedings, and excom- 
municated the King, who then favoured the 
Reformers, and tho' many Overtures of Re- 
conciliation were made between the Fope and 
him, which he was ready fometimes to accept, 
yet Cfanmer had always his Ear, kept his Fa- 
vour till the Day of his Death, and was made 
Executor' to his Will : Tho* he always told 
hiin the Truth, and often oppofed his De^ 
figns, and particularly difputcd in the Houfc 
of Lords a^ainft the Six Articles in the Year 
1539, above three Days together; which the 
King was fo for from refentrng, that he fent 
the Lord Cr^/^we//, his Vicegerent, i^ith the 
two Dukcisr-of' Norfolk and Suffolk^ and all the 
Lords df Parliament to Lambeth^ to dirte with 
hiai» and ta afliire him of his Favour. 

He 
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He was fto Icfs inflexible in another Affair 
nnder the Reign of King EdwardYl. when 
he would not confent to the diffolving of the 
Chanterics, till the King (hould be of Age i 
propofing that the Revenues of the Religious 
Houfes (hould be applied to the Relief of the 
poor Clergv, who were now brought under^ 
extreme Mifery by the 3ale of the imprcmriated 
Tythes, and protefting' againft the Wafte and 
Depredations which were comn^itted in the 
King's Minority • which made the Duke of 
Northumberland his Enemy, and involved him 
in many Troubles 5 which he was fo much 
the more accuftomed to bear, as that during 
the Reign of King Henry^ his Friends and 
nearefl: Dependants would often forfak^ him^ 
when they might have been ufeful to him. 

K\x\^ Henry VIM. dying in the Year 1547, 
the Archbiflnop foon obtained the Favour- of 
the Succeflbr (with fome Influence in Aflfairs) 
whofe Education he had hitherto chiefly di- 
refted, and to whom he wa^s Godfather, as 
he was alfo to Queen Elizabeth. 

He then publiihed Ave Books in Mainte- 
nance of the Evangelical DoiSrine of the Lord's 
Supper • againft which Stephen Gardiner wrote 
aTreatife, in titled. An Explication and Affer-^ 
tation of the Catholic Faith, touching the bM* 
fed Sacrament of the Altar. To which the 
Archbirtiop copioufly and learnedly replied! 

But Bifhop Gardiner fome Time after pub- 
KHi'd another Book in Latin upon the Sub^ 

8 2 jea. 
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jcft, which he called Marcui Conjlantius^ 
which wa» fully atxfwcrc4 and confuted by Pe^ 
ter Marty \ and the Archbi(hop like wife an- 
(Wered it in part, tho* then in Ptifoii. 

Befi4e8 ^hefij Tre^tifes, with feveral others^ 
which he wrote ; he bad the chief Part in 
drawing up the Forty^wo Articles in the Year 
1551 « he w^s alfo £u4 to be Author of the 
Cateclfijc^^ with Part of the Book oi Homilies ; 
and had the chief lufpeftipn of the. Reformath 
Xj(gum* Hq wholly applied himfelf to perfecJI 
the RefQf option ; and to jhat End, cau^d the 
|^pi(h Mafs to be laid afide, Church Ia>ages 
to be deftroy'd, the Sacranxent to be adminif^ 
^r*d in both Kinds, the reading pf the Scrip- 
tyres to all \ foriu'd a Liturgy in Englijb^ aU 
lowed the Clergy to marry, and ordered ^very 
thing in the Church as it now ftands. Then 
hi^^f^ fopie Dlyioesi in both Univeriities, 
fetn M(fxty at Os^ord% Martin Buc^r^ and 
Paulus pugiui at Cambridge ^ and invited f?* 
veral others of the Refofmatiop abroad iqtQ 
England. But nothing apger'd the Pope mor^ 
than that he degraded thofe who oppofed hi» 
Pefigo, z% Gardiner j^fhop of Wimbefieh^ 
Bonner Biflapp of Lcnd^n^ Tun^aJ Kiftiop of 
Durham^ H^ath Bifliop of Worcefler^ and Dayi 
Biftiop of CUi^bejler \ who were all of then* 
reftorcdbyQgeen !^<?rj,. and ftudied to re- 
venge the Wrong they had received, but efp?* 
cially Otffi//^^^ whofe Gpuncils were chiefly 
followed. 

On 
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Oa the Acceffion of Qacen Mary^ in Sep^ 
timber I ^$1^ there was a Report that he had 
changed his Religion with the Times, and that 
ht had promifed the Queen to fav a Dirige 
Mafs for her Brother, and that he nad reftored 
the Service of the Mafs at Canterbury^ to take 
off which Afperiions he publiftied his own 
Vindication, and refolved to ftand to the De* 
crees made in the Reign of &dwar4 VI. as 
agreeable to the Word of God and the Apoftlei 
Dodrine : Then it was refolved that he tnaft 
be taken off; but how to cf&d it was the 
Queflion : His Friends adv ifed him to go in^^ 
to Girmany^ as others had doiie, but thijr 
could not prevail on him to defert the Cavife 
of God, as he thought it, and f6 ftaying, hfc 
was fummoned to Appear at the Star-cham-> 
ber, and there he Was asked, tf he acfcnow-- 
ledged himfeif to be the Author oi the Book 
he wrote in his oWii VihdiCatlbn \ tte con- 
feffcd he was the Authdf 6f it \ and thit it 
might be known that his CbAfbfiidn Was i^ 
luntary, he declared his CbA^erA, that the 
Book was pubii(hed in the MaAiiet it theti 
appeared, fincc he had reTolved Id have en- 
larged it in many l^oiAts, atid to h^e 6tdeif- 
.ed it to be affixed at St. Paut^ ^ttd ofher 
Churches, with his Hand and ^1 to it The 
Commiffioners feeing hi& Cbtaiiaiicy, diibiif- 
fed him for thd p/eleAt, liylftg, thetr had nd- 
thing more to &y to him at .that Tifiie, but 
that he Oiould hbfr larthet frdib theAu 

i I tte 
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He was not long after fent to the Tower, 
and condemned for Treafon, in that he con- 
ieoted to the Queen's Exclufion ; bdt when (he 
could not juftly deny him his Pardon, when all 
the reft concerned in the faid pretended Trea- 
fon, were difchargcd^ and feeing he was the 
laft of all who fuhfcribed to , King Edward's 
Requeft, and that much againft his Will, he 
waa releafed of the Treafon $ and as he could 
die but once, (he refolved he (hould be burnt 
as aoHeretiC) befidesdie thought it might not 
feem quite fo well^ that he (hould be put to 
Peath for Treafon againft herfelf, when it was 
fo well known^ that he had faved her in thie 
Reign of her Father, in the Year 1536, when 
he had refolved to ftrike a Terror into all his 
Subjects, by openly putting her to Death } 
and no other Perfon about the King dur(t 
fpeak a Word in her Favour, 

That the premeditated Miirdcr of this good 
Archbi(hop might be the better coloured, he 
was fent to Oxford^ with the Bi(hops Ridley 
znd Latimer^ under Pretence of having a fair 
Difputation with certain Divines on Matters 
^d keUg^on ; but they di(puted uildef great 
. Pifadvantages, 

The Commiffioiiers ajppoiritcd for this Pur- 
pofc were Dr. Martin and Dr. Story, who re- 
ceived their Authority fcom the Queen/ with 
BrOQis^ Bi(hop oH Qhucefter^ who was ap- 
pointed^the Pppe'sDcIegate j ta whpin, when 
. Ibfi WM brought t9 §t Afory'sChutch, he ab- 
^ foltttely 
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(blately refufed to pay any Reverence ; but^ kt 
the fame Time, made a low Obeifanceto the 
Queen's GomoKiifSoncrs, 

He was charged with Herefy and Inconti*- 
nency, and the Article of Treafon was not 
forgot, tho' the Queen had pardoned it. He 
was accufed of Herefy, becaufe he had preach^ 
ed according to the Gofpel^ of Incontinence } 
becaufe he bad been twice iT^rricd ; of. Trea- 
fon, becaufe he had fublcribed King Edwari% 
Will, or Letters Patents, which fettled the 
Bucceflion of the Crown on the Lady Jam^ 
though, as is faid before, he was the laft Man 
that fubfcribed it ; infilling a confidbrftble 
Time, that he could not do it in Confcience ) 
and the Will was already ratified by all the 
Council, as alfo by the Judges of the Realm*. 

When he confeiied that be had been twice 
married. Dr. Martin &id, that his Children 
then (hould be Bondfmen to the See of Qan^ 
terbury. But the Archbilhop fmiled at that, 
and ftsked him. If a Prieft (hould have Baf* 
tards by a Concubine, whether thefe Children 
would be Bondfmen to his Benefice ? Then 
iaid he, I hope you'll mfike my Children's 
Cafe no worfe. 

• Having anfwered with Simplicity and Wif«. 
<lom feveral Queftions that were^ asked hini^ 
he was fummoned to a{q)ear ziRme in four- 
fcore Day« ^ which he £ud, he would do^ if the 
jKing and Queen, would foid him^. But that 
Citation was ifooa mi(lli%'d^ .by, it il^ttr ex- 
N«. ,.. • 84 ccutory 
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Mut6r|r from tho Pope to degrade and de^ 
pdve bim^ declaring that be bad wilfully re-* 
fttfed to obey the Summons ; tho' the Letter 
eaflM before the fcNirfi::ore Days were expired, 
tnd tho* it was notorious that he was all the 
Timc.kept in clofeB:iion, and fo could not 
•ppcMT aoj where. 

Thii Letter gave him Noticfc to prepare for 

Death, ths. Fear of which, notwithftanding 

llis Imiocence and ^eadincfs in all the fornner 

iLSionsof his Life, betrayed him at thisTime 

ioto d vory great Weakoeis. Ridley and La^ 

timer wettdad^ who had often ftrengthened 

bim in the Faith, aa^ be had alfo aiSfted and 

comforted each of them ; he was now left a- 

kne to ftruggk widb powerful Temptations, 

deftimte of real, and furrounded with pretend-* 

ed Friends, who, like fb many Meflcngers of ' 

Satan, laid Snares io bis Way, and witb dili^ 

gent Maboe watched his Haltings ; and thii 

yfMiihcJffut of it, .that at length be was 

treacberoufly inveigted to iign a Paper, in Con«* 

rJnnation <^.aM the main Errors of Popery ; 

all kind. of lo^ticements were niadeUfe of to 

, liriog hiiii to thia ) be was promiied not only 

Life, but Wealth, and Reftitutioo to his for^ 

./taer Dignities, or if be lik^ a prirate Life bet-- 

.ler^ an bonouniblc Stipend for bis Mainte*- 

naoce,^ and an Affissaoce of the conftant Fa« 

vaac pf the King and Queea i Some diink 

. ib^t it: w«t noneof dide prevailed upon him 

. i^jEpddv « ^ Defite:he bad t9 live, that ii« 

:; '■ ^ight 
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might iiniih bk Anfwer to the Eiihof of IFift^ 
chejier's Book, in titled^ Marcus Qmfiantius$ 
which was w(ote in Defence of TcanfubfttA- 
tiation. But let the Motive be what it fOAf^ 
it is plain that it was ag^nft his Conicience* 
The Form of the Recantation^ which he aftei^ 
wards fo much repented of^ was as foUows : - 

^' ' I Thomas Cranmer^ late ArchUQiop of 
** CanUrbury^ do renounce, aUior, and deteft^ 
^^ all Manner of Herefiea and Errors of Li^ 
^^ Jber and Zwngtim^ and all itfher Teacb- 
^' ings which are contrary to found and tme 
^^ DoArine^ And I believe moft conftandy 
'^ in my Heart, and with my Mouth I oo»- 
^' fei^ one Ho^ and Catholic Chfich vifiblt^ 
^* without the which there is no Sdvatio»i 
^' and whereof I acknowledge the Bifliopof 
^^ Riime to be iiipreme Head on ^artb» to be 
'' the higbeft Biihop and Pope^ and Cbilft% 
^^ Vicar, unto whom airChriftiaaPtoi^Qai^ 
** to be Ibbjed. 

*^ And ai; cpucemn^ the Sacraaii0t% I 
^^ believe and worihip in the Sacranaefit of tht 
'' Altar, the very Body and Blood of Clirift^ 

beio{ contained moil truly under cfae Fonta 
''of Bread afld Wine: the Bread cbrongb 
'' the mighty Power ^God being tWMd m^ 
'' to the Body of our Saviour jOn Chrift^ 
"^ add the Wine into bia Bbod. 

" And inrfiic other fix SacyaiBiaagaMb (Mob 
^' atinihis) IbtiiMeao^iloldafi^Uiw^ 

•^61 
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••*i(tt Cbbrch hokfcth, and the Church of 
^**f|fo«iif jadgcth and dctcrmirieth. ♦ 

' wFttrthfertnorc, I believe that there is a Place 
" tiif J^irgact>ry, wK^re Souls departed bepu- 
^' ni(hed for a Time ; for whom the Church 
•* doth gbdly and wholcfomcly pray, Kfce as 
•*^4t dckh -hcmour Saints and make Prayers to 
•^ iheifl. 

*'*FiiiaUy, in all Things I profefs, that I 
•* dtt nbt 6therv<rife believe, than the Catholic 
*^ Chttrdr, and the Chilrch of Ji^;?^^ holdeth 
•♦ and ttochetb. I amforry that ever I held 
•• or thought otherwife : And I bcfeech AU 
" mighty God, that of his Mercy he will 
^ voticiMfo to forgive me, whatfoever I have 
^ e^QUded againft God or his Church, and 
^^ ftf^Tdefire and befeech all Chriftian People* 
*' to^toray for me, 
• ^^'fAnfd all foch as have been deceived either 
•^ %3^my Example or Dc^rine, I require them 
^•: b^ the Blood of Jefos Chrift, that they (hall 
^* remrn to the Unity of the Church; that we 
*^ ftWy bfc allof one Mind, wkhotit Schifm or 
*^ DWfi&h. 

' ^^' Atid^ lo conclude, as I fubmit ifty&lf to 
**^ the Cd^hoKc Churth of G&ri)?^ and to the 
*^ ^uprome^Head'thtereof^ fo I fubuftf^myfetf 
•^^ ttiSti»f*he ttdft txeeHetit Majefties of Philip 
^ iiid ^fl^ry; Kingiind Queen of this: Realm 
*^ fH^EngUHd, ^c. arid C6 all other their Laws 

and Ofdidances^ being ready always as a 

i9SlhM^\x\>il& AndiGod 

I' is 
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is rny Witnefs that I have not ddnc iftif 
for Favour, or Fear of any Perfon, but 
willingly and of mine own Mind, as well 
to the Difcharge of my own ConicicBce, 
** asto thelnftrutaionof others." : 

Tlie Recantation of the Archbifliop was- 
lio looner made, but the Dodors and Pre- 
lates without Delay, caufed it to be printed nid^ 
fent it abroad, that it might be in all Meof 
Hands. Whereunto for better Credit, firft' 
was added the Name oi fbomas Cramnir, 
with afolemn Subfcription, then followed the 
Witneffes to it: Henry Sy4aU, and Frier yUm 
de Villa Garcina. 

All this while Cranm^ was in Hope8^^ 
his Life, and might have been fure of it,. bad 
there been any Faith or< Honour in the fto- 
mifcs of Papifts } but this was the Fruit of 
his Recantation, that the Paper Was (caice 
figned, but 4 Writ was iflued ibr his Exe^ 
cution; and there was' not in much as mv 
Pka offered for the Violation of their J^o- 
mifes: Only they (aid, that though odwn 
m^ht be pardoned on a Recantation, 'ther« 
was no Reafon it fhould ferve his Turn, wfa» 
had been the great Promoter of Hertfy, and 
■had corrupted the whole Nation; that hit 
reconciling himfelf to the Church, was j{oo4 
for bis Sod, and might do good to «%bM* 
l>ut be fliould receive no other &nefit ini. 
% 
Th^ Lord' CbanceUor Bikah toojc (Care, 

not 
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mtowtftowrali thfi Wkit, but alio the Witr 
nuM* by which he was ordered to iiToe it. 
Vfbk^ bwig ft Tlu9g unufua], it Teemed as if, 
tqfi^'tlliiiA^ he MfQuld be thought to wa(h 
his Hands from the Blood of this innocepjt 

^■Tiic Order of hia Execution being coii<^ 
dMhtX'ffom him,, the Queen feot privatetjF 
ibfl fi^ <C0lft Provoft of Eton, and command* 
tid ihi{n» a^iiaA the 2; fl of MarcB, to pre>-} 
pu«ui Euntrai Sermon far Cranmer's Boraing, 
and hAmOiog him farther what to do fent 
llMiik«wif . 

Soea after the Lord Williams of ^ame and 
ttB.>:Lord iK&iMii^i^ Sir ?'^«ri7i ^rii^^i, and 
9h y^n Br»m were fent for, with other 
liftloeiof the Peape, and commanded in the; 
Qaaei»'s;Nanie» to be at Oxford cok the fame 
Day^ inth their Servants and fletinue, left 
ibill jftonld Jbe sny jumolt on the Occatr 



~>iOtt£ple hayifl;g.:hi5 InAruSbns, as before 
tmUaovtd, repaired to Oxford, ready to play 
tt»t|^art I the. Pfty , before the Execution be 
meiKtiatCranmfit. iffto the Prifoa» to try if he 
iNMKi^Nied in the CathoUa Faith, as he before 
left ban : And Qrmmr having apiWered hin^ 
ilMt^hf GodTs Gniee« be would daily be more 
j M wi b med in it, he left him for t^t 'time ^ 
iMiiWnnied the next Day/ giymg the Arcb^ 
lai&dp as yet no Notice of the Death, he was 
J(b< ibotl t9 fiiff^r: He as^ Ingx if Jbe had 
: t ' Money, 
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M6ney, and hiring anfwcred, tbiit '^ilNii 
none; he gave him fifteen Croiii^fiatQ d^i^ifi^ 
as he thought fit; and £( eachortuig' hiok^^ll^ 
Conftancy iiithe Faith took leave i^db^oit 
and went to make ready for his Sei!m(»ii/ nc« 
By this, and fome other Things, the Am^ 
bifliop b^an to gueis al what ffaeyHwej^ ^iKMit 
It being ycc bat early in the Morm^^ mr4 
tlie Lords and Gentlemen who were td nttfmA 
the Execution being not yetcome^ %1m^imi^ 
Frier, before mentioned, J^bn 4e ViiJk iQAf^ 
€ma^ came to the Arcfabi(hop in th^ WA^t^ 
and brought a Paper with '' Artick% m\axh 
Cranmer was openly to pr<^fs in hie. Re- 
cantation before the Peoptev earneftly d<3irnj| 
-him to write the faid Articles over with hi^ 0W4I 
Hand, And ^gn them widi bis 6wo ^humi 
which when he bad jdooe the Frier rdef red 
that he wonld write aGiothor Copy^^ wbkll 
ftould remain with him^ and f bat he didr«IGt 
But yet the Arcbbi(hop being not ignQfaat.4f 
what they intended, and thinking the.Hsip 
at Hand in which he could* oa longer difiisi* 
fate the Profeflion of his Fdith with Catttit* 
People, he put fecretly in bis Bofem hiaPn|M^ 
with his Exhortation, wdttcm m «aiMdMr 
Paper, which he refotved to recite toi ibl^ 
People, before he ma<k the laft Profdp^A of 
his Faith, fearing left if they had beafdu^ 
Confeflion of his Faith fir ft, they would MX 
afterwards have fiiffered faWito tsduvt'^ke 
People. ' . ^ . ^ ou: j;-:ii 

Soon 



Digitized 




i74 the ntsr O R Y of 
' Soon after, z,t about Nine of the Clock, the 
toti: ffiUiam\ the Lord Sbaindois, Sir J^i&« 
iBr^tiw and other- Jttfticcs, who were ient by 
^e Queen's Council, came ta Oxford with a 
great Train of Servants. And a great Con-? 
GOuiie of People -of all Sorts being gathered 
€6giither^ tbe Anchbi(hop was led from the 
Bocardo Prifon to St, Marf^ Church : And a 
lamentable Spedtacle it was to all Chriilian 
£3res to behold him, who late was Archbifhop, 
Metropolitan, and Primate of England, the 
King's Privy Councellor, and regarded as one 
of his greateft Favourites, In a bare ragged 
Gown, with an old dirty iquare Cap, ex- 
pofed to the Contempt of all Men, deprived 
of all his Wealth and Dignities, and con^- 
* detnned to die the mod painful JDeath. 

JBeing brought to the Church he was fet 
on a high Seat f hat he might be feen by aH 
•Men, znd Dr. Coky began his Sermon, which 
gave him Notice, that he was forthwith to 
'he executed, treating in his Diicourfe on the 
'Tuftice and Mercy of God, which are" not 
inconfiftent Attributes, and then applying his 
.Diftinfitions to the Condition of Princes, who 
we Gods upon Earth, - whom it behoves to be 
juft as well as merciful. 

' He magnified' the Archbi(hop*s Converfion, 
^yi^g> That it proceeded from the Hand of 
God, having not been wrought^ in him by 
Arguments, but through the immediate Work- 
ing of the Spirit. He gave him great Hopes 

of 
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of Heaven, and ai]Kired him there (hdildl be 
Maffes faid for his Soul in all the Churches of 
Oxford. 

When the Seroion wase; 
called out to him to make a 
feflion of his Faith, that tl 
Room of Sufpicion left ( 
Catholic. The Archbiftio] 
give an Account of his 
Heart : And then ftandin 
open it to them. He de( 
pray to God to forgive hii 
himfclf the greatcft of Sim 
the Humility of his Heart, 
Sins to anfwer for than an) 
there was one that troubl< 
reft, which he would forthv 
He ■ then pulled the Paper 
tvhich he had drawn up as 
Confeflion of Failh j whi( 
People. 

The Paper began with a 

^reffions of Rcmorfe dnd 

proceeded out of it to exhc 

^iet iheir Hearts on Things 

^obey the King and Queen fc 

;to love one another 5 and t 

Then repeated the Apqftks 

lief of the Scriptures; An 

come to the Point which 

fcience more than any Tli 

.or did in my whol^ Ofc ; v 
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fitibiog a Paper ioootrafy to the Truth, and 
•gainft my 0>nfeiem:c^ which Paper i here r«- 
noance and rcfufc : 'And forafmuch as my 
Haoddfiended in %8ing it$ that Hand flial! 
be firft puniulhpd : Ju i am {o die by Fire, tb^t 
cHafid (ball he firft burnt^ 
. And as for the Pope, I renounce bin* as 
Antichrift, with all bi« falie Do^in^ : Aivl 
as £or the Sacrament, I believe as I have tajught 
in my Boob agjunil the 6i(bop of JViticb^er ; 
which Book te^cbctbfo true a Do^S^rhie pf the 
Sacrament, that :it (h^ fiandat the laA Qay 
before the Judgment of Gpd, where ,theP?i- 
piftical Do^rine, contrary. theceunto, (b&U.he 
:iihamed tqfbew its Face*. . 

Upon hearing tKiSrf |fae whole Congfcption 
: vat nMch ilartled >nd aniazed, \t bung Co 
Qontrairy to what they had been told of his 
Kccantationi But the Papifts .raile4 at |?w, 
ind called hkn Diflecnbler ; Bt|t ^e;!(cplyfd, 
Ab I my Mafters^ Jo not take itfo, Jon I w^s 
4ihvays a IfaUr of Falfiooi^ and ^ Lo^er of 
StmpHcity^ and never hefore tins Jime b^iH t 
SffemhUii and then^ the Tear^^uQi;^ b1p[%- 
-tttully &i^ his Eyes ; and , fee; began ^ §>eak 
more of the. Sacranieei^ but his Enemi^js ^jled 
tMit, Stop, the Eleretic'a Mputh, pojl hiaxdQwx) ; 
which when they had done, tht^y led kii9> td- 
wtfds the fire, and the Frji^s wem along with 
'iBka^ cryhigoat to b>m,^WhatMadnel^ ^ 
«poflei3fid yott, that y^ii We returned agaiij^ to 
yo9r Bcraft?' .And ufing many t|^»?atf^iqg 

Speeches 
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Speeches to him, but he regarded them not, 
nor made them any Reply^ only to one whom 
he foand very troublefome, he ikid he wi(hed 
he would go home to his Study, and ply his 
Book diligently; faymg, tf he did diligently 
call upon God, and read more, he would get 
ICnpwlcdge* 

When he came to the Place of" Execution, 
which was in the Tovtrn Ditch ^t is round 
the Walls of Ox/^r^/ over*againft Baliol College, 
in the very Place where theBifliops Ridkj^ znd 
Latimer had fufiered before, he kneeled miwn, 
and prayed to God, and then prepared him- 
fclf for the Fire, by iWipping himfelf to his 
Shirt, which reached down to his Feet : His 
Feet were bare^ and fo was his Head, which 
had not any Hair on it ; but his Beard was 
long and thick, covering his Face with a mar* 
vellous Gravity, which moved Pity in the Be- 
hohiers. Several Perfbns (hook nim by the 
Hand, and took Leave of him : Then the 
Chain was caft about his Body, and he faftened 
to the Stake. 

When the Wood was kindled, and the 
Flames came near him, he ftretched fbrrti his 
right Hand, as he had. promiftd ; and never 
moved it from the Fire, favc once, thit he ' 
wiped his Face with it, till it was quite burnt 
to A(hes ; of which, Thuanus^ tho' not t'Pro*- ^^ 
teftant, gives a particular Relation. When the 
Fire reach'd his Body, he feem'd not to feet 
any^Pain j but be lifted up his Eyes W^^a^-^ 
T ven. 
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ven, often fayiog, '[bat uawtrtby Hand \ asd 
often crying out. Lord 'Jtfut receive my Spirit, 
tilt he gave up the Ghoft, which was in the 
fixty-ieventh Year oiYm hgc,' on March the 
2ift, 15C6. 

By hb Death he ieemed to verify what King 
Henry VIII. had once foreboded, when he pro- 
moted him to the Archbiflioprick : He made 
him change the Coat of his Family, and in- 
ftead of the Cramt which before was given by 
the Cranmers^ to take the Pelican, which is 
(aid to feed her Young Ones with her Blood ; 
intimating, as if he forefaw that this holy Man 
would Sometime die a Martyr for the Coipel. 



The HISTORY of 

JOHN maundhell, 

WILLIAM COBERLB% 

AND 

JOHN S9ICER. 

John Maundrel^ was the Son of Robert 
Maundrel^ oi Rowd^M the Cduqty of 
ITiZfi, Farmer^ and was brought tip from his 
Childhobd in Husbandry. After he came to 
Man's Efiate, he dwelt in a Village called Bu^ 

champton^ 
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cbamptOtt^ in the Parifh of Revel^ in the County 
of /JT/Y/i aforefaid, where he had a Wife and 
Children, and bore an extraordinary good 
Charader, for an honeft, induftrious, and 
fober Man. This John Maundf^h after the 
Scripture was tranHated into ^nglijb^ by 
that faithful Apoftle of England, William 
TinJal^ became a diligent Hearer, and a fer^ 
vent Embracer of God's true Religion. He 
delighted in nothing fo much as to hear and 
ipeak of God's Word^ and was never without 
a. New Tejiiment about him^ altho* he could 
not read himfelf ^ but when he came into 
any Cbmpany that could^ his Book was vX^ 
ways ready. He had a great Memory, and 
couki recite moft Parts of the New "Tefia-^ 
ment. 

In the Days of King Henn VIII. when Dr. 
^rigmtA and Dr. Lee vlfited the Abbies, the 
fakl John Maundrel was brought before Dr. 
Trigoni^n^ at an Abbey called B^ngton^ in 
faid County of fTilts, where he was accufed of 
having (poke againft the Holy Water^ and 
Holy Bread, and fuch^ike Ceremonies ; and 
for the fame was ordered to do I^cnance in a 
white Sheet, and bear a Candle in his Hand 
round the Market, in the Town of the X)e^ 
vizes. His Fervency, neverthclcfs, did not 
abate, but by God's merciful Adiftance he wad 
the more confirmed in the Truth. 

In the Reign of Queen Mary^ when Po- 
pery 'was reftoted, and God's true Religion 
T a put 
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put to Silence, John Maundrel left his own 
Houfe, and went into Gloucejlerjhirey and 
the North Part of Wilt/hire^ and feeking fach 
Men as he knew feared God, he lived fome- 
timcs with one, and foniietimes with another, 
as a Servant to . keep their Cattle 5 but after 
a while returned to his own Country, and 
there cloning to i\k Devizes to a Friend, 
tiamed Anthony Cke, he talked to him about 
returning to his own Houfe ; but the other 
exhorted him, by the Words of the Scripture, 
to flee from one City to another, he replied by 
the Words of the Apocafypfe xxi. of them that 
be fearful, &c. that ht needs muft go home; 
and fo he did, where he, with Spicer and 
Cobertey ufed at different Times tb confer to-: 
jgether. 

At length they agreed to go together upon 
a iS/^Wtff to the Parifti Church, called Revel^ 
where the faid Maundrely and the other two, 
f^tng the Pittiffiioners follow in Proccflion, 
and worlhip the Idol there carried along, they 
adviied them to leave the fame, and return to 
the living God ; and fpoke particularly to one 
Robert Barkfdaky a principaf Man of the Pa- 
rilb, but he regarded them not. 

After this, the Vicar came into the Pul- 
pit, and being about to begin his Bead-Roll, 
and pray for the Saints: In Purgatory ; yohn 
Maundrel^ fpeaking with an audible Voice, 
laid. He was the Pope's Pinfold, and his two 
Compaobns affirmed the ' fame ^ whereupon, 

by 
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by Order of the Pricft, they were fent to the 
Stockfiy where they were kept till Service was 
done^ and then were i:arrled before a Juilice 
of the Peace, who fent them all thrte to 
Salisbury Goal, and there they were prefented . 
before fiiihop G7/I0I7, 2J^A William Geffrty^ the 
Chancellor of the Dioceie 1 by whom they 
were imprifoned, and oftentinocs examined 
privately at their own Hoofes, . bijt feldom 
openly^ And at the lajft Examination, the 
Chancellor, being accompanied by Mr. 5/^ 
Jobriy High Sheriff of the (pounty» and many 
PopUh Pricfts of the Parilh of Bjberton-At^ert 
demanded of them;. How they believed ? 

They anfweripd) a$Chr)ftiao Men (hould 
and ought to believe: And firft, they faid 
they believed in God the Father, and in the 
Son,; and in the Holy Gboft, the twdve Ar- 
ticles of fhe Creed, ^ Holy Scripture, from 
the fir ft of Gmefit to^ th? laft.of the Rew^ 
iationL B^ the Chancellor examin-d them 
concerning particular Article;.: Firftt Whe- 
ther they did not bslieyei that in the Sacra- 
mffnt of the Altar^ a$ ; hc( t^oi'd it, after the 
\/^ords of Coniecration l^ken by the JBriefl at 
Mais, there remained no rSuhftance of Bread 
nor Wine, hut Chrift's Body, Fle(h and Bloody 
a8 he wat bora of the Vir^ Mary %, where^ 
unto th^ aniwqr^d pegatively^ iaying, That 
the Popi0i Maifs , jwras . abominabte Iddatry, 
gnd injurious to, the Blood oi thrift i but 
confe^n^ ^ th^t 10 4 /<atNi|l Coograj^atioQ, 
T 3 tho 
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the Sacrament dxAy adminifter'd, according 
to Chrift*t Inftitution, his Body and Blood is 
fpiritoally received by the faithful Believer, 

Then being ztktd, Whether the Pope was 
Sttpreme Head of the Church, and Chrift't 
Vicar oh Earth ? They anfwered negatively, 
laying, That the Bifliop of Rome ufurped over 
Emperbrs and Kings, and was Antichrift, and 
God*s Eneniy, 

The Chancellor bid, Will you have the 
Church without a Head ^ 

They anfwered, Chrift was Head of his 
Church, and undef Chrift the Queen's Majefty. 
What^ faid the Cbaficellc^, a Woman Head 
of the Church ? YesT, ftid they, withiA her 
Grace's Dominions* 

Next they were asked. Whether the Souls 
in Purgatory were delivered by the Pope's Par- 
dons, and the Suffrages of the Church > 

They faid, they b&lieved faithfully that the 
Blood of Oirift had purged their Sins, and 
the Sins of them who were faved, unto the 
End of the Woiid, fo that rhey feared nothing 
from the Pope^s Purgatory, nor efleemed fm 
P^dons. 

Then Aey were asked, Whether Images 
were necefiary to be in Churches, and Saints to 
be prayed to and wor&ipp'd ? 

They anfwered negatively ; JobnMaundrel 
anfwered. That wooden Images were good fo 
roaft a Shoulder of Mutton, but evil in the 
Chorcb. vt4iertby Iddatry was committed. 

Thefe 
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Thefe Anfwers being made^ the Chancellor 
read their Condemnationy and fo delivered them 
to the Sheriff Then iaid John Spictr to the 
Sheriff, Ob, Matter Sheriff! Now do they 
make you their Batcher, that yon may be alfo 
guilty with them of innocent Blood before the 
Lord. 

This was on the 23d of March, Anm 1556, 
and the next Day, the 2^th, they were carried 
out of the common Goal, kq% Place between 
Satisbury and fViUon^ where two Pofts were 
iet np to burn them at. When they were 
come to the Place of Execution, they kneeled 
down, and prayed privately together; and 
then being ftript to their Shirts, John Maun^ 
drel fpoke with a loud Voice, and (aid, M, 
not for all Salisbury 5 whk:h Words wercfup- 
ppfed to )» an Anfwer to the Sheriff, who 
offered him the Queen's Pardon if he would 
recant And after that, John Spicer fpoke, 
and faid, Tl^isis the jifjfuUeji Day that I ever 
Jaw. Thus were they burnt at two Stakes, 
where thqy gave, with great Conftancy and 
Relblution, their Bodies to the Flames, and 
their Souls to the Lord, for the Teftimony 
of his Truth. 

It is to be noted of William OAerky^ that 
whilft he was in Prifi>n, his Wife, named 
Alici^ was alfo apprehended, and detained in 
the Keeper's Houfe ; where the Keeper'sWife, 
Jgms Penicote^ played her this Trick 5 ihc 
heated a large Key red hot, srtid kid it on the 

T 4 Grail 
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(in& ip the Back-Yard ; then calling to y^lUe 
Coberlp to fetch it in all hafte, the poor Wot 
ipan (pdd^Iy catching it up, burnt her Hand 
gricvioufly i which made her cry out. Ah, 
Uiou /brab, iaid the Keeper's Wife, bow 
flipuld'ft thou, that can'ft not abide the burn- 
ing of the Key, be able to abide the burning 
thy whole Body i and this induced the other 
to revoke. 

, But to return to the Story of CoberUy her 

Husband, who was not to be deterred by any 

iuch Arts^ when he was brought to the 

S^ake^ as the Wind flood he was fomewhat 

long in burning : After his Body was fcorched 

with tne Fire, and his left Arm drawn and 

taken from him by the Violence of the Fire, 

t^e Flefh being confumed to the Bone, he 

the Chain, and with his right 

his Breafl: foftly* the Blood and 

out of his'Mouth. Afterwards 

thought Ke had b^en dead, he 

upright^ apd then fell again in- 



- ■«'■ i 



The H I S T O R Y of 

JOAN WA&T. 

JOanWaJi, of the PariOi of AlLHallmi, 
in the Town of Derby ^ was a very fin- 
gular Example pf Ccnftapcy and Piety^^ who 
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wafi the Daughter of WiUiamWafi^ a Barber 
and Ropcmaker of the faiB.'Parifh ; and the/ 
bora blind, learned to knit Stockings and 
Sleeves s by which, and affifting her Father 
and Brother in making Ropes (for (he never 
would be idle) fhe got herfelf 
Maintenance. In King E(hvard 
about fixte^ Years old/ fhe fi 
Ghiiurches very much>. the Servio 
performed in a Language undc 
9nd was much ^fk&tA vidth th( 
the Proteftants, who were very zealous ; and 
particularly Dr. 7ayhr^ who ufed to a0ert in 
his Preaching, that what he taught, he be* 
lieved in his Confcience to be . truet and 
would anfwer for it at the Judgment^Seat (^ 
God. 

She alfo fpared fo macl\ out of her La^ 
hour, as to purchase a New Teibment^ 
which (he procured Perfons, either by Friend-* 
(hip, or by paying them for it, to read ix% 
long by her, that (he bad got many Chaip« 
ters by Heart, and by both Mmqs had ar« 
rived at a good Knowledge of the Proteftant 
Dofftrincs. 

In Queen JkTjr/s Reign, b^ng then about 
twenty- two Years old, me was accuied to Dr« 
Ralph Banes^ the Bifliop of Litcbfield and Oh 
ventry^ (a M^n of a burning Zeal in the Paw 
pUh iduiie) of Herefy, in holding, Thait the 
^crament was only a A^emoria)^ or Reprefeuir 

t^tion^ 
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tation, of Cbrift's Body, and that the Ek- 
ments were meer Bread ancl Wine, and not 
Chrift's, real fiody, after Coa&cration ; and 
that they ought not to be kept from tin[ie to 
tioie upon the Altar, but iaimediatcly re- 
ceived, &c. ^ 

Bong iutnmoned to anfwer to this Accu- 
&tion, (be faid^ That (he believed as 0ie. had 
been taught in King EJboari^ Tiufie, which 
was according to Scripture ; but afterwards 
being terrified with Threatenings from the 
Kfbop and his Chancellor, Dr. Drayaa^ (be 
added, if the Biihop would take it on his Con- 
Icbnce, that xht Popilh Doctrine was true, and 
would aiKfwer for her before God, as Dr. Taj- 
lor had ptomi&d, (he, being apoor-^norant 
Woman, would fubmit : The Bi(bop pro- 
mi&d be would ; bat the Chancellor^ told 
him, he ought not to engage in that Manner 
for afi Heretic ; Whereupon the BKhop rctrac- 
ted, ami the Woman pcrfifting in her Belief, 
received Sentence of Condemnation, and be- 
ing delhrered to the Bailifis of the Town to be 
kaqpt tiU the Writ de Hantsco tomburendo came 
down, (he was burnt in a Place call'd Wind-^ 
miUPit, Augufi I, 1556- 



The 
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ThcHISTORTof 

JOHN BROfFN: 

JOhnBrown was tak«n ap upoo th& Infor- 
mation of a Soul-Prieft, for jocularly asJ{>-^ 
ing him, how he coukl fave a Soul» if he 
knew not ^here to find it^ when he went t9 
Mafs, nor where he left k when Mais waa 
done ? The Prieft, angry at his Demand, 
accnicd him to AEcbbifl^ JVarkimn by who& 
Warrant he was carried before him and Bi(hop 
Fiflser^ who ordered him to be fct barefool 
upon hot Coaby to oblige him to deny his 
Faith; which not preyailing^ he was fent to 
Afhfori^ put into the Stocks at Night, and the 
next Day bebg WbitJUmiay^ \ti the Ewning 
he was burnt in that Town^ Jlnno 1557* 

The HISTORT of 

THOMAS SROfTN. 

THomas Brtrwrt, of St. BnWs Parifli in 
Fleet-Street^ being at Fulbam^vntt^^ 
Suired to beprefent at Ma6 ; but refufing, was 
immoned before the Bifhop^ to hear the de* 

finitive 
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£aitive Sentence, which, as he was about to 
dof he fatd to Brtmn^ that he heard that he 
and his Fellows reported, that he fought their 
Blood ; to which Brown anf\Vered, that he 
was Jpdced a ^lood-fucl^er, and wi{hed he had 
as niuch Blobd as was io the Ocean for him to 
fuck } whereupon Boner proceeded to con- 
denin h\m for Herefy ; and he was burqt in 
Smitbfield^ January 27, 1556. 

Tfce HrsTOR Yof 

JOAN LAS HFORD. 

yOan Lajhford, oi JJuU AUialkms, in 
J ItbameS'ftreet^ was accufedof notcomii^, 
to Mafs, or receiving the Sacrament, or bang . 
confefled for above a Twelvemonth before, 
laying, that her Confcicnce would not fuficr 
her to do other wile; She being about twenty 
Ycara old, -was, for thefe Crimes, as they 
were accounted^ takcQ 9nd kept in the Bifliop's 
IW/bn, where (he was tempted by Promifes 
and Thr^tenings^ to renounced ^>nnert. 
Opiiiions^ but ilouB would not 1 .l^l4 ^t^tbcrc^^ 
upon Condemned for Herefy, and hufHt ia 
Smi^ld Ukewife; 011 January the; . ^Tth, 
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,Thc HISTORY of 

THOMAS MORE. 

nr'Homas More^ was a poor ignorant Servant, 
•^ of about twenty-four Years of Age, who 
being to fee his Friends, happened to fay, th^t 
his Maker was in Heaven, and not in the Pix^ 
he was hereupon apprehended and examined 
by the Bi(hop, who asked him; whether he did 
not believe that Chrift's Flefli, Blood, and Bone 
w?re in the Pix ? To which he anfwered. No. 
And was thereupon ientenc'd to Death zt St^ 
Margaret'^ Church in the Town <rf Leice/kr^ 
and ^ered in the fame Town, on June the 
26th, 1556. 

The HISTORY of 

RJLPH JLLERTON. 

njilpbAIlerton, of tht Cgunty of MiMe/ex^ 
^ was apprehended and brought before the 
Lord Darcy of Cbick, to whom he was accu* 
fed of absenting from the Church, and teach- 
ing others to do fo too. For this he was car<- 
ried before the Council, who referred the De- 
termination of his Cafe to Bi(hop Bmer, and 
he by Threatenings, and other fubtle Means, 

made 
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made him recant his former Profeflion at Sf. 
PauTs Crofs opehly ; but his Conicience Would 
not fufier iMm to continue ia his Errors ; but 
teaching his former Dodtrines^ he was appre* 
bended again^ and examined feveral Times, 
and accufed by one Tye^ a PrieiV, as a feditious 
Fellow, who perfiiaded other Men to do as be 
did : At bft he proceeded to the Dodrine of 
Trtnfiibftantiatiofi, and to exhttrft Articles 
•gsdoft him ; in which it was alledged, that 
jtBertM aderted. That in the Sacrament, after 
Conftcration, thwe ftill remained material 
Bread, and material Wine $ that he would 
not oome to Mafs, &c. that he fpoke againil 
the Bi(hop of jSmit, Church, and S^ oi 
the &me } that be approved of the Opiniona 
of' Ctamaer, Ridley^ and Latimer^ ktely con* 
demaed and burnt ; that he approved the fiook 
of Common Prayer, as put out in the Time 
of Edward VL at good and godly, &c. 

After maiiy Endeavours to bring him to Re* 
canutioD in vain. Boner aslced him, if be had 
any^diing to fty^ why he ifaoold not pronounce 
Sentence of Condemnation againft him I But 
be t)fa^eaed only the Tradi of h» Faith, and 
that there was no Herefy in what he held. So 
he was condemned, and delivered over to the 
iecukurOfiicers. 



The 
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The HlSTORYof 

friLLJJM TTMS. 



JJ7IUiam Tyms was Deacon and Curate of 
*^ Hockley in Efex^ where, in Queen Af j- 
ry*s Tiine, two Sermons were preached m the 
Woods belonging to Mr. Tyrel^ tht called 
Plumhnyw^Wood^ and the other Becbejwood. 
At thefe Sermons was frequendy one yptn. 
Gye^ an honcft Man, and Servant of Mr. Ty- 
rel, with his Wife ; but when it came to be 
known to his Mafter that his Woods were 
poUpted, as he term'd k, by fuch unlftwfiil 
Aflcmblies, he was very angry with ydm Gye 
becaufe he did not difcover them. This 
I'yr^l was in the Commiffion of the Peace, 
and appointed to do what he could tofupprefs 
the Goipel) which Order he obeyed to the lit- 
moft of his Power ; and coming to Hockley 
to exan^ine into this Matter, and enquire who 
were at thefe Preachii^^ nuny were found 
faulty, for there were at leaft an Hundred that 
frequented them. 

Tyrel began firft with his Servant John Gye, 
and asked him where that naughty Fellow 
was who fervid their Parifli, one lyms ? For 
it was told him, he faid, that he had brought 
all thefe wicked People into the Country ; and 
bade him fetch him to him : fiut Gye de- 
nied 
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" nied thkt he knew vt^hert he was. Upon which 
anotbei: of Juftice Tyre fs Men, n^mt&Ricbard 
Sheriffs ftcpt forward, who, being willing to 
fervc his Maftcr's Plcafurc in any Thing, iiaid 
he knew where he was. WcH thert, fahl Ty- 
re!^ go with the Coriftabie and bring l>ini be- 
fore me. Sbertf hting diligent, made^iiire 
STorky and immediately, with the Conftable, 
ought him before his Majfter. 

Tyrel, at Tyms's Arrival, ordered every one 
to depart ; and it was wifely done, for he was 
not able to open his Mouth againil Tyms 
without Reproach^ .and there he kept him 
above three Hours. Scwne Perfons fiftening 
at the Door, heard the Juftice ky thus to 
7yms : 

•* Mrthinks, fat J be, when I fee the Wet 
•• fed Rood, it makes me think on God.'' 

Why, Sir, faid ^ms, if an Idol which is 
made with Men's Hands, makes you remem- 
ber God, how much more ought the Crea- 
tures of God^ as Man, being his Workman-^ 
ihip, and made after his own Image ; or the 
Grafe, or the Trees, that bring, forth Fruit, 
make you remember him ? 

After a great deal more Difcourfe, in whjcb 
Tyms (hewed him bow weak and fimply he 
argued, Tyrel was fo provoked, that he call- 
ed him, Traiterous Knave. 

Why, Sir, faid TymSy in King Edward's 
Days, you affirmed the Truth that I do now. 

Affirm 1 
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Affirm ! quoth he : But by God's Bod/i I 
never thought it in my Heart. 

Then I pray, Mafter Tyreh iaid TymSy hear 
with me, for I have been a Traitor buta Uttla 
while, and you have been fo fix Ycart, 

The Juftice, after thi«, fent "Tym tQlJmdon 
to the Bi(hop, and, from him he was fent to 
the Bifliop of JVincbeJier^ and from him to the 
Kings Bench^ - 

When Tyms came before the Bifliop ofLon* 
dt>n^ there was prefent the Bifliop of Batb^ and 
TywiWas examined concerning his Faith te- 
fore them both, and God. had given hina Cou- 
rage and Senfe enough, to anfwer them both, 
with a Spirit aed Afiurance worthy the Caufe 
he was to maintain. Then one of the Bifliopa 
fpoke to the Conftable, and (aid, I pray you 
give him good Counfel, that he may turo from 
his Errors : The Conftable anfwered. My Lord 
he is refolute,. and I believe will not turnr 

Both Bifliops began now to be weary of 
him, for he had troubled and vexed them fere* 
ly with his Anfwers for above fix Hours, and 
they pretended to pity his Cafe j one of them 
faying, ^Good Fellow thou art bold, and haft s^ 
lively Spirit, I would thou hadfl: Learning equal 
to it, I thank you, my Lord, laid "Tyms^ ye 
are both learned, and I would you had a. good 
Spirit to your Learning, Then they ^ broke 
up, „ and T'yms was fent to the Bifliop of Win'* 
chefter^ at that Time Lord High Chancellor 
of Englapd^ and by him he was fent to "the 

U King's 
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Kii^s Biftcb^ where he was much ftrength- 
eneid in the Faith by other worthy Sufferers 
fac found there. 

ffyms was but a Deacon, and very meanly^ 
cloathcd, not like a Prieft, nor going in a 
Gown, but in a Coat, and his Stockings were 
of two Cofours, the upper Part white, and 
the lower of Sheep's Ruflfet ; whereupon the 
proud Bifliop of Wincbefier^ when he faw his 
Attire, began to feoff him : Sirrah, iaid he, 
are you a Deacon ? Yes, my Lord, anfwer*d 
7yfns : So I think, faid the Biftiop, for you 
are decked like one. My Lord, faid 7^/»i, 
my Vefturc doth not fo much vary from a 
Deacon, as methinks your Apparel doth from 
that of an Apoftle. One of the Gentlemen be- 
longing to the Bi(hop fpoke alfo fcoffingly to 
him ; but thcBiihop bade them take him away^ 
and bring him before him again on the Mor- 
row. ' 

But the Biftiop of Wincbefter^ either thro' 
Diforder, or Want of Leifure, returned him 
again to his Ordinary Bi(hop from whence he 
cime ; and he joining him with five others^ 
wit. Robert Drakes^ Thomas Spurge^ Ricbari 
Spurge^ John Cavei, and George Amhroje^ they, 
were all brought together before him into the : 
Confiftory Court of St.Paul'd, Loniton^ and 
told if they did not then fubmit to the Court 
of Rome ^ they ftiould be condemned for He- 
refy. 

The Bifliop of London began with ^yms^ 

faying. 
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faying, I will begin with thcc firft^ for thou 
haft been the Ringkader of thefe thy Compa'- 
nions -, thou haft taught them Eierefles, and 
confirmed them in their erroneous Opinions^ 
and haft endeavoured, as much as in thee ly^ 
eth, to make them like thjfelf ; with many 
more Words to the fame Purpofc: And there- 
fore, faid the Biftiop, let me hear what thou 
canft iay, why I ihould not proceed againft 
thee as thine Ordinary. 

My Lord, faid Tyms^ will you now give me 
Leave to fpeak ? Yes, faid Bonner. 

Then, faid Tyms, my Lord I marvel t^e 
you will begin with a Lie. You call me Rittg- 
leader andTeacher of thia Company ; but how 
untruly you have faid fo, fhall fooo appeatri 
for there are none of all Uiefe, my Brethreut 
whq are brought here as Prifbncrs, but when 
they were at Liberty, and out of Prilbn, they 
diftented from you and your Doings, as much 
as they do at this prefcnt : So that it is evidoit 
they learned not their Religion in Priibn. And 
asfof me, I never knew them, till by your 
Command I was made a Prifoner with them. 
H9W could I then be their Ringleader, and' 
Teacher ? So that all the World may fee 
how untruly you have fpoken :. And^ as for 
ray Fault, which you make io grievous, what- 
foever you judge of me, I am well aflured that 
I hold no other Religion than Chrift preach^ 
ed^ the Apoftles witnefTed, the Primitive 
Church received, and now of late the Apo- 
U 2 ftolical 
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ftolical and Evangelical Preachers of this 
Realm taught ; for the which you have cru- 
elly burnt them, and now you feek our Blood 
alfo. I do not refufe you for mine Ordinary. 
. Then faid the Biftiop, I perceive thou wilt 
not be accounted their Ringleader ; but how 
£iyeft thou, wilt thou fubmit thyfelf to the 
CathoKc Church, as an obedient Child ? And 
for fo doing, thou (halt be kindly received, 
and do well enough ; otherwife thou (halt 
have Judgment as an Heretic. 

Tyms anfwcred. My Lord, I doubt not but 
that I am of the Catholic Church, whatfo- 
cvcr you judge of me : But as for your Church, 
ypu have before this Day renounced it, and by 
corpondOath promifed never toconfent to the 
faale: But, contrary to this your Oath, you 
h«v6 again received into this Realm the Pope*s 
Authority, and therefore you are perjured ar>d 
fbriWom all of ye. Befides this, you have 
both fpoken and written very earncftly againft 
the ufurpcd Power of the Pope ; and now you 
born Men that will not acknowledge the Pope 
to be Supreme Head of the Church. 

Have I, quoth the Bilhop ? Where have I 
written any Thing againft the Church of 
Rome ? 

My Lord, faid Tyms, the late Bifhop of 
JVincbefter\iQt now Tyt.Gardiner was juft dead] 
wrote a very learned Oration, entitled, De 
^ifaOhedientia^ which contained worthy Mat- 
ter agakift the Romijh Authority; unto which 

. Book 
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Book you made a Preface, invaghing^4argely 
agaiiift the Bifhop oi Romey reproving bis 
Tyranny and Fallhood, caUing his Pow^r 
fialfe and pretended : The Book is-ycit ex- 
tant, and you cannot deny it. 

Then the Bifhop, l)eing fomewhat con- 
cerneJ, fooke mildly, faying, Lo, here is a 
goodly' Matter 5 theBilbop of^/wA^^r wrrtc 
a Book againft the Supremacy of the Pope's 
Holinefs, and I wrote a Preface to the feme 
Book, tending to the fame EiTed: ; and this 
we did becaufe of the perilous World that 
then was ; for then it was made Treafon, by 
the Laws of this Realm, to maintain the Pope's 
Authority. And it was then dangerous to 
^profefs to be a Favourer of the See of Rtme^ 
arid therefore Fear compelled us to cmnply 
with the Times ; otherwife there had been fio 
Way for us but onej for if any one utter'd 
his Confcience, in nwintaining the Pope's 
Authority, he fuffcred Death for it : But (bee 
the Queen's coming to the Throne, when 
we may boldly fpeak our Confciences, we 
have acknowledge^ our Faults. And my 
Lord of JVincbefter was not alhamed bim£^ 
to recant the fame at I^auPs Crofs : And alfo 
thou thyfelf feeth that I (land not in it, bur 
have willingly fubmitted myfelf. Do thou 
alfo as we have done. 

My Lord, faid Tyfns^ that whk:h you have 
written againft the Supremacy of the Pope 
may be well proved by the Scripture to be 

U 3 truQ 
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true : But that whigh you now do W agamft 
the Wor4 of God, «s oaay be alfo well pro- 
ved. 

Aftqr this, and ipaorePifoourfe to tfec famePw- 
pofc, the Bi(hop proceeded according to Forai 
of Law^ ^aufing his Artic|/e6 and Anfwers to the 
^me to be then and there Qpealy read ;. in wiaicb 
Tjim acknp\yledged only two SaefanaeMsi, 
Bapti^^ and the Lord's Supper^ commended 
tbg Bifljop of Wmhifter'^ Book De wra 0-r, 
biJifinUai and tjh^ Biij(hop of Lmdon% Preface 
to the f^iixe. He^ faid M afa was Blafphemy 
to Chrifl's Paflion and Deatk He faid aljR>^ 
That Chrift is not corporally nor ipiritually 
pfefent in their Sacrament of the Altaj*. ; but a$ 
they ufe it^ it is an abpminabk Idol. 

Tl^ent|ieBi(hop exhorted him to> revoke 
\% l^^ii^s^ 9$ he called themi and to coo* 
foijm hinafelf to the Church of Rome^ and not 
to il$ind £b much to the literal Senfe of the 
Scripture but; to.ufc the luterpretatioiii of the 
014 Fathersr 

To which Tyms anfwercd, I will notcoRi- 
fo«n^ tfh^reto^ and I ttenk God for thk I>ay, 
foi^X tfiuft he will turn t your Curfings into Bl^ 
fipgs. He.j^lfo Jfaid^ What have you totxnaiii^^ 
tain the* Reajl Prefcnce of Cbrifl in the S^kCM* 
njent withal, but only the bare Letter ?. 

We have, faid the Biftiopj the Catbolio 
Chvv^ No, laid ?)/Mij you have {he Popilh 
G^cfe qf : RmkiiQt you, for whicjb you arc 
p^rjsfcii^ fprfwotn } 4jnd the Soe<rf J8jww# i» 

} - the 



Digitized 



by Google 



WILLIAM TtMS. 299 

the See of Antichrijl^ and therefore to that 
Church I will not conform myfelf, nor once 
confent unto it. 

The Bi(bop, finding him conftant and im- 
moveable iri his Faith and Petfvirafion, read the 
definitive Sentence againfl him, and delivered 
him to the Secular Power. 

Afterwards the Biihop called Robert "Drakes 
to him, and ufed the like kind of Exhortation as 
he had done before to Tyms : But Drakes faid. 
As for your Church of Rdme, I utterly defy and 
deny it, with all the Works thereof, even as I 
deny the Devil and all his Works. 

The Bifhop perceiving his Exhortation 
would not prevail, gave Sentence alfo againft 
him, and delivered him over to the Sheriff. 

^Thomas Spurge being next demanded if he 
W6uld return to the Catholic Church, fitid as 
foUoweth ; As for your Church g^FtomCj 1 ut^ 
terly deny It : But to the true Catholic Church 
I am content to return y and continue In the fame ^ 
whereof 1 believe the Church ^ Rome to be mt 
Part of Member. 

Iri fine, calling all the refl in their Turn, 
and upon the like Demands receiving the like 
AnA/vers, the Bifliopgave Sentence agalnft each 
of them ; and fo ridding his bloody Hands, 
committed them to theOiftodyof the SherifFg 
oiLondon^ who fent them to Newgate^ whither . 
they all went moil joyfully, abiding there the 
Lord^s good Time, wherein theySipuld fe&l . 
thtir Faith with their Blood, whifch they mofl^ 

ftoutly 
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ftoatly and will^gly perfonoed, on the 
14th of April, 1556. 



The HISTORY of 

JOJN BEJCH,Widow, 

AND 

JOHN HJRTOLR 

JOan Beach, Widow, lived in the Pari{h of 
T'unbridgf, in the County of Kent^ in the 
Diocefe of Rocbefler^ and was brought before 
Maurice J Bifhop of the faid Diocefe, and bad* 
the following Articles exhibited againft her, wz. 

I. Tbatjhe w^s of thePariJh g^Tonbridge, 
and in the Diocefe ^Rochefter. 

Which (he confefles to be true* 

II. Item, Tlat all People who prea£b^teacb^ 
behevey or fay otbersJ^ife^ or contrary to their 
Mother, Holy CatboUc Churchy are excommu- 
nicate Perfons and Heretics. 

This alfo (he acknowledged to be true ; 
adding withal, that neverthelefs (he believeth 
not the. Holy Catholic Church , to be her 
Mother, but believeth only the Father of H^b- 
^ven to he her Father. 1 

1X1/ Item, ^at tbefaid Joan Beach hath 
^ffirmedi dnd yet dbth joj^rm^ maintain^ and 

believe^ 



Digitiz«l by CjOOQ IC 



|OAN BEktH,>&c. ^ 

believe^ ctmtrary t$ tie /aid Maker/ £bfy: 
Cburcb of Chrtjl, viz. Tlat in the BkfedSa^ 
crament of the Altar^ under the Form of Bread - 
and Wine^ there is not the very Body and Blood 
of our Saviour Chrifi in Stibftance^ but only a 
TCoken and Memorial thereof^ and that the very 
Body and Blood ofCbriJi is in Heaven, and not 
in the Sacrament. . 

To which (he anfwered. That ihe hath, and 
yet doth verily believe, hold, and affirm, ii\ 
the Sacrament of the Altar, under the Forms 
of Bread and Wine, not to be the very Body 
and Blood of our Saviour in Subftance, but 
only a Token and Remembrance of his Death 
to the faithful Receiver ; and that his Body 
and Subflance is only in Heaven, and not in 
the Sacrament. 

IV. Item^ That Jhe hath been^ and yet is 
among the Parijhioners of Tunbridgc, openly 
and vehemently fufpeSed to be a Sacramentary 
and Heretic. 

To which (he returned Anfwer, That as 
touching how (he hath been, or is noted and 
reputed ^mong the Parifhioners of Tunbridge^ 
ihe could not tell ; hovebeit, (he believed, that 
(he was not fo taken and reputed. 

John Harpole^ of the ParUh of St. Nicholas^ 
in Rocbefier^ was alfo brought at the fame 
Time before Maurice y Biihop of that Diocefe, 
and having the fame Articles propo&d td him, 
made the like Anfwers : Wbeitfore tbcy^vTei^ 

both 
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both ientmc'd t«getheF, and fiif!br^ ta oae 
Fin, id. the City of R9cbefi&^ od the &^ft £>e^ 
of Jipriif 1556. 



The H I S T O R T of 

3r6^i\r hullier. 

^Obn Hullier was firft brought up at Eton- 
J School, and afterwards went to Cambridge^ 
where he entered into Holy Orders,^ and in 
that Time fufFered for his fincere fetting forth 
the triie Dodrine of the Gofpel, being exa- 
mined by Dr. Ti&«r/5y, Bifliop of £/y, and his 
Chancellor, by whom he was condemned to^^ 
the Flames, and patiently refigned his Breath 
on the fecond of ApriX 1556, And great. 
Pity it is, that fo little Matter is left concern- ' 
irig the Proceedings againft' him, which might 
the more have been expefted, as his Martyr- 
dom was in an Univerfity abounding with Men 
of Letters. 



The HISTORY bf 

: Six MART TRS. 

NOT long' after' the Ddath ejf Rvbett 
> Drahs, William Tymsy artd-tfie other 
J^'Martyrr, axsats/d:'mStmthJiiid, alibis be- 
fore 
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feare fpccified, followed the Martyrdom of fit 
others, in one Fire in the Town of Cikbe^^ 
where the greateft Part of tbem haddwehf^ws;; 

Cbriflopber Lyfter\ of Dagenbam^ Husband- 
man. 

John MacCy oi CokbeJieTy Apothecary. 
J aim Spenctr, of Catcher ^ Weaver* 
Simon Joyce^ Sawyer. 
Ricbard Nifbolsy of Colchejiefy Weaver. 
jfobn Hammond^ of Cokbejkr, Tanner. 

With tjicfe fijT waa alfo joined another, 
whofe Name was Roger Crasbrohi but he 
afterwards fubmitted himfelf. 
were fent by the Earl of Qxf 
Commiffioners, to Jobn. King 
of Civil Law, Comihiflary ii 
Bifliop Bonner ; and thefaidC 
them up to London to theBi(h( 
them to be brought to hist Ho 
and there he openly adminii 
divers Articles, the (ame as hac 
delivered to others ; to whic 
Anfwer as follows : 

I. To the firft, T^at tber&isonfy one Catho* 
lie Gburcb on Earthy in which the Religion and 
Faith ofChriJt is truly proMed: They all con* 
fented and agreed ; but Jopn Spencer added, 
that ^ JRpf9ii/& Chuich ir no l4rt of CbriftV 
Catholic Church. 

IL To the lecond; C&mmm^tU Semteh Sa^ 

craments^ 
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xrameHts^ thcyanfwered, That in the true Ca- 
tbpUc Cburcb ofCbriJi, there are but two Sa- 
craments^ that is to fay, Baptifm and the Lord's 
Supper. 

III. To the third, they agreed aftd cohfef- 
fed, That they were baptized in the Faith and 
Belief of the Catholic Church, and that their 
Godfathers and Godmothers had prqmifed and 
profeffed for them^ as is contained in the /aid 

Article. 

IV. To the fourth Article, Concerning their 
Continuance in that Faith and ProfeJ/ion into 
which they were baptized ', they agreed, that 
they did fo continue : Richard Nichols adding, 
That he bad more plainly learned the Truth of 
his Pr(feJJion\ by the DoSirine fet forth in King 
Edward Vlth's Reign, and thereupon had built 
bis Fa i thy and would continue in^ the fame to his 
Life*s Endy Gdd ajfiftir^ him. 

V. Concerning fwerving from the Catholic 
Faith, they zt\(wQrcd, That they neither fwerved 
nor went away from the Catholic Faith of 
Chrijly altho' they confeffed, that within the 
Time mentioned in the laji Article, they had 
mijliked, and earnefily fpoken again/l the Sacri^ 

fee 6f the Majsy' and againf the Sacrament of 
)the Altar ; affirming that they would not come 
to hear, nor be Partakers thereof. And they 
bad believed, and t bed did believe, that they were 
Jet forth and ufed contrary to Gods Word and 
Glory. And moreover y they did grants that they 
bad fpoken dgain^ the ufurped Jbahority of the 
. . Bijhop 
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Bifljop of Rome, as an O^preffor of Chrift> 
Church andGoJpel^ find that he ought not to have 
any Authority in England : For all which Say^- 
ings they were not at allforry^ hut rather /^r- 
jpiced and were glad. 

VL Concerning being' reconciled to the 
Unity of the Church, they faid, 7hat they w- 
ver refufed^ nor did then refuse y to he reconcile^ 
>io the tinity of Chile's Catholic Church ;, bt^t 
they faid they had, and then did j and fo ever 
would hereafter^ ^^^fe to ,CQm( to the Churcp of 
Rome, or to acknowledge the Authority of .the 
See thereof 't but did utterly abhor thefame^for 
putting down the Book of God^ the Bible^ and 
fetting up the Mafs, with other Anticbriftian 
Merchandize^ . ,,. 

yil. That mjfliking the Mafsi, an4 ?af:ra?- ! 
ment pf the AUar^ th,ey had refufed to conw 
to their Pari(h Church, &c. To this Article 
they all agreed ; znA, Simon Joyce declared far- 
ther, 7 hat the Cauje why he refufed to be Par-^ 
taker of their Irumpery^ wasbecaufe the Conn \ 
mandments of God were there broken^ andCbrift's 
Ordinances changed^ and the Bi/hop g/'Rome's 
Ordinances put up infleadof them. . ,.. 

Chriftopher Lyfter affirn^ed, That, in tb^ 
Sacrament of the Altar there is the Subflance . 
of Bread and Vtine^ as weH. after : the fFords of.^ 
Confecration as before \ an4 that there is not if^^ 
the fame the very Body and Blood of ChviA reah^,, 
lyy andfubflantially, and truly, but only facra^ 
mentally andfpiritually^ by Faith in the faithful 

Ke^ 
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Receivers 5 and that the Mafs is not a propitia^ 
tory Sacrifice for the S^uick or Dead^ but meer 
Idolatry and Abomination. 

VIII. To the Eighth Article, they faid, 
T[bat they werefent to Colcheftcr Prifi^n bf the 
King and ^een^s CkmmiJJioners^ becaufe they 
would not come to their Parijh Churches^ and 
by tbemfent to the Bijhop of London to be ex- ^ 
amined. 

IX. To this Article they generally agreed, 
7iat ivbat they badfaid in the Premifes was 
irue^ and that tbey were of the Diocefe of Lon- 
<}on. 

After thefe their Arifwers, the Bifhop dif- 
mifled them aU after Noon, and then brought 
them into the Church again, where their Ar- 
ticles and Anfwers were again read to them ; 
and they flood firmly to them : Then the 
Bi(hop endeavoured what he could to per- 
fwade them to recant ' and fubmit j wMch 
when they would not do, he gave Sentence 
of Condemnation againft them, and commit- ^ 
ted them to the Temporal Power, who, up- 
on receiving the King and Qucen^^ Writ for 
their Execution, feat them all to Colthejler, 
where, on the 28th of Aprils 15^56, they moft 
chearfuUy ended their Lives, to the Glory of 
Gpd*s holy Name, »nd the" great Encourage- 
ment of others. 

The 
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t 

The HISTORY of 

JULIUS VALUER. 

^Ulius Palmer was born at Coventry in the 
J County of Warwick ; his Father was a 
Merchant of the faftie City, who fent his 
Son Julius to the FreeuSchool belonging 
to Magdalen College in Oxford i and at 
length he became a Fellow in the faid Col- 
lege, and being a zealous Papift, in the Days 
of King Edward the Sixth, he refufed to con- 
form to the Service of the Church then in 
Ufe, and was sthefcupon expelled the Col- 
lege ; which forced him to teach School for 
his Living. 

But when Queen Mary came to the Crown; 
the Vifitors came to Magdalen College to dif- 
place thofe that would not return to the jP^ 
pijh Religion ; at which Time Julius Palmer 
was, upon his Application to them, reftorcd 
again to his Fellowfliip. 

But during , the Time that he had been 
expelled, he had converfed a good deal with 
Protejiantt^ and bad ftudied the Scriptures, fo. 
that he began to be doubtful in fome Points oif 
the Romi(h Religion, and would be often ask- 
ing Queftions about the fame, as Opportunity 
offcrol* He grew very inquifitive, and care- 
ful 
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ful tD hear and imdcrftand, how the Martyrs 
were apprehoDded, and on what Articks tbejr 
fa6fered^and haw they behaved at their Deaths. 
He ieoc one over to Ghuce^er^ at his own 
Charge, to bring him a perfect Account of 
Bithop Hooper'^ Execution ; which it was 
thought he did, becaufe he was wont to fay 
in King Edward*^ Time, that none of them 
would dand to their Religion at the Hazard 
of their Lives. But he foon learned how cm- 
clly they were ufed, and yet how conftantly, 
in their holy Faith, the^ endured the worft 
their Enemies Malice could do againft them. 
And when he himfelf had heard the Exami- 
nation and Condemnation of the Bifhops Rid^ 
ley ^nd Latimer^ and had fcen them burned 
at O^ford^ obferving how refolutcly and de- 
voutly they fufFered, this quite turned his 
Heart againft the Pa^Jis. 

He from that Day forward fet himfelf in- 
duftrioufly to learn and underftand the Truth : 
And for this Purpofe borrowed Peter Martyr"^ 
Commentary on the Corinthians, and other good 
Books, and at laft embraced the Trath as . 
vrillingly as heretofore he had obftinately op- 
pofcd it. He now began to frame Excufes, to 
ahfent himfelf when he was expeded at Ma&a 
and not attending the Service as he was wont, 
made him fufpcdcd t The Prcfident of the . 
C6Uege (hewed a Diflike to him, wherefore he. . 
thou^t it not fafe for him to abide the Daa«* 
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goT bfM ExpulfiGnf, and £> neawptftrHjir ^wtA 
bit Folkiwihip to keep a good Cofifbimcc. 

After wbicb, tfome of Us Frknds procurtd 
^ I^nce for bim to teach ^ Grammar** 
Sdhod at Readwg in Berkjkire; fiiit httt: the 
EsMxnifls cf the Truth per&coted him in fuch a 
Manner^ that he reiigned. his School to a 
FriBnd of theirs; and weiit, away ; whioh for 
Fctf of Death he was fbrced to do, leaving^bc** 
hind bim all hiss Goods, aod a Carter's Sa- 
lary due to him«^ 

Seii^mow deftitute.of every thing, he ^mht 
to Emjham, in Worafierjhire^ where his Mo- 
ther dwelt, hoping 10 receive from her the Le-« 
gacy his Father had left him, which bad been 
due above four Years ; but inftead of meeting' 
hkn mth Kindneis, when he fell down on Ills 
Knees to ask her Bieiling, ihe, having learned 
on fwhat Account he came home, told him 
he ihouldhave Chrift'sCurfe andh^s where- 
ever he went. Julimi at iirft^ flood, amaaed 
at <b anexpeded and l^avy a Greeting from 
his own Mother ; and then he faid, O Mo« 
tbtt"! your own Curfe you may give me, 
(whochGod knowetb I never de&rved) but 
God's Curfe you cannot give me, for he bath 
already blefled n^. 

Nay, £ud (be, thou wenteft from God^i 
Bleffing when thou wall bantihed for an He^ 
vetic ^m O^ri, and now for the like Kna« 
very art driven outof Reading; Akt, Modffir, 
ftid yidius^ you have been miiin formed, for I 

X was 
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vti oeicfaer cx|Mllrd hcmt driyca away ftomCbcr. 
y^i/, but frwlyrefigocd my Place <^.iiiyowA 
accord: And an H^tic am I xiot, for I 
ftand not Aubboroly agabftany true I>o£bine» 
but defend it to. my Power ; and you may ba 
fiire tbey ufe not to eypel and bani0) Heietic^ 
but to burn then(u , . * 

WeU, quoth (h^^ I am (iire tbou doft n^t 
believe asUiy Father and I. and all thy Forefa-^ 
tbers have dcHic $ but as^we were taught by tbo^ 
new Law in King Edward the Six^fsTimc, 
which is damnable Herefy. Indeed, laid he, 
I ccAifefs that I believe that Dodrine which 
was taught in YSva^ Edward'^ Time, wfaick 
is not Herefy, but Truth ; neither ]& it new« 
bot as old as Chrifl and his ApoiUes. 

If this be thy Opinion, £ud ihe, I requ^fe 
thoB to depart my Hgufe ; get thee out of niy. 
Sight, and never take me for thy Mothor 
more ti As for Momy and Goods, I havenooe 
of thincy for thy Father bequeathed .nothing) 
to Heretid. Fagjgotsl have to bum tbee^ but 
more thou getteft not at my Hands^ , 

Motlier, &id he, iltho' you have curf^d me^ 
I .pray God. to blefs y^u, and pro^r ypu all 
your Life long ; and with more W^cds oftbo 
Uke Sort, the Tears trickling down hiiO^eeks, 
he departed from Jber, wb^b £> molUj§edber 
Heart: towards him^ that ibe tbreui ait old 
Augelof Gold after him,^ ikying, Take /that la 
kccpthtcattue Msto.; :v ^; ,j .-j » 

Thus poor JuHwiF^lm^^hcilt^^^^r^ 
./ .« * . .; pulfcd 
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p^M by Mi own Mother,* who he thohg^t 
Would have beferr his baft Fffertd 5 and not re- 
garded by his Brother, befog deftitatc of all 
Help, knew not'^ichr.Way to turn hinifdf ; 
but atlengtii refblvedtft %0 fecretly to kead-^ 
if^^ to try if he could rcfceivi his Salary that 
was due, and alfo to dKpofk of his Goods. 
When he came there, he fdok up his L6d^- 
ing at kbe CardinaTs Hat Inn ; but was not 
long in Town biefbref life old Eneniic* got 
Knowledge of it, and apprehending hiiii that 
Night in.hb Bed, they put his Feet in the' 
Stocks, and then Carried hirtl to Prifonj wiitere 
he remained ten Days, under the Hands t)f an 
unmerciful Keeper. * 

After this, they brought him bcf^e the 
Ma3ror of Readings and cTiarged hini with 
tbt following Crimes, but faid nothing at' tfaait 
Time of Herefy* 

* Imprimity That the faid Julius Paimer 

* feid, the Queen's Swofd Was not put into 

* hcr'Hand toexectfte Tytanny, and to kill 

* and murder the true SeVvants of God/ 

V * ttm^ That her Sword was too blunt"^ to- 

* wards lihe Ptf/^i^ but towafds ihe tme 

* Chriftktns it was too fearp* 

-*^ Itetni That certain Sir^anti of Sir 2^(?;»^^ 
^^Ksuk^Si iind others, tifefcrrin^tb iiir^icc- 
^ tor^, fiill out among themfelves, add had 
^ like td-have committed Murder : Thertf-*^ 
' fore he was a Sower of S^tfon, and tf.Pro* 

* cu«^ t>f unlawful Afleittblies, 

^ ^ ^ X 2 ' Itm^ 
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• Itifn^ That hbHoft€fc,.orLaodfa4^^ 

*' written a Letter to hioo, wVich they had 1% 

• tcrccptcd, wherein (he requeued tuna tore- 
« turn to keaJrn^', and lent her Ciaiximcjiei. 
^ dations, by the Yoken that thcT&nifc hff 
« hid under the Beam j whereby thtfy gf^ber- 
« «d, that (he had conXpjrcd with l>im*tqmi% 
•* dcr her "Husband, ^ / : . 

* Item, That thcv once found him aloM 
« with his faid Ho(tefsby the,J?irp{8i4<i 4he 
« Door being (hut to them, thereby, iuipoatiiig 

* him of Incontinency with Kep.? 

CkicThackbam (uborned three ft^qn-tp fweaf^ 
thefe Things agaihft Him before^ the ^yor^ 
who thereupon fe'nt hini to the (^age, to Ije^ 
an open Spectacle of Contempt to tbjs ^ejSfJe. 

And Tloackbam caufcd it to be reWlc^r^ 
broad, that he was thus punutbed lor. to Ul 
Life and Wicked nels alreaay\proved a^infc 
him. k ^ 

In the Aftefnoon the Mayor fcnt (pt.jfulius 
Palmer xo anfwer forliimfeiiF, confe/iimg wJatt- 
was laid to his Charge, where he wtiy 9!??r-,. 
threw all their EvTdfence, aiferteid his ft^a tw!- 
noccnce, and proved the Letters to^ oi(, their 
own forging j io that the Mayor wa$^^an|ed- 
that he bad given fo much Credit tq tfaem j 
and confidered by v^hat Means to f^jj Pahmr 
away privately before the Matter i^^ ll^i^ • 
public. . / , ..f^. -X •, . 

Inthe mean time, w^ile Palmer 'yff^'^n^j^^ ^ 
fon, thefe came to mm one John ^^»^v^j 

true 
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triw Profeflbr ^ the GqfpeJ, v^rho faid^ }wm, 
O Palfner ! ikoM haft dcGfjy^ecl ipafly M?n's 
5xpp^tipi;^,\fQr we h^ar tl;ia| you f^fFpr .not 
for RTgJiteoofne^s Sake^ l^yit for ypur QWA Pe-, 
meritr. - , - , 

To whom Palmer Tcplkd^ QBrothp;- Ga^^ 
Iftnt^ th^ arc the old Praftices of the Sataoi- 
cal Brood : But l?c yc well aflur^d, »n4 God 
be praifcd for it, I hayc fo purged ipyfelf^ and 
deteftcd their Falftiood, thjit Spm. hencjefprth- 
, I (hall no more be mplefted therewith. 

When thpgncmies pf Julm Palmef f(pMnd 
they had mifcarried in their late Plot fgainft 
him^ and filing he (feoqld efcape priuily, tbpy^ 
revived to accufe hinpi of Herefy, tho' ^cjN^ pC 
them had been foro^erly ^cppunted c^jlous 
Breth^n. 

JuUu^ Palmer was now Iprpught agaip put 
erf Prifon before the Mayor o( Reading, Mr^ 
J^urd the BiChop of ^^glisburfs Ofijci^^ find 
two Juftices of the Peace, to render an . Ac-, 
cjount of his Faith before, them, and to^apfwer, 
to fuch Information; as were laid againfl bim^ 
Upon his Examination,; they gathered from 
his own Mouth, fufficipnt Matter to jsntrap 
him I and then drew up Article? againft 
him, which they fent to Newberry, to. Dr. 
Jejrey,' who was Jo hold his Vifitatiou: there 
on tlii Tuefday next, being the loth Day of 
July. And fo they concluded to fend Palmr 
thither, to be ready againft that Day ; an^<^ one 
^omas AJkine^ his Feltow-Prifoner, pn Ac- 
X 3 count 
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count of Religion/ was fent with him. On 
Monday- Night ^thev came to New$erryy and 
were coniniittcd PrifonefS^dthe BHnd-Rmp 
there, where they found one John Gnjbyn^ their 
faithfbl Brother in the Lord. . .. ' . \ 

V^on Tuefday Xh^ loth ofjufyy 1556, a 
Place being prepared in the Parilh Churqh of 
Newberry to keep the Confiftory-Court, the 
Comniiflioners came thither, who were Dr. 
JeJreVy for the Bifhop of Sarum, Sir Richard 
Jjoria^es; Knt. John Winchcomby Efqj and the 
Parfon of Inglejield. After the Prifoners were, 
prefcnted, and the CommifSon read,, and other 
Things done in Order, in the Prefence of fe- 
vcral Hundred Spe6tators and Auditors, Dr, 
Jeffrey called to Palmer ^ and faid,' Arc, you 
that jolly Writer of Three Half-penny Books 
that we hear of ? Meaning fome Writings 
that were taken out of his Study. 

Palmer ahfwered, I know not what you 
mean,' Sir. Then faid Jeffrey^ Have yoi| 
taught Latin fo long, that now you underftand 
not Bnglijh ? To this Palmer laid nothing. 
Thtn Dr, Jeffery, (landing up, faid to Pal- 
mer ^ We have received certain Writings and 
Articles againft yoB,from the Right Worfhip- 
ful the Mayor of Reading^ and other JufticcSi, 
whereby we uhderftand, that being convened 
before them, you were convidled of certain 
Herefies, 

Firjiy That you deny the Pope^s Holincfs 
rcmacy. 

I Secondly^ 
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* Sedondfyy That you affirm^ there are 6ut 

* Two Sacraments. /* 

* Thirdly, You fay that the Prieft ftieweth 

* up an iJol at Mafs, ^nd therefore you went 

* not toMafSjfince your firft coming ioRcading. 

* Fourthly y You hold that there is no Purga- 

* tory. 

* La/i of all. You are charged to be a Sower 

* of Sedition, and have, fought to divide the 

* Unity of the Queen's Subjeds/ 

But Sir Richard Abridges faid to ^^^Jeffrey, 
You had beft fee firft what he will lay to his 
own Handywork. Jeffrey faid. You fay 
Truth: Then he called io Palmer, 2S\A faid. 
Tell me, art thou he that wrote this fair Vc^ 
lume ? Look on it. ! 

Palmer anfwered, I wrote it indeed, and ga- 
thered it out of the Scripture. 

Then Jeffrey Ihewed him another Writing, 
and fiiid to him, Is this Doggrel Rhyme yours 
alfo ? Palmer anfwered, I wrote this, I deny 
it not. 

Then faid Jeffrey, What fay you to thefe 
ZjOtin Verfcs, entitled, Epicedion, &c. Are they 
yours ?. 

Palmer replied, Yes, Sir. Then Jeffrey faid 
to him, Art thou not ashamed to affirm it ? It 
came from no good Spirit, that thou did ft 
rail at the Dead, and JIander a Catholic and 
learned Man yet alive. 

Palmer anfwered, Jf it b^ ^ Slander, he flan- 

dercd himfelf j for I do but report his own 

X 4 Writings, 
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Wdtiogs^ aqd opcp tl» Folly ihemn Sfdsrtrf: 
And I reckon it m Raiting to inveigh a^mskit 
^nas and Gcr]^i&tfi.being dcad^ 

Saycft thou fo ? faid Jeffrey ; 1 will make 
tbee r^caot k before I have ikne with tbee. 
But! kcow, ixpFaltner^^Xxho' of myfdf I can 
do nothing, yet if you, and all mine Enenua, 
l)0th bckiily and ghofily,^ fboaldtdo yoar worft, 
yet ye {hall not be able to bring that to pafa ; 
neither (hall ye prerail agaioA God's m^ty 
Spirit, by whom we underftand the Tenth, and 
j^k it boldly. 

, After ibnae ether Dii(<X)urfe, the Parfon of 
Jnglefitld pointed to the i^x o^er the Altar, aoi^ 
JfcaSed to Palmer^ faying. What feed thou 
there ? Palmer anfweccd, A Canopy of Silk, 
embroidered .with Gold. Yes, iaid thcParfon, 
but what is within it ? Pi^^/w^r replied, a Kece 
of Bread in a Cloth. . . 

Then the Parfon called Palmer a froward 
Heretic ; and after forae Difcourfe aboitt rfie 
Mafs, he asked him, If he did not believe that 
they, who receive the Holy Sacran^ent of tl» 
. Akar, do truly eat Chr ift*s natural Body ? Pal^ 
pter replied,lf the SacraAientof the LoFd!s Sap- 
per be adminiftercd asChfiftdid ordain it, the 
faithful Receivers do indeed fpiritually and tra- 
ly eat and drink in it Chrift's vcrji^ natural 
Body and Blood. ^ 

Then faid Jeffrey^ Wbcreas you fay fpiri- 
tuaHy> that is but a blind Shift of De&aBt. 
What {hould I fay elfe ? fays Palmer^. As the 

Holy 
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Holy Church ftys, replied Jegrey^ really, car- 
nally, and fabftantially. And with as good 
Scripture, fays T? aimer ^ I inay fey, grofly and 
monftroufly. 

Then "jtgrey feid, Thou fpeakcft^ wicked- 
ly : But tell me, is Chriil pretept in the Sacra- 
^mant, c^no ? 

Palmer faid, He is prcfcnt* Bat jfeffery Gii^^ 
How is Ke prefent ? 

Palmer anfwered. The Dodors lay, Mkh 
ineffabiii (that is, in oq un^>eakable Manner) 
therefore, why do you ask me ? Would to 
God you had a Mind ready to believe it^ or I 
a Tongne able to exprefi it. 

Then Palmer was asked whether he believed 
Baptiftn of Infants agreeable to GodVWord, 
and he anfwered. Yes 5 which the Regifter was 
bid to note. And then the Court adjourned, 
and went to Dinner. After 0inner Sir Ri^ 
chard Abridges fent Sov Julius Palmer to his 
Lodging, and there in the Prefence of divera 
Perfons of Newberry^ exhorted him to revoke 
his Opinions, and ipare his Youth ; and pror 
mi&d him that if he would conform to the 
Church, he would take liim into his Houic^ 
and allovtr him twenty Pounds a Year {o long 
ashefhould live with him : Or, if he had ^ 
Mind to marry, he would procure him aWile, 
and help him to a Farm, and ftock it for him. 

But Palmer thanked him for hia kind O^ 
fer, and iaid he had already renounced his 
(Jiving in two Places for Chrift's Sake^ and fo 

he 
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he was ready to yield up his Life for the fame> 
if God (hould fet ^ to call him to it 

Finding no Good was to be done with him, 
he was fent hack that Night to the Blind- 
Houfe^ and the next Morning the Conimif^ 
'fioners required him to fubfcribe certain Arti- 
cles^ which they bad ^thered out of his An-- 
fwers, with the Addition of thefe odious Epi- 
thets and Terms, hrrible^ heretical^ damna^ 
bkt deDtliJhy ^nd execraifleDo&tincs^&c. which, 
when Palmer had read, he refufed to fubfcribe ; 
affirnling, that the Do<flrine which he held 
-and profeffed, was not fuch, but good and 
found Dodtrinc. 

Then Dr. Jefrey was angry, and at hft Pal- 
mer ,wzs willing to fubfcribe, provided they 
would put out thofe odious and ungrateful E- 
pithets : So they confcnted, and gave him a 
Pen, and bad him do as he pleafed. When 
he had made fucb Alterations as he thought 
fit, he fubfcribed ; and then they asked him. If 
he would recant ? Which he reftifing to do, 
they g^ve Sentence againft him, and delivered 
him to the Secular Power, in order to his Exe- 
cution, which was the fame Day io the After- 
noon, about five of the Clock, July i6, 1556, 
with the two* Perfons beforemcntioned, visf. 
John Gwyn and Tbom^s As^kine^ at a Place caN 
^\tsA.i^4and^Pit 

: FINIS. 
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